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To the Right Honorable 

John Lord Sommer s-t 

Baron of Buejham. 


My Loro. 

T was Your Lord- 
ship’s opinion and 
encouragement that 
occafion’d the firft appearing 
of this Poem in the Folia 
Edition, which from thence 
has been fb well receiv’d, that 
A. 2 not- 
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notwithftanding the price of 
it was four times greater than 
before, the fale increas’d 
double the number every - 
year. The Work is now ge- 
nerally known and efteem’d ; 
and I having die Honor to 
hear Your Lo r d s h i p fay, 
that a fmaller edition of it 
would be gratefol to the. 
world, immediately refolv’d 



My LORD, 

Your Lordjhifi’s 
Evct- Obliged Servant, 
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Mr. jo HN MILTON. 



;ROM a Family, and Town 
of his name in Oxfordjhire , 
our Author deriv’d his De- 
fcent ; but He was born 
at London in the Year 1608. The 
Publisher of his Works in Profe (on 
whofe veracity fome part of this Nar- 
rative muft entirely depend) dates 
his Birth two years earlier than this: 
but contradifting himfelf afterwards in 
* A 3 his 
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vi The L 1 I e of 
his own computation, I reduce it to 
the time that Monfieur Bayle hath af- 
fign’d ; and for the fame reafon which 
prevail’d with him to aflign it. His 
Father, John Milton , by profeffion a 
Scrivener, liv’d in a reputable manner 
on a competent eftate, entirely his 
own acquifition ; having been early 
dif-inherited by his Parents for re- 
nouncing the communion of the 
Church of Rome , to which they were 
zealoufly devoted. By his wife Sarah 
Cajion he had likewife one Daughter 
nam’d Anna ; and another Son, C6ri- 
fiopher , whom he train’d to the pra- 
ctice of the Common Law; who in 
the Great Rebellion adher’d to the 
Royal caufe: and in the Reign of 
King James II. by too eafy a com- 
pliance with the Doctrines of the 
Court, both Religious and Civil, He 
attain’d to the dignity of being made i 
a Judge of the Common Pleas; of 

which 
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Mr. John Milton, vii 

which he dy’d devefted not long after 
the Revolution. 

But JOHN the fubjett of the pre- 
fent Eflay, was the favorite of his Fa- 
ther’s hopes ; who to cultivate the 
great Genius which early difplay’d it- 
felf, was at the expenfe of a dome- 
ftic Tutor: whofe care and capacity 
his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated in 
an excellent Latin Elegy ; the fourth 
in the prefen t colle&ion. At his initi- 
ation He is faid to have 
apply’d hirnfelf to Letters An ' JBm ' ,l * 
with fuch indefatigable induflry, that 
He rarely was prevail’d with to quit 
his ftudies before mid-night: which 
not only made him frequently fubjeft 
to fevere pains in his head ; but like- 
wife occafion’d that weaknefs in his 
eyes, which terminated in a total pri- 
vation of fight. From a domefiic edu- 
cation He was remov’d to St. Paul's 
School, to complete his acquaintance 

A 4 * with 
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with the ClaiEcs under the care of 
Dr. Gill : and after a ihort day there, 
was tranfplanted to Cbriji's College in 

Cambr idgcyx here He diiiia. 

guilh’d himfelf in all kinds 
of Academical Excrcifes. Of this So- 
ciety He continued a Member ’till He 
commenc’d Mailer of Arts: and then 
leaving the Univerfity, He return’d to 
his Father; who had quitted the 
Town, and liv’d at Horton near Cole - 
brooke in Bark/hire ; where He perfu’d 

his {ludies with unparra- 
An.jEtat.ii. ailiduity, andfuccefs. 

After fome years fpent in this ftudi- 
ous retirement, his 
and then He prevail’d with his Father 
to gratify an inclination He had long 
entertain’d of feeing foreign Coun- 
tries. Sir Henry JVotton , at that time 

v ■ __ 

Provoft of Eaton College, 

An. JEtat. 30. . . . T _ , 

gave him a Letter of ad- 
vice for the diredion of his Travels: 

but 
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Afr. John Milton, ix 
but by not obferving * an excellent 
Maxim in it, He incur’d great dan- 
ger by difputing againfl the Superfli- 

tion of the Church of Rome, within 

< 

the verge of the Vatican. Having em- 
ploy’d his curiofity about |j two years 
in France and Italy, on the news of 
a civil war breaking out in England 
He return’d, without taking a furvey 
of Greece and Sicily, as at his fetting 
out the Scheme was projected, f At 
Far is the Lord Vifcount Scudamre , 
Ambaflador from King Charles I. at 
the Court of France, introduc’d him 
to the acquaintance of Grotius\ who 
at that time was honor’d with the 
fame Charafter there by Chrifiina 

* I psnjieri Jlretti, ed il vifo fciolto. 

|[ Et jam bis viridt fiirgebat culmui artfld, 

Et totidem jlavas numerabant horrea mejjes - 
-Nec dum aderat Thyrfis : pajlorem fcilicet ilium 
Hulas amor Mufn Thufca retinebat in urbe. 

Epitaph. Dam. 

f Btftnfio Secmda. Fag. 96. Fol. 

> * Ay Queen 


Digitized by Google 


x Hoe L I F E of 

Queen of Sweden. In Rome , Genoa , 
Florence , and other cities of ltaly-> 
He contracted a familiarity with thofe 
who were of higheit reputation for 
Wit and Learning: feveral of whom 
gave him very obliging tefiimonies of 
their friendfhip, and efteem, which 
are printed before his Latin Poems. 
The fir ft of them was written by Man- 
fo Marquis of Villa, a great Patron 
of Taffo , by whom he is celebrated 
in his * Poem on the Conqucft of 
Jernfalem. It is highly probable that 
to his converfation with this noble 
Neapolitan we owe the firft defign 
which Milton conceiv’d of writing 
an Epic Poem: and it appears by fome 
Latin Verfes addrefs’d to the Marquis 
with the Title of Manfus , that Hein- 
tended to fix on King Arthur for his 

* Fra Cavalier magnanimt, e con eft, 

Ri/plentle il Manfo. Lib. 20. 

Heroe: 
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My, John Milton, xi 

Heroe: but Arthur was referv’d to 
another deftiny! 

Retui’ning from his Tra- 
vels He found England An ' 
on the point of being involv’d 
in blood and confufion. It feems 
wonderful that one of fo warm, and 
daring a Spirit, as his certainly was, 
fhou’d be reftrain’d from the Field in 
thofe unnatural commotions. I fup- 
pofe we may impute it wholly to the 
great deference He paid to paternal 
authority, that He retir’d to Lodg- 
ings provided for him in the City: 
which being commodious for the re- 
ception of his Sifter’s Sons, and fome 
other young Gentlemen, He under- 
took their Education: and is faid to 
have form’d them on the fame Plan 
which He afterwards publiih’d, in a 
lhort Tra&ate infcrib’d to his friend 
Mr. Hartlib. 

In this philofophical courfe He con- 
tinued 
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titmed without a wife to the year 1643 j 

when He marry’d Mary the 
An.iEtat. 3 j. Rt char dFow ell 

of For eft -hill in Oxfordjbire a Gen- 
tleman of eftate and reputation in that 
County ; and of principles fo very op- 
poike to his Son-in-Law, that the Mar- 
riage is more to be wonder’d at, than 
• the Separation which enfu’d, in little 
more than a month after ftie had coha- 
bited with him in London, Her de- 
fertion provok’d him both to write fe- 
veral treatifes concerning the do&rine, 
and difcipline, of Divorce ; and alfo 
to make his addrefles to a young Lady 
of great wit and beauty: but before - 
He had in gag’d her afFe&ions to con- 
clude the marriage-treaty, in a vifit at 
one of his Relations He found his W ife 
proftrate before him, imploring for- 
givenefs, and reconciliation. It is not to 
be doubted but an interview of that na- 
iurc,fo little expeded,muft wonderfully 

affeft 
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affeft him : and perhaps the impreili- 
ons it made on his imagination contri- 
buted much to the painting of that pa- 
thetic Scene in * Pa r a d i s e L o s r, in 
which Eve addreffeth herfelf to Adam 
for pardon, and peace. At the inter- 
ceflion of his friends who were pre- 
fent, after a ill or t reluctance He gene- 
rouily facrific’d all his refentment to 
her tears. 


... — Soon his heart relented 
'Towards her , his life fo late , and foie delight: 
Now , at his feet fubmijfive in dijlrefs / 

And after this re-union, fo far was 
He from retaining an unkind memory 
of the provocations which He had re- 
ceiv’d from her ill conduct, that when 
the King’s caufe was entirely opprefs’d, 
and her Father who had been a&ive 
in his. Loyalty was expos’d to Seque- 
ftra&on.j Milictn receiv’d both him 

* Book X. ver. 909. 

and 
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and his family to prote&ion, and free 
entertainment, in his own houfe, till 
their affairs were accommodated by 
his intereft in the vi&oriousFadion. 

For He was now grown 
An.jEiat. 41. f amoilS ^ polemical 

writings of various kinds, and held in 
great favor, and efteem, by thofe who 
had power to difpofe of all prefer- 
ments in the State. ’Tis in vain to 
diffemble, and far be it from me to 
defend, his engaging with a Party 
combin’d in the deftru&ion of our 
Church and Monarchy. Yet, leaving 
the juftification of a mif-guided lince- 
rity to be debated in the Schools, may 
I prefume to obferve in his favor, that . 
his Zeal, diftemper’d and furious as it 
was, does not appear to have been in- 
fpirited by felf-interefted Views? For 
it is affirm’d, that though He liv’d al- 
ways in a frugal retirement, and 
before his death had difpos’d of his 

Library 
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Library (which we may fuppofe to 
have been a valuable collection) He 
left no more than fifteen hundred 
pounds behind him for the fupport of 
his family: and whoever confiders ' 
the Polls to which He was advanc’d, 
and the times in which He enjoy’d 
them, will I believe confefs that He 
might have accumulated a much more 
plentiful fortune: in a difpallionate 
mind it will not require any extraor- 
dinary meafure of candor to conclude* 
that though He abode in the heritage 
of Opprejforsy and the Spoils of his 
country lay at his feet, neither his con- 
feience, nor his honor, cou’d floop 
to gather them. 

A Commiffion to con- 
ftitute him Adjutant-Ge- *■*•*■**■ 
neral to Sir William Waller was pro-’ 
mis’d, but foon fuperfeded by Waller's . ' 
being laid a-fide, when his Mailers 
thought it proper to new-model their 
i > Army. 
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Army. However, the keenefs of 
his Pen had fo effectually recommend* 
ed him to Cromwell's clteem, that 
when he took the reins of govern- 
ment into his own hand, he advanc’d 
him to be Latin Secretary, both' to 
himfelf and the Parliament : the for- 
mer of thefe preferments He enjoy’d 
both under the Ufurper, and his Son ; 
the other, ’till King Charles II. was 
reftor’d. For fome time He had an 
Apartment for his Family in White- 
hall ; but his health requiring a freer 
acceflion of air. He was oblig’d to re- 
move from thence to Lodgings which 
open’d into St. James' s Park. Not 
long after his Settlement there, his 
Wife dy’d in Child-bed : and much 
about the time of her death, a Gutta 
Serena. , which had for feveral years 
been gradually increaimg, totally ex- 
tingpife’d his fight. In this melancho- 
lic condition He was eafity prevail’d 

with 
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with to think of taking another wife ; 
who was Catharine the Daughter of 
Captain IVocdcock of Hackney: and 
ike too, in lefs than a year after their 
marriage, dy’d in the fame unfortu- 
nate manner as the former had done ; 
and in his twenty third Sonnet He 
does honor to her memory. 

Thefe private calamities 

i « • « * yiyi* aw/, C2» 

were much heighten d, by 
the different figure He w'as likely to 
make in the new Scene of affairs, 
which was going to be aded in the 
State. For all *things now confpi- 
ring to promote die King’s Refto- 
ration, Fie was too confcious of his 
own adivity during the Ufurpation* 
to exped any favor from the Crown : 
and therefore He prudently abfconded 
’till the Ad of Oblivion was publiili’d * 
by which He was only render’d incapa- 
ble of bearing any office in the Nation. 
Many had a very juff effeem of his ad- 
mirable 
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mirable parts and learning, who de- 
tefted his principles ; by whofe inter- 
ceflion his Pardon pafs’d the Seals: 
and I wifti the Laws of Civil Hiftory 
cou’d have extended the benefit of 
that Oblivion to the memory of his 
guilt, which was indulg’d to his Per- 
fon ; ne tanti faeinoris immanitas aut 
extitijfe , aut non vindicata fuife vi- 
deatur. 

Having thus gain’d a full protedion 
from the Government, (which was ift 
truth more than He cou’d have rea- 
sonably hop’d) He appear’d as much in 
• publick as he formerly us’d to do; 
and employing his Friend Dr. ‘Paget 
to make choice of a third confort, on 
his recommendation He married Eli- 
zabeth the Daughter of Mr. Minjbul 
a Chejh 'tre Gentleman, by whom He 
had no ififue. Three Daughters by his 
firft wife were then living ; the two 
elder of whom are faid to have been 

very 
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very ferviceable to him in his Studies.^ 
For having been inftru&ed to pro- 
nounce not only the Modern, but alfo 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew lan- 
guages; they read in their refpe&ive 
Originals whatever Authors He wanted 
to confult ; though they underltood 
none but their mother-tongue. This 
employment, however, was too un- 
pleafant to be continued for any long 
procefs of time ; and therefore He dif- 
mifs’d them to receive an Education 
more agreeable to their Sex, and tem- 
per. 

W e come now to take a furvey of 
him in that point of View, in which 
He will be look’d on by all fucceeding 
ages with equal delight, and admirati- 
on. An interval of above twenty 
years had elaps’d fmce He wrote the 
Mask of* Comusy IS Alle- 
groy II ‘Penferofiy and f Ly- jSn ‘ JE *- 1 29 . 
cidas ; all of fuchan exquifite {train ! that 

though 
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though He had left no other monu- 
ments of his Genius behind him, his 
name had been immortal. But neither 
the infirmities of age and conflitution, 
nor the viciflitudes of fortune, cou’d 
deprefs the vigor of his mind ; or di- 
vert it from executing a defign He had 
* long conceiv’d of writing an Heroic 
Poem. The Fall of Man was a fubjeft 
which He had fome years before fix’d 
on for a Tragedy, which He intended to 
form by the models of Antiquity : and 
fome, not without probability, fay the 
Play open’d with that Speech in the 
fourth Book of ParadiseLost, 
ver. 31, which is addrefs’d by Satan to 
the Sun. Were it material, I believe I 
cou’d produce other Paflages which 
more plainly appear to have been ori- 
ginally intended for the Scene. But 
whatever truth there may be in this 
report, ’tis certain that He did not be- 
gin ta mold his Subjed in the form 

• Par . Loft B. 9. V. 16. which 

- ' . ^ 
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which it bears now, before He had 
concluded his controverfy with Sal- 
majius and More ; when He had 
wholly loll the ufe of his Eyes ; and 
was forc’d to employ in the oflice of 
.an Amanuenfis any friend who acci- 
dentally paid him a vifit. Yet under 
all thefe difcouragements, and various 
interruptions, in the * Year 
i66y He publiih’d his Pa- 
raoise Lost; the nobleft Poem, 
ne^t to thofe of Homer and Virgil , 
that ever the wit of man produc’d in 
any age or nation. Nor need I men- 
tion any other evidence of its inefti- 
naable worth, than that the find! Gc- 
njiifes who have fucceeded him have 
ever dteem’d it a merit to f elifli, and 
illullrate, its beauties : whilfl the Cri- 
tic who gaz’d with fo much wanton 
malice on the nakednefs of Sktkejfrew' 
* 

* Milton ’ j Contrail with Ini Beokfeller S. SiniinoQ6 for 
the Copy bears Date April 1667. 

when 
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yphen he flept, after having f formally 
declar’d war againd it, wanted cou- 
rage to make his attack ; flulh’d though 
he was with his conqueds over Ju- 
lius C<efar, and The Moor : which 
infolence his Mufe, like the other Af- 
faflines of Cafar , * feverely reveng’d 
on herfelf; and not long after her 
triumph became her own executioner. 
Nor is it unworthy our observation, that 
though, perhaps, no One of our Englijh 
Poets hath excited fo many Admirers 
to imitate his Manner, yet I think ne- 
ver any was known to afpire to emu- 
lation ; even the „ late ingenious 
Mr. ^Philips, who, in the colors of 
Style, came the neared of all the Co- 
piers to refemble the great Original, 
made his didant advances with a 
filial reverence; and redrain’d his 
ambition within the fame bounds 

9 

t U* Tragedies of tbt lafi age tonjijtr’j, p. 14 jj 

• rid. Edgar. 

. which 
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which Lucretius prefcrib’d to his o\vn 
imitation : 

. * • 

Non it a certandi cupidus , quam propter amorem 
Quod'T E imitari aveo: qu:d entm contendat hirunde 
Cycnis ? ■ 

And now perhaps it may pafs for 
fidion, what with great veracity I 
affirm to be fad, that Milton, after 
having with much difficulty prevail’d 
to have this Divine Poem Licens’d 
for the Prefs, cou’d fell the Copy for 
no more than Fifteen Pounds : the 
payment of which 'valuable confidera- 
tion depended on the Sale of three 
numerous Impreffions. So unreafona- 
bly may perfonal prejudice affed the 
mofl excellent performances J 
About * two years after, 

. • | n dit. Ci. 

together with Samson 3 

Agonistes (a Tragedy not un- 
worthy the Grecian Stage when A* 

* They wire Lktnftd Ju'y i, 167®. but net printed be- 
fore the year tnfuing. 

thens 
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thens was in her glory) He publifh’d 
Paradise Regain’d. But, Oh ! 

what a falling-off was there ! Of 

which I will fay no more, than that 
there is fcarcely a more remarkable 
inftance of the frailty of human rea- 
fon, than our Author gave in prefer- 
ing this Poem to Paradise Lost; 
nor a more inftru&ive caution to the 
belt writers, to be very diffident in 
deciding the merit of their own pro- 
du&ions. 

And thus having attended him to 
the Sixty Sixth year of his age, as 
clofely as fuch imperfect lights as men 
of Letters, and retirement, ufually 
leave to guide our inquiry wou’d al- 
low ; it now only remains to be re- 
corded, that in the Year 
jtn.Mtm.6 f Gout put a pe- 

riod to his life at Bunhill near Lon- 
don ; from whence his body was con- 
vey’d to St. Giles's Church by Griff k- 

gate y 
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gate, where it lyes inter’d in the 
Chancel ; but neither has, nor want* 
a Monument to perpetuate his me- 
mory. 

In his youth He is faid to have been 
extremely handfome : the color of 
his hair was a light-brown ; the fy- 
metry of his features exaft; enli-* 
ven’d with an agreeable air, and a 
beautiful mixture of fair and ruddy 5 
which occafion’d the Marquis of Villa, 
to give his * Epigram the fame Turn 
of Thought, which Gregory Arch- 
Deacon of Rome had employ’d above 
a thoufand years before, in praifing 
the amiable complexions of fome 
Englijh Youths, before their conver- 
fion to Chriftianity. His ftature (f as 
we find it meafur’d by himfelf) did 
not exceed the middle-fize ; neither 

* Ut mens, for mu, decor, facies, mos, ft pittas fie. 

Non Angius, verum hercle Angelas ipfe fores, 

i Dtfenpo fectinda. p. 87. Fol 

a too 
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too lean, nor corpulent : his limbs4 
well-proportion’d, nervous, and aftive ; 
ferviceable in all refpe&s to his ex- 
ercifingthe Sword, in which He much 
delighted ; and wanted neither skill 
nor courage to refent an affront, 
from men of the moft athletic confti- 
tutions. In his diet He was abftemi- 
ous ; not delicate in the choice of his 
difhes ; and ftrong liquors of all kinds 
were his averfion. Being too fadly 
convinc’d how much his health had 
foffer’d by night-ftudies in his younger 
years. He ufed to go early (feldom 
later than Nine) to reft ; and rofe 
commonly before Five in the morn- 
ing. It is reported, (and there is a 
paffage in one of his Latin Elegies 
to countenance the tradition) that his 
Fancy made the happieft flights in the 
Spring : but one of his Nephews ufed 
to deliver it as Milton’s own obfer- 
vation, that his Invention was in its 

higheft 
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higheft perfe&ion from September to 
the Vernal ^Equinox : however it 

was, ^ the great inequalities to be found 
in his compofures are inconteftable 
proofs, that in fome feafons He was 
but one of the People. When blind- 
nefs reftrain’d him from other exer- 
■cifes, He had a machine to fwing in, 
for the prefervation of his health ; and 
diverted himfelf in his chamber with 
playing on an Organ. His Deportment 
was ered, open, affable ; his Conver- 
sation eafy, chearful, inflruft ive ; his 
Wit on all occafions at command, 
facetious, grave, or fatirical, as the fub- 
je£ requir’d. His Judgement, when 
dif- engag’d from Religious and Politi- 
cal Speculations, was juft and pene- 
trating ; his Apprehenfion, quick ; his 
Memory, tenacious of what He read ; 
his Reading, only not fo extenfive as 
his Genius, for That was univerfal. 
And having treafur’d upfuch immenfe 

a x stores 
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Stores of Science, perhaps the facul- 
ties of his Soul grew more vigorous 
after He was depriv’d of his fight : 
and his Imagination (naturally Sub- 
lime, and inlarg’d by reading Ro- 
mances, * of which He was much 
-inamor’d in his youth.) when it was 
wholly abitraded from material Ob- 
jeds, was more at liberty to make 
fuch amazing excurfions into the Ideal 
World, when in compofing his Dir 
vine Work He was tempted to range 

Beyond the vifible diurnal fphear. . 

And with fo many Accomplishments, 
not to have had fome Faults, and Mif- 
fortunes, to be laid in the balance 
with the Fame, and Felicity, of writing 
Paradise Lost, wou’d have been 
too great a portion for Humanity. 

* His Apology fo Snacftyranus. p, 177. Fol. 

Y . " „ 

POST- 
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T H E works of inferior Geniufes have their • 
infancy, and often receive additions of 
ftrength and beauty, in the feveral Impref- 
lions they undergo whilft their Authors live: but 
the following roem came into the world, like 
the Perfons whom it celebrates, in a ftate of ma- 
turity. However, though in the Firft Edition it was 
difpos’d into Ten Books only, Milton thought 
proper in the Second to make a new divifion of it 
Into T welve : not, I fuppofe, with refpeft to the 
/Ends (for He was, in both fenfes of the phrafe, 
above Imitation) but more probably, becaufe the 
length of the Seventh and Tenth requir’d a Paufe 
in the Narration, He divided them, each into 
Two: on which diftribution, to the beginning of 
thofe Books which are now the Eighth and 
Twelfth, He added the following Veras, which 
were neceflary to make a Connexion. 

Book VIII. ver. i. 

• * 

The Angel ended, and in Adam’j ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a-while 
Thought him Jlill fp taking ; f ill Jlood fix'd to heart 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply’d. 

The latter half of the verfe was taken from this in 
the firft Edition. v ... t 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply’d. 

*3 'Book 
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Book XII. ver. i. 

As one who in his journey bates at noon, 

Though bent on /peed: fo here th' Arch- Angel pout'd, 
’Betwixt the world defray'd, and world rejlor'd > 

Jf Adam ought perhaps might interpo/e: 

' Then, with tranfition fweet, new fpeech refumes. 

At the feme time the Author made fome few ad- 
ditions in other places of the Poem, which are 
here inferted for the fetisfa&ion of the curious. 

Book V. ver. 6 yj. 

" They eat, they drink, and with refection fweet 
Are fill’d, before th’ all-bounteous King, &c. 
were thus enlarg’d in the Second Edition. 

• They eat, they drink, and m communion fweet • 
Quaff immortality, and joy, (fecure 

Of furfeit, where full meafure only bounds 

• Bxcefs) before th’ all-bounteous King, &t. 

Book XI. ver. 484. after, 

L • 

** Inteftine ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs* 
thefe three verfes were added. 

Demoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy. 

And moon-firuck madnefs, pining atrophy ; 

Idarafmus, and wide-wajling peflilence. 

And ver. yy 1 of the feme Book (which was ori- 
ginally thus, 

** Of rend’ring up. Michael to him reply ’d) 
receiv’d this addition, - 

Of rendring tp, and patiently attend ■ ‘ 

r diffohttm, Michael nrply’d, 

2 « i * To 
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b To what I have faid in the Life, of our Au- 
thor’s having no Monument, it may not be impro- 
per to add ; that I defir’d a Friend to inquire at 
St. Giles's Church ; where the Sexton ihew’d him 
a fmall Monument, which he laid was fuppos’dto 
be Mi l t o n’s ; but the Infcription had never been 
legible lince he was employ’d in that office, which 
he has polTefs’d about Forty Years. This, fure, 
cou’d never have happen’d in fo lhort a fpace of 
time, unlefs the Epitaph had been induftrioufly 
eras’d: and that fuppofition carries with itfo much 
inhumanity, that 1 think we ought to believe it 
was not ere&ed to his Memory. 
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Paradisum Amissam 

I 

SuMMI PoETjB 

JOANNIS MlLTONl. 

Q UI Iegis Amissam Par a dtsum, grandia Magni 
Carrnina Miltoni, quid nifi cun£ta legis ? 

Res cun&as, Sc cumftarum primordia rerum, 

Et fata, Sc fines continet ifte liber. 

Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi; 

Scribitur Sc toto quicquid in Orbe latet : 

Terraeque, tra&ufque maris, coelumque profundum, 
Sulphureulque Erebi, flammivomufque fpecus. 
Quaeque colunt terras, pontumque, ScTartara caeca > 
Quaeque colunt fummi lucida regna poli. 

Et quodcunque ullis conclufum eft finibus uiquam, 

Et fine fine Chaos, Sc fine fine DEUS: 

Et fine fine magis, (fi quid magis eft fine fine) 

In CHRISTO erga homines conciliatus amor. 

Haec qui fperaret, quis crederet effe futura ? 

Et tamen haec hodie terra Britanna legit, 

O quantos in bella Duces! quae protulit arma! 

Quae canit, 8c quantd praclia dira tuba ! 

Cceleftes acies ! atque in certimine Coelum! 

Et quae cceleftes pugna deceret agros! 

Quantus in aetheriis tollit fe Lucifer armis! 

, Atque ipfo graditur vix Michaele mipor ! 
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Qjantis, 8c quam funeflis concurritur ins, 

Dum ferus hie ftellas protegit, ille rapit ! ' " 

Dum vulfos raontes, ceu tela reciproca, torquenti 
Et non mortali deiuper igne pluunt; 

Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat O l y m p us ; 

Et metuit pugnas non fuperefle fas. 

At iimul in ccclis MESSIAi iniignia fulgent, 

Et currus animes, armaque digna DEO; 
Horrendumque rotae ftrident, 8c fcrva rotarum 
Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus ; 

Et flammae vibrant, 8c vera tonitrua rauco 
Admiftis flammis infonuere polo: 

Excidit attonitis mens omnis, 8c impetus omnis, 

Et caffis dextris irrita tela cadunt. 

Ad poenas fugiunt, 8c (ceu foret O r c u s afylum ! ) 

Informs certant condere fe tenebris. 

Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite Grait, 

Et quos F a m a recens, vel celebravit anas : 

Haec quicunque leget, tantum cecinifie putabit 
IUonidem Ranas, Virgiljvm Culices. 

Sam. Barrow. M.D; 
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1I7HEN I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold. 
In {lender book His vaft defign unfold : 
MESSIAH crown’d, GOD’s reconcil’d decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree, 

Heav’n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All ! the argument 
Held me a while mifdoubting His intent ; 

That He would ruin ('for I law him ftrong) 

The Sacred Truths to fable, and old long} 

(So Sampson grop’d the Temple’s ports in fpight) 
The world o’erwhelming to revenge His fight. 


Yet as I read, foon growing lefs fevere, 

I lik’d His projeft, the fuccefs did fear ; 

Through that wide field how He His way fhould find. 
O’er which lame faith leads under {landing blind > 

Left He perplex’d the things He would explain, 

And what was eafy, He fhould render vain. 

Or if a work fo infinite He fpann’d. 

Jealous I was that lome lefs skilful hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is well. 

And by ill imitating would excel!) 

Might hence prefume, the whole creation’s day 
To change in feettes, and fhew it in a Play. 

Pardon me, might y Poet! nor defpife 
My caufclefs, yet not impious, furmife. 

But I am now convinc’d, and none will dare 
Within Thy labors to pretend a fhare. 

Thou haft not mifi’d one thought that could be fit; 
And all that was improper dort omit : 
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So that no room is here for writers left. 

But to detett their ignorance, or theft. 

That majefty which through Thy Work doth reign,' 
Draws the devout, deferring the profane : 

And Things Divine Thou treae ft of in fuch (late. 

As them preferves, and Thee inviolate. 

At once deiight and horror on us feifc. 

Thou fing’ft with fo much gravity and cafe} 

And above humane flight doit foar aloft. 

With plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft! 

The bird nam’d from that Paradife You fing 
So never flags, but always keeps on wing. 

Where could’ft Thou words of fuch a compaft find? 
Whence furnifh fuch a vaft expenfe of mind ? 

Juft Heav’n Thee, like T i R e s i a s, to requite. 

Rewards with propbefy Thy lofs ef fight. 

Well might’ftthou fcorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of Thy own lenfe fecure ; 

While the Town-Bays writes all the while and 
And, like a pack-horfe, tires without his bells. [fpclls, 
Their fancies like our bufhy-points appear, 

The poets tag them, we for fafhion wear. 

I too tranfported by the mode commend ; 

And while I mean to praife Thee, muft offend. 

Thy verie created like Thy Theme fublime, 

Jn number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhyme. 


Andrsw Marvell. 
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The Verse. 

T HE meafure is English Heroic Verfe 
without Rhyme, as that of H o M e R in 
Greek, and of V i r g i l in Latin ; Rhyme being 
no neceffary adjunct, or true Ornament of Poem 
or good verfe ; in longer works efpecially : but 
the invention of a barbarous age, to fet off wretch- 
ed matter and lame metre : grac’d indeed fincc by 
the ufe of fome famous modern Poets, carried a-, 
way by cuftom ; but much to their own vexation, 
hindrance, and conflraint to exprefs many things 
otherwife, (and for the moft part worfe) than elfe 
they would have expreft them. Not without 
caufe therefore fome (both Italian and S p a- 
n i s h) Poets of prime note have reje&ed 
Rhyme, both in longer and fhorter works ; as have 
alfo long fince our belt English Tragedies ; as 
a thing of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial and 
®f no true mufical delight: which confifts only in 
apt Numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, and the 
fenfe varioufly drawn out from one Verfe into a- 
nother : not in the jingling found of like endings ; 
a fault avoided by the learned Antients both in 
Poetry, and all good Oratory. This negle& then 
of Rhyme fo little is to be taken for a defe&; 
(Though it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers) 
that it rather is to be elleem’d an example let, the 
firft in E n g li sh, of antient liberty recover’d to 
Heroic Poem, from the troublefome and modern 
bondage of Rhyming. 

*§§» 
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The ARGUMENT. 

This firfi book propofes, firfi in brief, the whole fubjefl, man's 
dif obedience, and the lofs thereupon of Paradife wherein 
he was plac'd. Then touches the prime caufe of his fall, 
the ferpent, or rather Satan in the ferpenf, who nvoU-„ 
ing from God, and drawing to his fide many legions of 
Angels, was by the command of Govs driven out of hea- 
ven with all his crew into the great deep. Which attion 
pafs'd over, the Poem hafles into the midfi of things, prt - 
fenting Satan with his Angels Mb fallen into hell, de- 
fer ib'd here, not in the centre (for heaven and earth 
may be fuppos'd as yet not made, certainly not yet oc- 
cur s' d) but m a phee of utter dxritnefs, fithefi call'd 
Chaos *. fieri Satan with his Angels tying tm rhe burning 
lake, thunderflruck and afionifh'd, after a certain fpace 
recovers, as from confufion, calls up him who next in 
order and dignity lay by hirts ; Ihey confer of their mife - 
rable fall. Satan awakens all his legions, who lay ‘till 
then in the fame manner confounded: they rife j their 
numbers, array of battel, their ctiilf leaders nam'd, a<- 
'tttrding’to ihi idols kncwti aftenbarih in tomato and the 
countries adjoining. To thefe Satan dir ells his fpeech, 
comforts them with hope yet of regaining heaven, but 
tells them laftly of a new world and new kind of creature 
to be created , according to an ancient prophecy or re- 
port in heaven', for that Angels were long before this 
' vifible creation, was the opinion of many ancient Tat hers. 
To find out the truth of this prophecy, and what to de- 
termine thereon, he refers to a full council. What his 
ajfocir.tes thence attempt. Paodsmonium, the palace of 
Satan, rifes, fuidtnly built out of the deep\ the infernal 
Peers there fit m council, 

*T 
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F Man’s firft disobedience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofc mortal tafte 
Brought deads into the world and all our 
woe, 

p With lofs of £ Den, till one greater Mao 
Re (tore us, and regain the blUaful feat, f 
Sing heav’nly Mule, that on the Secret top • 

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didft mfpire 
That fhepherd, who firft taught the chofen iced. 

In the beginning how the beav’ns and earth 

Rofe out of Chaos: Or if Sion hill im 

Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flow’d 

Fad by the oracle of God; 1 thence 

Invoke thy aid to my advent’rous fong. 

That with no middle flight intends to foar 

Above th’ A on iam mount, while it perfues if 

Things uaattempted yet in profc or rhyme. 

B a And 
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And chiefly thou O S p i r i t, that doft prefer * 

.Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure, 

Inftruft me, for thou know’ll : thou from the firft 
Waft prelent, and with mighty wings out-lpread, 10 
Dove-like fat’ll brooding on the vaft Abyfs, 

And mad’ft it pregnant: what in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raife and fupport; 

That to the height of this great argument 
I may aflert eternal Providence, if 

And juilifie the ways of God to men. 


Say firft, for heav’n hides nothing from thy view,** 

Nor the deep trail of hell, fay firft what caufe 
Mov’d our grand Parents, in that happy Hite- 
Favour’d of heav’n lb highly, to fall off . 

From their creator, and tranfgrefs his will 
For one reftraint, lords of the world befides ? 

Who firft feduc’d them to that foul revolt? 

Th’ infernal ferpent ! he it was, whofe guile, 

Stirr’d up with envy and revenge, deceiv’d 
The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had call him out from heav’n, with all his hoft 
Of rebel Angels, by whofe aid alpiring 
To fet hirnfelf in glory above his Peers, 

He trufted to have equall’d the Moft High, 4* 

If he oppos’d} and with ambitious aim, 

Againft the throne and monarchy of God 
Rais’d impious war in heav’n and battel proud. 

With vain attempt. Him the almighty power \ 

Hurl’d headlong flaming from th’ ethereal sky, 

With hideous ruin and combuftion, down 
To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire, 

Who durft defie th’ Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times thc fpace that mcafures day and night yo 

* : T® 
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To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquifh’d, rolling in the fiery gulf, 

Confounded though immortal: but his doom 
Referv’d him to more wrath; for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and lading pain ff 

Torments him; round he throws his baleful eyes. 

That witnels’d huge affli&ion and difmay, 

Mix’d with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate : 

At once, as far as angels ken, he views 

The difmal fituation wafte and wild: 60 

A dungeon horrible, on all fides round, 

As one great furnace, flam’d, yet from thofe flames 
No light, but rather darknefs vilible. 

Serv’d only to difeover fights of woe ; 

Regions of forrow, doleful (hades, where peace 
And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 
That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
With ever-burning fulphur unconfum’d. 

Such place eternal juftice had prepar’d 
For thole rebellious; here their prifbn ordain’d, 

In utter darknefs, and their portion fet 
As far remov’d from God and light of heav’n, 

As from the centre thrice to th’ utmoft Pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 

There the companions of his fall, o’erwhelm’d 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempcftuoos fire, 

He foon difeerns ; and welt’ring by his fide 
One next himfelf in pow’r, and next in crime 
Long after known in Palastine, and nam’d 8* 
Beelzebub: To whom th’ arch-enemy, 

(And thence in heav’n call’d Satan) with bold words 
Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 

If thou beeft He 1 — But O how fail’d f how chang’d 
From him, who in the happy realms of light 8y 

B 3 Cloatb’d 
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Cloath’d with tranfcendent brightnefs, didft out-fhine 
Myriads tho’ bright ! If He, whom mutual league. 

United thoughts and counfels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize, 

Join’d with me once, now mifery hath join'd m 

In equal ruin I Into what pit thou feed ^ 

From what height fall’nj io much the ftronger prov’d 
He with his thunder: and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms? Yet not for thofe, 

Nor what the potent vidior in his rage 
Can elfe inflift, do I repent, or change 
f Though chang’d in outward lurtrej that fix’d mind 
And high difdain, from fenle of injur’d merit. 

That with the Mightieft rais’d me to contend. 

And to the fierce contention brought along i«o 

Innumerable force of fpirits arm’d. 

That durft diflike his reign ; and me preferring. 

His utmoft pow’r with adverfe pow’r oppos’d, 

In dubious battel on the plains of heav’n, 

And fhook his throne. What tho’ the field be loft ? 

All is not loft; tb’ unconquerable Will, 

And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 

And courage never to fubmit or yield; 

(And what is elfe not to be overcome?,) 

That glory never (hall his wrath or might iii 

Extort from me, to bow and fue for grace 
With fuppliant knee, and deifie his pow’r. 

Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire : that were low indeed, 

That were an ignominy and fliarae beneath n» 

This downfal ; iince by fate the ftrength of Gods,’ 

And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail; 

Since through experience of this great eveat. 

In arms not worfe, in forefight much advanc'd, 

We may with more fucccfsful hope refolrc no 

To 
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To wage by force or guile eternal war, 

Jrreconcileable to our grand foe j 
Who now triumph, and in th’ excefe of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heav’a. 

t 

So fpake,* th’ apoftate Angel, though in pain ; 

Vaunting aloud, but rack’d with deep defpair: 

And him thus anfwer’d fooa his bold compeer. 

» 

O Prince, O chief of many throned Powers, 

That led th’ irobatteU’d Seraphim to war 

Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds xjo 

Fearleft, endanger’d heav’n’s perpetual King, 

And put to proof his high fupremacy j 
Whether upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate, 

Too well I fee and rue the dire event, 

That with fad overthrow and foul defeat i 

Hath loft us heav’fi, and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible deftru< 2 ian laid thus lew, 

As far as Gods and heav’niy efteuces 

Can periih : For the mind and fpirit remains 

Invincible, and vigor foon returns, - 14.0 

Though all our glory extinft, and happy ft ate 

Here fwallow’d up in endlefs mifery. 

But what if he eur cenqu’ror ('whom I now 

Gf force believe Almighty, finoe no left 

Than fuch could have o’er- power’d fetch force as ours J i$f 

Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength entire, 

Strongly to fufier and fupport our pains ? 

That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier fervice, as his thralls 

By right of war, whate’er his bylinefebe, ■ if 

lire in the heart of hell to work in fire, > 

Or do his errands in the gloomy Deep : 

Whit can k then avail, though yet we feel., . 

B 4 Strength 
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Strength undiminidi’d, or eternal being 
To undergo eternal punifoment? 

Whereto with fpeedy words th’ Arch-fiend reply’d. 


Fall’n Cherub, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or fuffcring : but of this be fure, 

To do ought good never will be our task. 

But ever to do ill our foie delight. 

As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refid. If then his Providence 
Out of our evil fcek ro bring forth good. 

Our labour mud be to pervert that end, 

And out of good foil to find means of evil i 
Which oft-times may fuccecd, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb 
His inmod counfels from their dedin’d aim. 

But (ee! the angry vidlor hath recall’d 
His minifters of vengeance and perfuit, 

Back to the gates of heav’n: the fo ph’rous hail 
Shot after us in ftorm, o’er-blown, hath laid 
The fiery forge, that from the precipice 
Of heav’n receiv’d us falling} and the thunder. 
Wing’d with ted lightning and impetuous rage. 
Perhaps hath fpenr his (hafts, and ceafes now 
To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs Deep. 
Let us not flip th’ occafion, whether fcorn. 

Or fariate fury, yield it from our foe. 

Seed thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild. 
The feat of defolation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames 
Cads pale and dreadful? thither let us tend 
From off the toffing of thefe fiery waves; 
There red, if any red can harbour there : 

And re-aflimbJing our affli&ed pow’rs, 

Confult how we may henceforth mod offend 
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Our enemy, our own lofs how repair. 

How overcome this dire calamity, 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope; i$o 

If not, what rcfolution from dei'pair. 

Thus Satan talking to his near el mate. 

With head up-lift above the wave, and eyes 

That fparkling blaz’d; his other parts befides 

Prone on the flood, extended long and large, ipy 

Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as huge 

As whom the fables name, of monrtrous lire. 

Titan 1 an, or EARTH-born, that wait’d on Jov*, 
Briareus or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held, or that fca-beaft aoo 

Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeft that fwim th’ ocean ftream : 

(Him haply llumb’ring on the Norway foam. 

The pilot of fome fmail night-founder’d skiff. 

Deeming fbme ifland, oft, as foa-men tell, I6f 

With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind, 

Moors by his lxde under the Lee, while night 
Inverts the fea, and wifhed morn delays.,) 

So ftrctch’d out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay, * 
Chain’d on the burning lake; nor ever thAice no 

Had ris’n or heav’d his head, but that the will 
And high permiflion of all-ruling heaven. 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns; 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfolf damnation, while he fought- ary 

Evil to others; and enrag’d might foe 

How all his malice forv’d but to bring forth 

Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fhewn 

On man by him feduc’d; but on himfelf 

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour’d. aio 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

By His 
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His mighty ftature; on each hand the flames 
Driv’n backward flope their pointing fpires, and rowl’d 
In billows, leave i’th’ midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fleers his flight Hf 

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air. 

That felt unufual weight j till on dry land 
He lights, if it were land that ever burn’d 
With folid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And fiich appear’d in hue, as when the fore# 130 

Of fubterrancan wind tranfports a hill 
Torn from Pel or us, or the flatter’d fide 
Of thund’ring JR t n a, whofe combuftiblc 
And fucl’d entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim’d with mineral fury, aid the winds, 135* 

And leave a tinged bottom all involv’d 
With flench and fmoke, fuch refting found the foie 
Of unblefs’d feet. Him follow’d his next mate, 

Both glorying to have Tcap’d the Stygian flood, 

As Gods, and by their own recover’d ftrength, 14* 
Not by the fufFrance of fupernal pow’r. 

Is this the region, this the foil, the clime, 

Said then the loft Arch- Angel, this the feat 

That we muft change for heav’n? this mournful gloom 

For that caeleftial light ? be it fo, fince he i+f 

Who now is (ov’rain can difpofe and bid 

What fhall be right : fartheft from him is beft. 

Whom reafbn hath equall’d, force hath made fupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields, 

Where joy for ever dwells! hail horrors ! hail ay# 

Infernal world ! and thou profoundeft hell 
Receive thy new poflellbr ! one who brings / 

A mind not to be chang’d by place or time. 

The mind is its own place, and in it felf 

Can make a heav’n of hell, a hell of beav’n, iff 

What 
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What matter where, if I be (tiH the fame. 

And what I fhould be, ali but lefs than be 
Whom thunder hath made greater? here at leaft 
We fhall be free; th’ Almighty hath uot built 
Here for his envy; will not drive us hence: a 

Here we may reiga fecure; and in my choice 
fo reign is worth ambition, tho’ in hell: 

Better to reiga in hell, than ferve in heaven. 

But wherefore let we then our ffoithful friends, 

Th’ aflbeiatesand copartners of our lofs, i 6 f 

Lye thus aftonifh’d on th’ oblivious pool, 

And call them not to fhace with us their part 

In this unhappy manfion, or once more 

With rallied arms to try what may be yet 

Regain’d in heav’n, or what more loft in hell ? 170 

* 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub 
T hus anfwer’d: Leader of thole armies bright. 

Which but th’ Omnipotent none could have foil’d, 

If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fb oft ayy 

In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag’d, in all aflaults 
Their fureft fignal, they wjll fbon refume 
New courage and revive, tho’ now they lye 
Grov’ling and proftrate on yon lake of fire, ' a 80 

As we erewhile, aftounded and amaz’d. 

No wonder, falln fuch a pernicious height. 


He fcarce had ceas’d when the fuperior fiend 
Was moving tow’rd the fhore; his pond’rous Ihield, 
Ethereal temper, maflie, large and round, 

Behind him call; the broad circumference 
Hung on his fhoulders like the Moon, whole orb 
Thro’ optic glafi t be Tuscan artift views 
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At ev’ning from the top of F e so l e. 

Or in V a l d a r n o, to delcry new lands, 190 

Rivers, or mountains, in her fpotty globe. 

His fpcar, to equal which the tailed pine 
Hewn on Nor we g ian hills, to be the maft 
Of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand, 

He walk’d with to lupport uneafie fteps »9f 

Over the burning marie ("not like thofe fteps 
On heaven’s azure ! ) and the torrid clime 
Smote on him fore befides, vaulred with fire. 

Nathlefs he fo endur’d, ’till on the beach 

Of that inflamed lea, he flood and call'd 3 °* 

His legions. Angel-forms, who lay entrans’d. 

Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks 
In V a llombrosa, where th’ Etrurian {hades 
High over arch’d embow’r; or fcatter’d fedge 
Afloat, when with fietce winds Orion arm’d 30$ 

Hath vex’d the Red-Sea coaft, whofe waves o’er threw 
Busiris an 1 his Memphian chivalry, 

"While with perfidious hatred they perfu’d 

The fojourners of Goshen, who beheld 

Prom the fafe flioar their floating carcafes JiQ 1 

And broken chariot wheels: fo thick beftrown, 

Abjedb and loft lay thele, covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call’d fo loud, that all the hollow Deep 

Gf hell refounded: Princes, Potentates, 3 ry 

Warriors, the flow’r of heav’n, once yours, now loft. 

If fuch aftonifhment as this can leize 
Eternal fpirits; or have ye chos’n this place. 

After the toil, of battel to repofe 

Your wearied virtue, for the eale you find 320 

To (lumber here, as in the vales of heaven l 
Or in this abjedt pofture have ye fworn 
T’ adore the conqueror? who now beholds 

Cherub 
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Cherub and Seraph rowling in the flood, 

Wi h fcatter’d arms and eniigns, ’till anotr 
His fwift purluers from heav’n gates difccrn 
Th’ advantage, and deicending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 
Tranrfu us to the bottom of this gulf. 

Awake, ariie, or be for ever fali’h. 

They heard, and were abaftit, and up they fprung 
Upon the wing} as when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouze and beftir themlelves ere well awake. 

Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel} 
Yet to their General’s voice they foon obey’d. 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Of A m r a m’s Son, in iE g y p t’s evil day. 

Wav’d round the coaft, up call’d a pitchy cloud 
Of loculls, warping on the eaftern wind, 

That o’er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken’d all the land of Nile: 

So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels feen 
Hov’ring on wing under the cope of hell, 

’Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires: 

’Till, as a fignal giv’n, th’ up-lifted fpcar 
Of their great Sultan waving to diredt 
Their courfe, in even balkince down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all the plain: 

A multitude ! like which the populous north , 
Pour’d never from her frozen loins, to pafs 
R h e n e or the D a n a w, when her barbarous fons 
Came like a deluge on the fouth, and fpread 
Beneath Gibralter to the Libyan lands. 
Forthwith from ev’ry tquadron, and each band. 
The Heads and Leaders thithei hafte where flood 

t 
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Their great Commander; God like fhapes and forms 
Excelling human. Princely Dignities, 

And Pow’rs, that earft in heaven fat on thrones; 
Tho’ of their names in heav’nly records now 
Be no memorial; blotted out and ras’d 
By their rebellion, from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the fons of E v e 

Got them new names; ’till wand’ring o’er the earth. 

Thro’ G o d’s high fufferance for the tryal of man, 

By falfities and lies the greateft part 
Of mankind they corrupted, to forfake 
God their creator, and th’ iovilible 
Glory of him that made them, to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorn’d 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold, • 

And Devils to adore for Deities: 






37 ® 


Then were they known to men by various names, 
And various idols thro’ the heathen world. 


Say, Mu/e, their names then known ; who firft, 
Rouz’d from the /lumber, on that fiery couch. 

At their great Emperor’s call, as neat in worth 
Came fingly where he Hood, on the bare ftrand. 
While the promilcuous crowd flood yet aloof? 

The chief were tho/e who from the pit of hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durft fix 
Their fears long after next the feat of G o d, 

Their altars by his altar, Gods ador’d 
Among the nations round, and durft abide 
Jehovah thund’ring out of Sion, thron’d 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac’d 
Within his fan&uary it felf their fhrines. 
Abominations! and with curfed things 
His holy rites and folemn feafts prophan’d. 

And with their darknefs djrft affront his light. 
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Firft Moloch, horrid King, belinear'd with Hood 
Of human ftcrifice, and parents tear6, 

Tho’ for the noile of drums and timhrek loud 
Their childrens cries unheard, that pad thro’ fire Jpy 
To his grim idd. Him the A m m on i t e 
Worlhip’d in Ra bra, and her wat’ry plain, 

In Argob and in Basan, to the dream 
Of utmoft A r n o n. Nor content with fuch 
Audacious neighbourhood, the wiled heart 400 

Of Solomon he led by fraud, to build 
His temple right againd the temple of God, 

On the opprobrious hill, and made his grove 

The plealant valley of H in non, Tophet thence 

And black G eh en n a call’d, the type of hell. 405 * 

Next Cheuos, th’ obficne dread of M o a b’s foiu. 

From A roar to Nsbo, and the Wild 

Of fouthmod Abarim; in Hesebon 

And Heronaim, SEON’srealm, beyond 

The flow’ry dale of S 1 b m a, clad wiih vines j 410 

And E le ale to th’ Asphaltic psal: 

P e 0 r his other name, when he entic’d 
I sra el in Sittim on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which cod them woe. 

Yet thence his luftful Orgies he enlarg’d 41 jf 

Even to that hill of Icandal, by the grove 
Of Moloch homicide, luft hard by hate; 

’Till good J o s 1 a h drove them thence to heH. 

With thefe came they, who from the bord’riug flood 
Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 410 

& g y p t from Syrian ground, had general names 
Of Baalim and Ashtaroth; thole male, 

Thele feminine : (For Ipirits when they pleafc 
Can either lex alltime, or both; fo loft 
And uncompounded is their cflence pure, 4*f 

Not ty’d or manacl’d with joint or limb, 
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Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, 

Like cumbrous flefh; but in what fhape they chufe. 
Dilated or condens’d, bright or obfeure. 

Can execute their airy purpofes, 439 

And works of love or enmity fulfil .) 

For thole the race of I s r a e l oft forfook 
Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To heitial Gods; for which their heads as low 4 jy 

Bow’d down in battel, funk before the fpear 
Of delpicable foes. With thele in troop 
Came Astoreth, whom the Phocnicians call'd 
Astarte Queen of heaven, with crefccnt horns; 


To whole bright image nightly by the moon, 

S 1 d on 1 a n virgins paid their vows and fongs ; 
In Sion alio not unfung, where Hood 
Her temple on th’ offenlive mountain, built 
By that uxorious King, whole heart tho’ large. 
Beguil’d by fair idolatreftes, fell 
To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur’d 
The Syrian Damlels, to lament his fate 
In am’rous ditties all a fummer’sday ; 

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the lea, fuppos’d with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the love- tale 
Infe&ed S10 n’s daughters with like heat; 
Whofe wanton palfrons in the (acred porch 
Ezekiel faw, when by the vifion led 
His eyes furvey’d the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Next came one 
Who mourn’d in earneft, when the captive Ark 
Maim’d hi-s brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on the grunfel edge 
Where he fell flat, and lham’d his worlhippers, 


44° 


447 


4**> 


4ff 


460 
Dag 01* 


Bookl. Paradise Lost. 

Dag on his Name; feamonfter, upward man 
And downward fith: yet had his temple high 
Rear’d in Azotus, dreaded through the coaft 
Of Palestine, in Gath, and Ascalon, 

And A cca ron, and Gaza’s frontier bounds. 

Him follow’d R immon, whofc delightful feat 
Was fair D a m a s c u s, on the fertil banks 
Of A b b a n a and Phauphah. lucid ilreams. 

He alio again It the houle of G o d was bold : 

A leper once he loft, and gain’d a King, 

A h az his fotuih conqueror, whom he drew 
God’s altar to dtfparage, and difplace. 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 
His odious off’rings, and adore the Gods 
Whom he had vanquifht. After thefc appear’d 
A crew who under names of old renown, 

Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train, 

With monftrous lhapes and forceries abus’d 
Fanatic ALgypt, and her priefts, to feck 
Their wandiing Gods dilguis’d in bruiifh forms, 
Rather than human. Nor did Israel ’lcape 
Th’ infection, when th-.ir borrow’d gold compos’d 
The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel King 
Doubled that fin in Bethel, and in Dan, 
Lik’ning his Maker to the grazed ox, 

Jehovah, who in one night when he pafs’d 
From Asgypt marching, equal’d with oneftroke 
Both her firft-born and all her bleating Gods. 
Belial came laft, than whom a fpirit mere lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or more grofs to love 
Vice for it felf: to him no temple ftood. 

Or altar fmoak’di yet who more ©ft than he 
In temples and at altars, when the prieft 
Turns atheift, as did Ely’s fons, who fill'd 
With lull and violence the boufe of God? 
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In courts and palaces he alio reigns. 

And in luxurious cities, where the norfe 
Of riot afcends above their Ioftieft tow Vs, 

And injury and outrage : and when night 
Darkens the ftreets, tVen wander forth the ions 
Of Belial, flown with iniolence and wine. 

Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibe am, when the hofpitable door 

Expos’d a matron to avoid worie rape, yey 

Thefe w we the prime in order and in might; 

The reft were long to teil, tho’ far rcnown’d, 

Th’ Ionian Gods, of Javan’s iflue held 
Code, yet confefs’d later than heav’n and earth, 

Their boafted parents. Titan, heav’ns firft-born, fia 
With his enormous brood, and birthright fcii’d 
By younger Saturn: he from mightier Jove, 

His own and Rhea’s fon, like meaiurc found; 

So J o v e ufurping reign’d : thefe firft in Crete 
A nd Ida known, thence on the fnowy top fif 

Of cold Olympus rul’d the middle air. 

Their higbeft heav’n; or on the Delphian cliff. 

Or in Do dona, and thro’ aU the bounds 
Of Doric land; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to the- Hesperian fields, fi« 

And o’er the Celtic roam Vi the uttnoft iflec. 

All thefe and more came flocking, hut with looks 
Down-caft and damp, yet fuck wherein appear'd 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to have found their Chief 
Not in defpair, to have found tbeaaftlves not loft yty 
In lofs it fdf; which on his eount’ittnee oaft 
Like doubtful hue: hut he his wonted pride 
loon recolle&ing, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not fufeftaace, gently rais’d 
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Their fainting courage, and difpell’d their fears. 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud, and clarions, be uprear’d 
His mighty ftandard : that proud honor claim’d 
Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall} 

Who forthwith from the glittering ftaflf unfurl’d 
Th’ imperial enfign* which full high advanc’d. 
Shone like a meteor ftreaming to the wind. 

With gems and golden luftre rich unblaz’d. 
Seraphic arms and trophies* all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial founds : 

At which the univerfal hoft up fent 
A fhout that tore hell’s concave* and beyond 
Frighted the reign of C u aos and old Night. 

All in a moment thro’ the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand banners rife into the air, 

With orient colours waving: with them rofe 
A foreft huge of fpcars* and thronging helma 
Appear’d, and ferried fhiclds in thick array. 

Of depth immeafurable: anon they move 
In perfedt Phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes, and fbft recorders * fuch as rais’d 
To height of nobleft temper Heroes old 
Arming to battel; and inftead of rage. 

Deliberate valor hreath’d, firm, and unmov’d 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat) 

Nor wanting power to mitigate and fwage. 

With folemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Anguifh, and doubt, and fear, and forrow, and pain. 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought 
Mov’d on in lilence to (oft pipes, that charm’d 
Their painful fteps o’er the burnt foil ; and now 
Advanc’d in view, they ftand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length, and dazling arms, in goife 
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Of warriors old with order'd fpear and fhield. 

Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 
Had to impofe : he thro’ the armed files 
Darts his experienc’d eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views their order due; 

The r v.lages and fiature as of Gods; fj* 

Their number lad he fums. And now his heart 
Diftends with pride, and hard’ning in his ftrength 
Glories : for never fince created man 
Met fuch imbodied force, as nam’d with thefe 
Could merit more than that 1'mall infantry f 7T 

Watr’d on by cranes; tho’ all the Giant brood 
Of Pulecra with th’ Heroic race were join’d. 

That fought at Th ebes and Ilium, on each fide 
Mix’d with auxiliar Gods: and what refounds 
In fable of romince of Uther’s fon, jS O 

Begirt with British and A r mor ic Knights; 

And all who fmee, baptiz’d or infidel, * 

Joufled in Aspramont or Montalban, 

Da masco, or Marocco, or Trebisond; 

Or whom Bisert a lent from AFRicIhoar, 

When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 

By Fontarabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 

Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv’d 

Their dread commander; he, above the reft 

In fhape and gefture proudly eminent, f$o 

Stood like a tow’r: his form had yet not loft 

All her original brightnefs, nor appear’d 

Lefs than Arch-Angel ruin’d, and th’ excefi 

Of glory obfeur’d: as when the fun new-ris’n 

Looks thro* the horizontal mifty air, 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. 

In dim ecliple, difaftrous twilight fheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs; darken’d fo, yet {hone 

Above 
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Above them all th’ Arch- Angel : but his face 
Deep fears of thunder had intrench’d, and care 
Sate on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntlefs courage, and confld’rate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remorfe and pafTion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 
(Far other once beheld in blifs,) condemn’d 
For ever now to have their lot in pain; 

Millions of fpirits for his fault amerc’d 
Of heav’n, and from eternal fplendors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithful how they flood. 

Their glory wither’d as when heaven’s fire 
Hath fcath’d the foreft oaks, or mountain pines. 
With finged top their (lately growth tho’ bare 
Stands on the blafted heath. He now prepar’d 
To fpeak, whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round 
With all his Peers: attention hell them mute: 
Thrice henflay’d, and thrice in fpight of fcorn, 
Tears, fuch as Angels weep, bur ft forth; at laft 
Words interwove with fighs found out their way. 
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O myriads of immortal fpirits! O Pow’rs 
Matchlefs, but with th’ Almighty! and that ftrife 
Was not inglorious, tho’ rh’ event was dire. 

As this place teftifies, and this dire change. 

Hateful to utter: but what pow’r of mind, 
Fcreleeing or prefaging, from the depth 
Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear’d. 
How fuch united force of Geds, how fuch 
As flood like thefe, could ever know repulie ? 
For who can yet believe, tho’ after lofs, 

That all theie puiflant legions, whole exile 
Hath emptied hcav’n, (hall fail to re-afeend 
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Sdf-rais’d, and re-po fiefs their native feat? 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of beav’n. 

If counfcls different, or danger fhun’d 
By me, have loft oar hopes.* but he who reigns 
Monarch in heav’n, *nli then as one fecure 
Sate bn his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Confent or cnftom, and his regal ft ate 
Put forth at full, hut ftiti bis fbrngth conceaPd, 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fell. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own; 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New war, provok’d ; our better part remains 
To work in clofe defign, by fraud or guile. 

What force effected not: that he no lefs 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds ; whereof fo rife 6f 
There went a fame in heav’n, that he ere long 
Intended to create; and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Tons of heav’n : 

Thither, if but to pry, fhall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption, tiiither or eifewhere : 

For this infernal pit fhall never hold 

Goeleftial fpirits in bondage, nor th’.Abyfs 

Long under darknefs cover. But thefe rhoughts 

Full counfel mud mature : peace is defpair’d, 66u 

For who can think fubmiflion ? war then, war 

Open or underftood muft be rcfolv’d. 

He fpake: and to confirm his words out-ffew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim : the fuddeti Maze Off 

Ear round illumin’d hell; highly they rag’d 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafped arms 

, b - clafh’d 
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Clalh’d on their founding fhickk the dm of War, 

Hurling defiance coward the vault of heav’n. 

There flood a hill not far, whoft grifly top $70 
Belch’d fire and rowlmg fmoke, the reft entire 
Shone with a giolfy feurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb Was hid mrtadlic ore, 

The work of fulphur; thither wing’d with fpeed 
A numerous brigad hnften’d : as when bands 6 jf 

Of pioneers, with lpade and pickax arm’d, 

Forerun the royal camp, to trench a fieid, 

Or cad a rampart: M a ax mom led them on, 

Mammon, the lead ereded Ipirit that fell 
Fro if) heav’n ; for ev’n in heav’n his looks and thoughts 
Were alv^pys downward bent; admiring more 6$* 
The riches of heav’n's pavement, trodden gold, 

Than ought divine or holy elfe, enjoy’d 

In vifion beatific: by him firil 

Meh allb, and by his fuggeftion taught, * 

Ranfeck’d the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of theit mother earth, 

For treafufts batter had. Soon had his drew 
Open’d into the hiH a fpacious Wound, 

Ahd dig’d out ribs of gold, (let none admire 

That riches grow in heH; that foil may bed 

Deferve the precious bane,,) And here let thole 

Who boad in mortal things, and wond’ring tell 

Of B a b e l , and the work* of Memphian Kings, 

Lfeam how their greated monuments of fame, dpf 

And drength and art areeafily out-done 

By fpirits reprobate, and in an hour 

What in an age they with incefiant toH, 

And hands innumerable, fcarce perform. 

Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar’d, you 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 

Sluc’d 
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Sluc’d from the lake, a lccond multitude 
With wondrous art found <*it the mafly ore; 

Severing each kind, and leumm’d the bullion drols; 

A third a; ioon had form’d within the ground jof 

A various mold; and fiom the boiling ceils 
By (Irange conveyance fill’d each hollow nook : 

As in an Organ from one blalf of wind 
To many a row of pipes the found-board breaths. 

Anon out of the earth a labric huge Jim 

Role iike an exhalation, with the lound 
Of dulcet lymphonies, and voices fweet; 

Built like a temple, where pilalters round 

Were let, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave: nor did there want 7 if 

Cornice or freeze, with boily lculptures grav’n ; # 

The roof waq fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
Equall’d in all their glories, to infiirine 
Bel us, orSERAPis their Gods; or feat 71 ® 

Their Kings, when ./Egypt with Assyria (trove 
In wealth and luxury. 1 h’ al'cending pile 
Stood fixt her (lately height, and (freight the doors 
Op’ning their brazen folds, difeover wide 
Within her ample fpaces, o’er the fmooth 7 if 

And level pavement : from the arched roof. 

Pendent by fubtle magic, many a row 
Of (tarry lamps and blazing creflets, fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded light 
As from a sky. The hafty multitude 
Admiring enter’d, and the work fome praife 
And fome the architcdl : his hand was known 
In heav’n by many a towred llructure high. 

Where feeptred angels held their refidence. 

And (ate as Princes} whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to fuch power, and gave to rule, 
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Each in his Hierarchy, the Order* bright. 

Nor was his name unheard, or unador’d. 

In ancient Greece; and in Ausonian Land 
Men call’d him Mulciber; and how he fell y^o 
From heav’u they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o’er the chryftal battlements; from mom 
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A fummer’s day; and with the fetting fun 

Dropt from the Zenith like a falling ftar, y^y 

On Lemnos th’ AL g e a n ifle: thus they relate. 

Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before; nor aught avail’d him now 
T’have built in heav’n high tow’rs; nor did he (cape 
By all his engins, but was headlong fent yy* 

With his induftrious crew to build in hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds by command 

Of fov’reign pow’r, with awful ceremony 

And trumpets found, throughout the hoft proclaim 

A folemn council forthwith to be held yyy 

At P a n d & m o n 1 u m, the high Capital 

Of Satan and his Peers: their fummons call’d 

From every band and fquared regiment, 

By place or choice the worthieft ; they anon 
With hundreds and with thoulands trooping came y 6# 

Attended : all accefs was throng’d , the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the fpacious hall 
(Though like a cover’d field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm’d, and at the Sol dan’s Chair 
Defi’d the beft of Panim chivalry .y<y 

To mortal combat, or carriere with lance) 

Thick fwarm’d, both on the ground and in the air, 
Brufh’d with the hifs of rutting wings. As bees 
In fpring time, when the fun with Taurus rides. 

Pour forth their populous youth about the hive yy* 
In clutters; they among frelh dews and flow’rs 
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Fly to and fro, or on the fmoothed plank, 

The fuburb of their ftraw-built dttadel. 

New rubb’d with baum, expatiate and confer 

Their ftateafiairs : So thick the aery crowd 77 S 

Swarm’d and were ftraiten’d, till rhelignal giv’n: 

Behold a wonder \ they but now who leem’d 
In bignefs to furpafs Earth’s Giant fons, 

Now lefs than fmalleft dwarfs, in narrow roo/n 
Throng numberlefs, like that pygmean race 7S0 

Beyond the Indian mount, or Fairy Elves, 

Whole midnight revels, by a fbreft fide, 

Or fountain, forne belated peafant fees, 

Or dreams he fees, while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 

Wheels her pale courfe; they on their mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear ; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal fpirits to fmalleft forms 

Reduc’d their fliapes immenfe, and were at large, 790 

Though without number ftill arnidft the hall 

Of that infernal court. But far within, 

And in their own dimenlions like themlclvcs, 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubini, 

In clofe reccfs and fccret conclave fatj 7 Pf 

A thoufand Demi-Gods on golden feats. 

Frequent and full : after fhort filence then 
And fummons read, the great confult began. 

The end. of the firft Book. 
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The Confutation begun, Satan debates whether another bat - 
tel be to be hazarded for the recovery of heaven : feme 
advife it, others dijfuade. A third propofal is prefer'd, 
mentioned before by Satan, to fearch the truth of that 
prophecy or tradition in heaven concerning another world, 
and another kind of creature, equal, or not much inferior 
to thtmfelves, about this time to be created : their doubt 
who fhall be fent on this difficult fearch : Satan their 
chief undertakes alone the voyage , is honor'd and ap- 
plauded. The council thus ended, the reft betake them 
feveral ways, and to feveral employments, as their in- 
clinations lead them, to entertain the time 'till Satan 
return. He paffts on his journey to hell gates, finds them 
jhut, and who fat there to guard them, by whom at 
length they are open'd, and difcover to him the great gulf 
between hell and heaven -, with what difficulty he pajfes 
through, directed by Chaos, the Power of that place, to 
the fight of this new world which he fought. 
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I G H on a throne of royal (late, which far 
O atlhone the wealth of Otuus and 
of I N D, 

Or where the gorgeous eaft with richeft 
hand 

Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl and Gold, 

Satan exalted fat, by met it rais’d y 

To that bad* eminence : and from defpair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 

Beyond thus high, infatiate to perfue 

Vain war with heav’n, and by fuccefs untaught 

His proud imaginations thus difplay’d. 10 

Powers and Dominions, Deities of heav’n ! 

For fince no deep within her gulph can hold 
Immortal vigor, though oppress’d and fall’n, 

I give not heav’o for loft. From this defceot 

C J Coe- 
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Ccdeftial Virtues' fifing, Will appew tj 

Wore glonduff and more dread than frorti 86 fall. 

And trail themfeivCs to fear no fecond fine. 

Me though juft right, and the fix’d laws of bftr’n 
Did firft create your Leader, rtcirt ftee choice. 

With What befides, in Council of M fight, x6 

Hath been atchiev’d of merit, yet this lofi 
Thus far at leaft recover’d, hath much more 
Eftabliih’d id * fafe uoenvied throne, 

Yielded With fuH content. The happier ftattf 
In heav’n, which follows dignity, might draw ay 
Envy from each inferior} but who here 
Will envy Whom fhd hlgheft place expofe* 

Foremoft to ftand igainft the Thunderer’* aim 

Your bulwark, and condemn* to greateft fhare 

Of endleft pain f Where there 1* then fid good j«r 

For which to ftrive, no ftrife can grow up there 

From fa&ion } for none fure will claim in heU- 

FrecedencC} none, Whoft portion is fo fmafl 

Of prefeftt pain, that With ambitious mind 

Will covet more ! With this advantage then ^ 

'to union, and firm faith, aod firm accord, 

More than can be in heav’n, we now return 
To cbim our juft inheritance of old, 

S&rer to profper than profperky 

Could have allur'd as. i and by What MF Way, 49 

Whether of open war or covert guilt, 

We now debate} who ean advift may fpcak. 

I v-4: ■ 

He ceas’d; and next him Mdtoc, fceptred King, 

Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft fpirit 

That fought to ikfav’n, now fiercer by defpair : 4 P 

His truft was with th’ Eternal to be deem’d 

Equal in ftrengrfi, and rather than be left 

Car’d not to be at all ; with that care loft 


Went 
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Went all- hts feat: 'Of Goo, of tell, or worfe. 

He reck’d not ; and thefe words thereafter fpake r jo 

My' fente.tce is for open War : of wiles* 

More inexpert, I boaft not: them let thofe 
Contrive who need, or when, they need, not now: 

For while they fit contriving, fhall the reft, 

Millions that ft*id in arms, and longing wait fp 

The fignal to afcend, fit ltng’ring here 
Heav’n’s fugitives, and for their dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious «len ot fhame. 

The priion of his tyranny who reigns 

By our delay? No! let us rather chufe, 60 

Arm’d with hell flames' and fury, all at once 

O’er heav’n’s high towrs to force reitftlefi way, 1 

Turning eur tortures into horrid arms 

Againft the torturer; when to meet the noife 

Of his Almighty engin he fhall hear if 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 

Black fire and horror fhot with equal rage 

Among his Angels ; and his throne it felf 

Mixt with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire, 

IBs own invented torments, But perhaps 7* 

The way feems difficult and fteep, to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher foe. 

Let fuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetftil lake benumb nor ftiH, 

That in our proper motion we afcend 7/ 

Up to our native feat: defeent and fall 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late 
When the fierce foe hung on ©or broken Rere 
Infulting, and perfii’d us through the deep, 

With what corapulfion and laborious flight 80 

We funk thus lowf th’ afeent is eafic then; 

Th’ event is fear’d; fiioald we again provoke 

C 4 Our 
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Our ftronger, fome worfc way his wrath may find 
To our deftruftion : if there be in hell 
Fear to be worle destroy'd : what can be worfe 
Than to dwell here, driv’n out from blifs, condemn’d 
la this abhoired deep to utter woe* 

Where pain of inextmguifhablc fire 
Muft exercife us without hope of end, 

The vaflals of his anger, when the fcourge 
Inexorable and the torturing hour 
Calls us to penance? more deftroy’d than thus. 

We fhould be quite abolifh’d and expire. 

What fear we then? what doubt we to incenle 
His utmoft ire ? which to the height enrag’d. 

Will either quite confume us, and reduce 
To nothing this eflentialj happier far. 

Than niiferable to have eternal being. 

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine. 

And cannot ceale to be, we are at word 
On this fide nothing} and by proof we feel 
Our powr fufficient to difturb his heav’n. 

And with perpetual inrodes to alarm. 

Though inacccfiible, his fatal throne: 

Which, if not viftory, is yet revenge. 

He ended frowning, and his look denounc’d 
Defperate revenge, and battel dangerous 
To left than Gods. On th’ other fide up rofe 
Belial, in aft more graceful and humane: 

A fairer perlon loft not heav’n} he feem’d . . »• 

For dignity compos’d and high exploit : 

But all was falfe and hollow } though his tongue 
Dropt Manna, and could make the worfe appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matured counfels, for his thoughts were low: iif 

To vice indufirious, but to nobler deeds 

Tira’rous 
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Tim’rous and flothful: yet he pleas’d the ear. 

And with perfuafivc accent thus began. 


I fhould be much for open war, O Peers. 

As not behind in hate, if what was urg’d 
Main reafbn to perfuade immediate war. 

Did not difliiade me moil, and feem to caft 
Ominous conjecture on the whole fuccelii} 

When he who moil excels in faCt of arms. 

In what he counfels, and in what excels, iif 

Miftruftful, grounds his courage oo defpair. 

And utter diflolution, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge. 

Fir ft, what revenge ? the tow’rs of heav’n are fill’d 
With armed watch, that render all accefs 13* 

Impregnable oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp their legions, or with obfcure wing 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night. 

Scorning furprize. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell fhould rife 1 3/ 

With blackeft infurrection, to confound 


Heav’n’s pureft light} yet our great enemy 
All incorruptible would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted ; and th’ ethereal mold 
Incapable of ftain, would Cooa expel 
Her mifchief, and purge off the baler fire 
Victorious. Thus repuls’d, our final hope 
Is flat defpair: we rauft exafperate 
Th’ Almighty Victor to fpend all his rage. 

And that muft end us, that mud be our cure 
To be no more : fad cure ! for who would lofe. 
Though full of pain, this intelleCiu il being, 
Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity, 
To perilh rather, fwallow’d up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, 

Cy - 
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Devoid of fenfe and motion? and who knows, 

Let this be good, whether oar angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever : how he can, 

Is doubtful; that he never Will, is fure. 

Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire. 

Belike through impotence, or anaware. 

To give his enemies their wi(h, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To punifh endlets? Wherefore ceafc we then. 

Say they who counfel war ? We are decreed, 
Referv’d, and deftin’d to eternal woe ; 
i Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more, 

What can we fuffer worfe? — Is this then word, 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms? 
What! when we fled amain, perfu’d and ftrook 
With heav’n’s affli&ing thunder, and befbught 
The deep to (belter us ; this hell then Term'd 
A refuge from thofe wounds: or when we lay 
Chain’d on the burning lake ? that fare was worfe. 
What if the breath that kindl’d thofe grim fires, 
Awak’d fliould blow them into fcvenfold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames? or from above 
Should intermitted veng’ance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us ? what if all 
Her (lores were open’d, and this firmament 
Of hell (hould fpout her catara&s of fire. 
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall 
One day upon our heads ; while we, perhaps 
Defigning or exhorting glorious war, 

Canght in a fiery tempeft fhall be hurl’d 
Each on his rock tranrfixt, the fport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds; or for ever funk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 

There to converfe with everlalling groans, 
Unrcfpited, unpitied, unrepriev’d, 
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Ages of hopclefs end ? this would be worfe. 

War therefore, open or conceal’d, alike 
My Voice difluades; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 
Views all things at one view ! He from heav’n’s height 
AH thefe our motions vain fees and derides i 191 

Not more Almighty to reiift our mighr, 

Than wife to fruftratc all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the Race of heav’a 

Thus trampl’d, thus expell’d, to fuffer here 195* 

Chains and thefe torments? better thefc than worfe. 

By my advice; fince fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and omnipotent decree, 

The vidtor’s will. To fuffer, as to do, 

Our rtrength is equal, nor the law unjuft acts 

That fo ordains: This was at firft rcfolv’d 
If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 
Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh, when thole who at the fpear are bold 
And vent’rous, if that fail them, (brink and fear 
What yet they know mutt follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 

The fcntencc of rheir conqu’ror; this is now 
Our doom ; which if we can fuftain and bear. 

Our fupreme foe, in rime may much remit a 10 

His anger, and perhaps thus far remov’d 

Nt>t mind us not offending, urisfy’d 

With what is punifh’d: whrnce thefe raging fires 

Will flacken, if his breath ftir not their flames. 

Our purer efTence then will overcome itjf 

Their noxious vapor; or enur’d, not feel; • 

Or chang’d at length and to the place conform’d 
In temper and in nature, will receive * 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror wiii grow mild, this daiknefs, light; *2* 1 
; 1 • Bciidcs 
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Befides what hope the never-ending flight 
Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 
Worth waiting, fmcc our prefent lot appears 
For happy though but ill, for ill not worft, 

If we procure not to our felves more woe. a*y 

Thus Belial with words cloath’d in reafon’s garb 
Counfcl'd ignoble cafe, and peaceful floth, 

Not peace; and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

* r * l 

Either to difiothrone the King of heav’n 
We war, if war be beft, or to regain - » 3 * 

Our own right loft; him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlafting Fate fliall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife: 

The former vain to hope argues as rain 

The latter: for what place can be for us *3f 

Within heav’n’s bound, unlefs heav’n’s Lord fupreme 

We over-power? fuppole he fhould relent 

And publi fh grace to all, on promife made 

Of new fubje&ion : with whar eyes could wc 

Stand in his prefence humble, and receive *40 

Strict laws impos’d, to celebrate his throne 

With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead fing 

Forc’d Hallelujahs} while he lordly fits 

Our envy’d Sov’reign, and his altar breathes 

Ambroiial odors, and Ambrofial flowers, 

Our fervile offerings. This muft be our task 

In heav’n, this our delight; how wearifome 

Eternity fo fpent in worfhip paid 

To whom we hate ! let us not then perfue 

By force impoflible, by leave obtain’d ay* 

Unacceptable, though in heav’n, our ftate 

Of fplendid vaflalage } but rather feck 

Our own good from ourfelvcs, and from our own 


Digitized by Google 



37 


Book II.. Paradise Lost. 

Live to our felves, though in this vaft reccfi. 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring iff 

Hard liberty before the eafie yoke 

Of fervile pomp. Our greamefs will appear 

Then mod conlpicuous, when great things of fra all, 

Ufeful of hurtful, profperous of adverle 

We can create ; and in what place io e’er 169 

Thrive under evil, and work cafe out of pain. 

Through labor and indurance. This deep world 

Of darknefs do we dread i how oft amidft 

Thick clouds and dark doth heav’n’s all-ruling Sire 

Chufe to relide, his glory unobfcur’d, itf 

And with the majeAy of darknels round 

Covers his throne; from whence deep thunders roar 

Mu A 'ring their rage, and hcav’n refembles hell? 

As he our darkneis, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleaie? this deiart foil 17* 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold : 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raile 
Magnificence; and what can heav’n fhew more? 

Our torments alfo may in length of time 

Become our elements; thefc piercing fires 17$ 

As foft as now fevere, our temper chang’d 

Into their temper; which mud needs remove 

The fenfible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counfcls, and the fettled date 

Of order, how in lafety beft wc may »8o 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, difmitling quite 

All thoughts of war. — Ye have what I adviie. 

He fcarce had finifht, when fuch murmur fill’d 
Th’ afiembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 28 f 

The found of bluftring winds, which all night long 
Had rouz’d the fea, now with hoarfc cadence lull 
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Sea-faring men ofttwatch’d, whole bark by chance* 

Ot Pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 

After the temped: fuch applauie was heard tfi 

As Mammon ended, and hi s fentence pleas’d, 

Advifiog peace: for fuch another field 

They dreaded worlc than hell: fo much the fear 

Of thunder, and the fword of Mi cm a el, 

Wrought dill within them; and no leis defire 
To found this nether empire, which might rife. 

By policy, and long procels of time, '» 

In emularion oppohte to heav’n. 

Which when Be el ze bob perceiv’d (’than whom, 
Satan except, none higher Cxt) with grave joo 

Afpe£t he role, and in his riling ftem’d 
A pillar of date ; deep on his front engraven 
Deliberation fat, and public care ; 

And princely counfel in his face yet Ihone, 

Majedick though in ruin : fage he dood, joj* 

With Atlantean fhouldcrs fit to bear 
The weight of mightied monarchies; his look 
Drew audience and attention dill as night, • * 

Or fummer’s noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 

Thrones, and Imperial Powers, offspring of heav’n,' 
Ethereal Virtues! or theft titles now 3H 

Mud we renounce, and changing dyfe be call’d 
Princes of hell ? for fb the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire: doubtlcfs! while we dream, 

And know nor that the king of heav’n hath doom’d 

This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat 

Beyond his potent arm to live exempt 

From heav’n’s high jurifditdion, in new league 

Banded againd his throne : but to remain 31 6 

In ftii&cft bondage, though thus far remov’d, 

Under 
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Under th’ inevitable curb, referv’d 
His captive multitude: For he, be Cure, 

In height or depth, ftill firft and laft will reign 
Sole King, and of his kingdom Iofe no part 
By our revolt; but over hell extend 
His empire, and with iron fceptre rule 
Us here, as with his golden thofe in heav’n. 

What fit we then projecting peace and war ? 

War hath determin’d us, and foil’d with lofs 
Irreparable; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf’d or fought: for what peace will be giv*n 
To us enflav’d, but cuftody fevere. 

And flripes, and arbitrary punifhment 
Inflifted ? and what peace can we return ? 

But, to our power, hoftility, and hate, 

Untam d reludance, and revenge, though flow. 

Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft 
May reap his conqueft, and may lead rejoice 
In doing what we moll in fuffcring feel ? 

Nor will occalion want, nor fhall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav’n, whofe high walls fear no aflault or fiege. 

Or ambufh from the deep : what if we find b * 

Some eafier enterprize? there is a place, 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in heav’n 
Err not) another world, the happy feat 
Of 1'orne new race call’d Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though lefs 
In pow’r and excellence, but favor’d more 
Of him who rules above: fb was his will 
Pronounc d among the Gods, and by an oath. 

That fhook heav’n’s whole circumference, confirm’d. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn t' “ 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mold, 

*. iubftance, how endu’d) and what their pow’r* 
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And where their weaknefs, how attempted beft. 
By force or fubtlcty. Though heav’n be (hut. 
And hcav’n’s high arbitrator lit fecurc 
In his own flrength, this place may lye expos’d 
The utmoft border of his kingdom, left 
To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 
Some advantagious a £t may be atchiev’d 
By fudden onfet, either with hell fire 
To watte his whole creation, or poflefs 
All as our own, and drive 'as we are driv’n) 

The puny habitants ; or if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 
M ay prove their foe, and with repenting hand 
Abolifh his own works. This would lurpals 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confufion, and our joy upraife 
In his difturbance; when his darling ions, 

Hurl’d headlong to partake with us, lhall curie 
Their frail original, and faded blils. 

Faded fo foon. Advife if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in darknefs here 
Hatching vain empires. — Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilifh counlel, firft devis’d 
By Satan, and in part propos’d: for whence, 
But from the author of all ill, could fpring 
So deep a malice to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 
The great Creator? but their fpite (fill lerves 
His glory to augment. The bold defign 
Pleas’d highly thole infernal States, and joy 
Sparkl’d in all their eyes; with full aflent 
They vote: whereat his Speech he thus renews. 

Well have ye judg’d, well ended long debate, 
Synod of Gods ! and, like to what yc are. 
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Great things refolv’d ; which from the lowed deep 
■Will once more lift us up, in fpight of fate, 

Nearer our ancient feat; perhaps in view 394 

Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring arms, 

And opportune excurfion, we may chance 

Re-enter heav’n : or elfe in fome mild Zone 

Dwell not unvifited of heavVs fair light 

Secure, and at the brightning orient beam 

Purge off this gloom : the foft delicious air, 400 

To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires 

Shall breathe her balm. But firft whom fhall we fend 

In fearch of this new world ; whom fliall we find 

Sufficient? who fliall tempt with wandring feet 

The dark unbottom’d infinite Abyfs, 4*7 

And through the palpable obfcure find out 

His uncouth way, or fpread his aery flight 

Upborn with indefatigable wings 

Over the vad abrupt, e’er he arrive 

The happy iile? What drcngth, what art can then 41* 

Suffice, or what cvaiion bear him life 

Through the drift fenteries, and Aations thick 

Of angels watching round ? here he had need 

All circumfpcftion; and we now no lefs 

Choice in our fuffrage : for on whom we fend, 41 f 

The weight of all and our lad hope relies. 

; • 1 

This (aid, he fat; and expeftation held 
His look fufpenfe, awaiting who appear’d 
To fecond, or oppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : But all fat mute, 41* 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; and each 
In others count’nance read his own difmay 
Aftonifli’d : none, among the choice and prime 
Of thofe heav’n-warring champions, could be found 
So hardy, as to proffer or accept 
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Alone tBtf dreadful voyage : till af laft 
Satan, whonf noW rtanfcendent glbf y raftftf 
Above his fellows, With monarchal pride 
Goftfcidus of higheft Worth, unmov’d thus fpakc. 

O Progeny of Heav’rt', empyreal Thrones! 

With reafon hath defep filence and demur 
Seiz’d us, though undifrriay’d : long is the way 
And hard, that out of hell leads up to light. 

Our prilbn ftrong, this huge convex of fife, 

Outragious to devout, immures us round 
Ninefold: and gates of bufrting adamant 
Barr’d over ns prohibit all 1 egrets. 

Thefe pafs’d (it any pafsj the void profound 
Of uneflential night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 
Threatens him, plung’d in that abortive gulf. 

If thence he fcape into Whatever world. 

Of Unknown region, What remains Mm' lets' 

Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcapC ? 

But I ihould HI become this throne, O Peers, 

And this imperial fov’reigfity, adorn'd 
With fplendor, arm’d with pow’r, if ought proposed 
And judg’d of public moment, iri the fhape 
Of difficulty or danger could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I aflume 4J® 

Thefe Royalties, and riot refufe to feign, 

Refuiing to accept as great a fh'Sre 

Of hazard as of honor, doe alike 

To him who reigns, and lo much to hint due 

Of hazard more, as he above the reft rffg 

High honor’d fits? Go therefore mighty PoWYs, 

Terror of heav’ft, though fall’ll ; intend at home, 

(While here lhall be' our home) what beft may calc 
TJw prefent mifery, and render hell 

More 
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More tolerable ; if there be cure or charrm 
To refpitc or deceive , of flack the pain 
Of this ill manfion. Intermit no watch 
Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coafts of dark deftru&ion feek 
Deliverance for us all : this enter prize 
None (hall partake with me.-— Thus faying- rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply; 

Prudent, left from his refolution rais’d 
Others among the chief might offer ilow 
(Certain to be refus’d) what erft they fear'd; 47 4 

And fo refus’d might in opinion (land 
His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through hazard huge muft earn. But thejf 
Dreaded not more th’ adventure than his voice 
Forbidding; and at once with him they rofe: 

Their rifing dll at once was as the found 
Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the higheft in heav’n.- 
Nor fail’d they to exprefs how much they prais’d, 

That for the general fafety he defpis’d 
His own: (for neither do the fpirits damn’d 
Lofe all their virtue; left bad men (honld boaft 
Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites; 

Or clofe ambition varnifh'd o’er With zeal.) 

Thus they their doubtful confutations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchlcfs Chief: 

As when frortf mountain- tops the dusky clouds 
Afcending, while the north- wind deeps, a’er-fpread 
Heav’n’s chearful face, fhe fowring element 4 fat -> 

Scowls o’er the darken’d lartdfcape fnOW, OP 
If ehance the radiant fun with farewel fweet 
Extend his ev’nirfg beam, fh* fields rear*#. 

The birds theif notes renew, and bleating herds 
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At ? ei their joy, that hill and valley rings. 49/ 

O fhame to men ! Devil with Devil damn’d 
Firm concord holds, njen only difagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heav’nly grace: and God proclaiming peace. 

Yet live in hatred, enmity and ftrife yoo 

Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars, 

Wafting the earth, each other to deftroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellilh foes enow befides. 

That day and night for his dcftruftion wait. yo y 

The Sty«ian council thus diflblv’d, and forth 
In order came the gland infernal Peers: 

’Mid ft came their mighty Paramount, and feem’d 

Alone th’ antagonift of hcav’n, nor lefs 

Than hell’s dread Emperor, with pomp fupreme, yi» 

And God-like imitated ftate: him round 

A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos’d 

With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 

Then of their lcflion ended they bid cry 

With trumpets regal found the great refult : yiy 

Tow’rds the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 

Put to their mouths the founding alchymy, 

By heralds voice explain’d: the hollow Abyls 
Heard far and wide, and all the hoft of bell 
With deaPning lhout return’d them loud acclaim. yio 

Thence more at eafc their minds, and fomewhat rais’d 
By falfe prefumptuous hope, the ranged Pow’rs 
Disband, and wand’ring, each his feveral way 
Perfues, as inclination or lad choice 
Leads him perplext, where he may likelieft find yiy 
Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till has great chief return. 
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Part on the plain, or in the air fublime , . 

Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 

As at th’ O l y m p 1 a n games otPythun fields : jj# 
Part curb their fiery fteeds, or fhun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 

As when, to warn proud cities, war appear! 

Wag’d in the troubl’d sky, and armies rufh 
To battel in the clouds, before each van 
Prick forth the aery Knights, and couch their fpears 
Till thickeft legions clofe; with feats of arms 
From either end of heav’n the welkin burns. 

Others, with vaft T y phaan rage, more fell 

Rend up both rocks an# hills, and ride the air f+m 

In whirlwind : hell foarcc holds the wild uproar. 

As when Alcides from OEchalia crown’d 
With conqueft, felt th’ invenom’d robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Thessalian Pines, 

And Lichas from the top of OEta threw f+f 

Into th’EuBOic Sea. Others more mild, 

Retreated in a filent valley, fing 

With notes Angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds and haplefs fall 

By doom of battel : and complain that fate ffm 

Free virtue Ihould inthrall to force or chance. 

Their fong was partial, but the harmony 
(What could it left when fpirits immortal fing?) 

Sufpended hell, and took with ravifhment 

The thronging audience. In difeourfe more Tweet fff 

(For eloquence the foul, long charms the fenfe) 

Others apart Tat on a hill retir’d, 

In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high. 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will and fate, 

Fixt fete, free will, foreknowledge ablolutCj 

And found no end, in wandring mazes loft. j ^ . 

Of good and evil much they argu’d then, j • 

Of 
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Of happinefs and final oiilery, 

Paflion and apathy, and glory and fharoe. 

Vain wildom all, and falie philofopliy : 

Yet with a p leafing forcery could charm 
Pain for a while, or anguith; and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th’ obdurate breaft 
With ftubborn patience, as with triple ft eel. 
Another part, in fquadrons and grols bands. 

On bold adventure to difeover wide 
That difmal world, if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, -that difgoi^e 
Into the burning lake their baleful ftreams: 
Abhorred Sty*, the flood of deadly hate ; 

Sad Acheron, of forrow black and deep; 

Co-c y t us, nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful ftream ; fierce Phleg Eton, 
Whole waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from the/e a flow and filent ftream, 
Lethe the river ef oblivion, rolls 
Her watry labyrinth; whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former ftate and being forgets. 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual florins 
Of whirlwind and dire hail ; which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 
Of ancient pile ; all elfe deep fnow and ice ; 

A gulf profound, as that Serboni an bog 
Betwixt D a m i a t a and mount C a s i u s old, 
Where armies whole have funk: the parching air ‘ 
Bmns frore, and cold performs th’eftedf of fire. 
Thither by harpy-footed Furies hal’d 
At certain revolutions, all the damn’d -» t-o 
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Arc brought ; and fed by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce! 

From beds of raging fire to ftarve in ice £40 

Their foft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immoveable, infixt, and frozen round. 

Periods of time; thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean Sound 

Boih to and fro, their forrow to augment, fpf 

And wi(h, and ftruggle as they pafr, to reach 

The tempting ft ream, with ope fmall drop to lgfe 

In fweet forgetfulncfs all pain and woe, * 

All in one moment, and fo near the brink : 

But Fate withftands, and to oppofe th’attempt 4 $xp 

Medusa with Gorgonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itfelf the water flies 

All tafte of living wight; 3s once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confus’d march forlorn th’ advent’eous bands tot 

With (huddciqg horror pale, and eyes agaft 

View’d firft their lamentable lot, apd found 

No reft : through many a dark apd dreary vale 

They pafs’d, and many a region dolorous. 

O’er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, tSap 

Flocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, apd (hades of dqftb * 
A univerfe of death, which God by curfe 
Created evil, for evil only good, 

Where alMife.djes, death lives, and nature breeds, 

Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, fof 

Abominable, inutterable; and worfe 
Than Fables yet have feign’d, or fear conceiv’d, 
Gorgons and Hydra ’s and Chimera es dire. 

«•* » . '**••*•«.* 
Mean while the adverfary of G,po and man, 

T a^, W«h thoughts inflarn’d.of higheft defign, ,63* 
Puts on fwift \siftgs, and .tow’rds the gates of Jaoll 

Ex- 
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Explores his Solitary flight : fometimes 
He fcours the right-hand coaft, fometimes the left - 
Now (haves with level wing the Deep ; then (bars 
Up to the fiery concave towring high. 

As when far off at fra a fleet delay'd, 

Hangs in the clouds byAiQ.uiNOCTiAL winds 
Clofe (ailing from B e n g a l a, or the ides 
Of Ternate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs: they on the trading flood 640 

Through the wide ^thiopian.Io the Cape 
Ply (lemming nightly tow’rd the Pole : So feem’d 
Far off the flying Fiend. At laft appear 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof; 

And thrice threefold the gates j three folds were brafs, 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock, <> 4 < 

Impenetrable, impal’d with circling fire, 

Yet unconfum’d. Before the gates there fat 
On either (idea formidable fhape; 

The one feera’d woman to the wade, and fair, 6f9 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold, 

Voluminous and va(l ! a ferpent arm’d 

With mortal fling: about her middle round 

A cry of hell-hounds never cealing bark’d 

With wide C e r b e r i an mouths full loud, and rung 6f$ 

A hideous Peal : yet, when they lift, would creep. 

If ought dirturb’d their noife, into her womb. 

And kennel there, yet there dill bark’d, and howl’d 
Within, unfeen. Far lefs abhorr’d than thefr 
Vex’d Scylla, bathing in the fra that parts 660 

Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian (hore : 

Nor uglier follow the Night-Hag, when call’d 
In fecrer, riding through the air (he comes 
Lur’d with the (mell of infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the lab’ring Moon 66f 
Eclipfes at their charms. The other lhape, 
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If fhape it might be call’d that fhape had none 
Diftinguifhable in member, joint, or limb, 

Or fubftance might be call’d that fhadow feem’d. 
For each feem’d either; black it flood as night. 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell, 

And fhook a dreadful dart; what feem’d his head. 
The likenefs of a Kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 
The monfler moving, onward came as fafl 
With horrid flrides, hell trembled as he flrode. 

Th’ undaunted fiend what this might be admir’d. 
Admir’d, not fear’d; God and his Son except. 
Created thing’ not valued he nor fhun’d ; 

And with difdainful look thus firfl began. 
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Whence and what art thou, execrable fhape. 

That dar’ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pafs, 

That be affur’d, without leave ask’d of thee. 63/ 

Retire, or tafle thy folly, and learn by proof, 

Hell-born! not to contend with fpirits of hcav’n. 


To whom the Goblin full of wrath reply’d; 

Art thou that Traitor- Angel, art thou He, 

Who firfl broke peace in heav’n, and faith, till then 
Unbroken ; and. in proud rebellious arras 
Drew after him the third part of heav’n’s fons, 
Conjur’d againfl the Highefl; for which both thou 
And they outcafl from God, are here condemn’d 
To wafle eternal days in woe and pain? 

And reckon’fl thou thy felf with fpirits of heav’n, 
Hell-doom’d ! and breath’ll defiance here and fcorq 
Where I reign King, and to enrage thee more. 

Thy King and Lord ? Back to thy punilhmcnt, 
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Falie fugitive! and to thy fpeed add wings j 700 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I perfue 
'Thy lingring; or with one ftroke of this dart 
Strange horror feize thee, and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the griefly Terror, and in fhape, 

* So fpeaking and fo threatning, grew tenfold 70^ 

More dreadful and defotm. On th’ other fide • 

Incens’d with indignation Satan flood 
Unterrify’di and like a Comet burn’d. 

That fires the length of Q ph tu c u s huge 

-In th’artiic sky, and from his horrid hair 710 

Shakes peftilence and war. Each at the bead 

Level’d his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 

No fecond ftroke intend > and fuch a frown 

Each caft at th’ other, as when two black clouds 

With heav’n’s artill’ry fraught, come rattling on 7 if 

• Over the C as p 1 an i then ftand front to front 
Hov’ring a fpace, till winds the fignal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air: 

So frown’d the mighty combatants, that hell 

Grew darker at their frown : fo match’d they flood, rxo 

For never but once more was either like 

To meet fo great a foe. And now great deeds 

Had been atchiev’d, whereof all hell had rung. 

Had not the fnaky forcerefs that fat 

Faft by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 7*7 

Ris’n, and with hideous outcry rufli’d between. 

O father! what intends thy hand, Ihe cry’d, 

Againft thy only fon? What fory, O fon, 

Poflefles thee, to bend that mortal dart 

Againft thy father’s head ? and know’ft for whom } 730 

For him who fits above, and laughs the while 

At thee ordain’d his drudge, to execute 

Wha*~ 
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Whate’er his wrath, which he calls juft ice, bids. 

His wrath, which one day will dcftroy ye both. 

She fpake, and at her words the heilifh peft 737 
Forbore j then thefeto her Satan return’d. 

So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
Thou interpolieft, that my fudden hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends } till firft I know of thee, 740 • 

What thing thou art, thus double-fonn’d } and why, 

In this infernal vale firft met, thou call’ft 
Me father, and that phanta’m call’ft my fon: 

I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 

Sight more detcftable than him, and thee. 747 

T’ whom thus the portrefi of hell-gate reply’d i 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul? once deem’d fo fair 
In heav’n, when at th’ aflembly, and in fight 
Of all the Seraphim, with thee combin’d 77a 

In bold confpiracy againft heav’n’s King, 

All on a fudden mifcrable pain 

Surpriz’d thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fWum 

In darknefsi while thy head flames thick and faft 

Threw forth ; till on the left fide op’ning wide, 7/7 

Likeft to thee in fliape and count’nance bright 

Then foining heav’nly fair, a Goddefs arm’d. 

Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feiz’d 
All th’ hoft of heav’n } back they recoil'd afraid 
At firft, and call’d me S 1 n } and for a fign 7 < 5 # 

Portentous held me : but familiar grown, 

I pleas’d, and with attra&ive graces won 
The moft averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
(Thy felf in me thy perfe& image viewing) 

D x Becara’ft 
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• 

Becam’ft inamor’d, and fuch joy thou look’d 76/ 
With me in fccret, that my womb conceiv’d 
A growing burthen. Mean while war arofe, 

And fields were fought in heav’nj wherein remain’d 

('For what could elfe) to our Almighty foe 

Clear victory ; to our part lofs and rout, 770 

Through all the empyrean: down they fell 

Driv’n headlong from the pitch of heaven, down 

Into this Deep * and in the gen’ral fall 

I alfo : at which time this powerful key 

Into my hand was giv’n, with charge to keep 77/ 

Thefe gates for ever fhut, which none can pais 

Without my op’ning. Peniive here I fat 

Alone, but long I fat nor, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now excetlivc grown, 

Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes: 780 

At latl this odious offspring whom thou feed, 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through ray intrails, that with fear and paia 
Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus grew 
Transform’d : but he my inbred enemy 78^ 

Forth iffu’d, brandiftiing his fatal dart, 

Made to deftroy ; I fled, and cry’d out Death! 

Hell trembl’d at the hideous name, and ligh’d 
From all her caves, and back refounded, Death! 

I fled, but he perfu’d (though more, it fee ms, 790 

Inflam’d with lull than rage) and fwifter far, 

Me overtook his mother, all difmay’d, 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 

Thefe yelling monfters ; that with ceafelefs cry 7 95- 

Surround me, as thou iawft, hourly conceiv’d 

And hourly born, with forrow infinite 

To me, for when they lift into th« womb 

That bred them they return, and howl and gnaw 
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My bowels, their repaft; then burfting forth 800 

Afrefh with confcious terrors.vex me round. 

That reft or intermitfion none I find. 

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 

Grim Death my fon and foe; who fets them on, 

And me his parent would full ibon devour 8oy 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involv’d; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morfel, and his bane, 

Whenever that (hall be ; io fate pronounc’d. 

But thou O father! I forewarn thee, lhun 8 to 

His deadly arrow; neither vainly hope 
To be invuln’rable in thole bright arms. 

Though temper’d heav’nly; for that mortal dint. 

Save He who reigns above, none can relift! 

She finilh’d, and the fubtle fiend his lore 8 ly 

Soon learn’d, now milder, and thus anfwer’d fmooth. 

Dear daughter, fince thou claim’ll me for thy fire. 

And my fair fon here fiiow’ft me ('the dear .pledge 

Of dalliance had with thee in heaven, and joys 

Then fweet, now fad: to mention, thro’ dire change 8zo 

Befall’n us unforeleen, unthought of ) know 

I come no enemy, but to let free 

From out this dark and difmal houle of pain* 

Both him and thee, and all the heav’nly hoft 

Of fpirits that fin our juft pretenfcs arm’d , ) 81 p 

Fell with us from on high .* from them I go 

This uncouth errand foie ; and one for all 

My felf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 

Th’ unfounded Deep, and through the void immenle 

To learch with wandring queft a place foretold 8 jt> 

Should be, and, by concurring figns, e’er now 

Created, vaft and round ; a place of blifs 
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In the pourlieues of heav’n, and therein plac'd 
A race of upftart creatures, to fupply 
. Perhaps our vacant room; though more remov'd, 83 j 
' Led heav’n furcharg’d with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought 
Than this more fccret, now defign’d, I hafte 
' To know, and this once known, (hall loon return. 

And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 84b 
Shall dwell at eafe, and np and down unfeen 
Wing lilently the buxom air, imbalm’d 
With odors: there ye fhall be fed, and fill’d 
Immeafurably, all things (hall be your prey. 

He ceas’d, for both feem’d highly pleas’d, and Death 
G rinn’d horrible a ghadly fmile, to hear 846 

His famine fhould be fill'd, and bled his maw 
Dedin’d to that good hour : no lefs rejoic’d 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her fire: 

The key of this infernal pit by due, 8j» 

And by command of heav’n’s all-powerful King, 

I keep; by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantine gates } againd all force 
Death ready dands to inter pofe his dart, 

Fearlefs to be o’ermatch’d by living might. 8yy 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrud me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound. 

To fit in hateful office here confin’d. 

Inhabitant of heav'n, and heav’nly-born, 86s 

Here in perpetual agony and pain, 

With terrors and with clamors compafs’d round. 

Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ? 

Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 

My being gav’ft me, whom fhould l obey 86f 
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But thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me loon 
To that new world of iighr and blifs, among 
The Gods who live at cafe, where I (hall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 870 


Thus faying, from her fide the fatal key. 

Sad inftrument of all our woe ! fhe took ; 

And tow’rds the gate rolling her beftial train. 

Forthwith the huge Portcullis high up- drew; 

Which but her (elf, not all the Sty gi an PowVs 8 7f 
Gould once have mov’d : then in the key-hole turns 
Th’ intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of maffie iron, or folid rock, with eafe 
Unfa (lens : on a Hidden open fiy 

With impetuous recoil and jarring found 82 ©- 

Th’ infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 


Harfh thunder, that the lowed bottom (hook 
Of Ere r us. She open’d, but to fhut 
Excell’d her pow'r ; the gates wide open flood. 

That with extended wings a banner’d hod, 

Under fpread enligns marching, might pafs through 
With horfe and chariots rank’d in loofe array, 

So wide they Hood ; and like a furnace mouth 
Cad forth redounding fmoke and ruddy flame. 

Before their eyes in fudden view appear 89© 

The fecrets of the hoary Deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean without bound, 

Without dhneafion, where length, breadth, and height 
And time and pla$e are loft ; where elded Night 
A nd Chaos, ancedors of Nature, hold 8py 

Eternal anarchy amidd the node 
Of endlefs wars, and by confufion dand: . . 

For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four champions fierce, 
Strive here for maft’ry, and to hattel faring 

D 4. Their 
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Their embryon atoms ; they around the flag 900 

Of each his fad ion, in their fev’ral clans, 

Light-arm’d or heavy, (harp, fmooth, fwift or flow. 

Swarm populous, on-numbred as the lands 
Of Barca or Cyrene’s torrid foil, 

Levi’d to fide with warring winds, and poifc j)oy 

Their lighter wing. To whom thefe moft adhere. 

He rules a moment; Chaos umpire fits, 

And by dccilion more embroils the fray 
By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 
Chance governs all. Into this wild Abyfs, 910 
(The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave,) 

Of neither fea, nor fhoar, nor air, nor fire, 

But all theic in their pregnant caules mix’d 
Confus’diy, and which thus mud ever fight, 

(Unlel's th’ Almighty Maker them ordain 91/ 

His dark materials to create more worlds) 

Into this wild abyfs the wary fiend 

Stood on the brink of hell, and look’d a while, 

Pond’ring his voyage; (for no narrow frith 

He had to crofs): nor was his ear lefs peal’d 9 10 

With noiles loud and ruinous (to compare . 

Great things with fmallj than when Bellona ftorms, 

With all her batt’ring engins bent to rafe 

Some capital city ; or lels than if this frame 

Of heav’n were falling, and thefe elements 919 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth. At laft his fail-broad vans 

He fpreads for flight, and in the forging fmoke 

Uplifted fpurns the ground: thence many a league. 

As in a cloudy chair, afeending rides 930 

Audacious; but that feat foon failing, meets 

A vaft vacuity : all unawares 

Flutt’ring his pennons vain, plumb down he drops 

Ten thoufand fathom deep, and to this hour 

Down 
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Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 937 

The ftrong rebuff of fome tumultuous cloud, 

Inftinft with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft ; that fury ftay’d, 

Quencht in a boggy Syrtis, neither fea. 

Nor good dry land, nigh founder’d on he fares, 940 
Treading the crude confidence, half on foot, 

Half flying j behooves him now both oar and fail. 

As when a gryfon, through the wildernefs 
With winged courfe o’er hill or moory dale, 

Perfues the Arimaspian, who by Aealth 94? 

Had from his wakeful cudody purloin’d 

The guarded gold : fo eagerly the fiend 

O’er bog or deep, through drait, rough, denfe, or rare. 

With hea<^ hands, wings or feet perfues his wayj 

And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 9/0 

At length a univerfal hubbub wild 

Of dunning founds, and voices all confus’d. 

Born through the hallow Dark aflaults his ear 
With louded vehemence : thither he plies, 

Undaunted to meet there whatever Pow’r, 9yj> 

Or fpirit of the nethermod Abyfs, 

Might in that noife refide, of whom to ask 
Which way the neared coad of dai knefs lies 
Bordering on light : when drait behold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion fpread 96a 

Wide on the wadeful Deep : with him inthron’d 
Sate {able-veded Night, elded of things, 

The confort of his reign : and by them flood 
Orchus and Ades, and the dreaded name 
Of Demogorgon: Rumor next and Chance, 96^ 
And Tumult and Confusion all imbroil’d. 

And Discord with a thoufand various mouths. 

T’ whom Satan turning boldly, thus.— Ye Pow’rs, 

And lpirits of this nethermod Abyfs, 

D y Chaoi 
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Chaos and Antient Night, I come no fpy 97* 
With purpofe to explore or to difturb 
The fecrets of your realm, but by conftraint 
Wandring this darkfome defart, as my way 
Lies through your fpacious empire up to light. 

Alone, and without guide, half loft, I leek 979 

What readied path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with hcav’n : or if fome other place 
From your dominion won, th’ ethereal King 
P oflefles lately, thither to arrive 

.1 travel this Profound, dirett my courfe ; 98* 

Directed, no mean recompenfe it brings 
To your behoof, if I that region loft, 

All ufurpation thence expell’d, reduce 

To her original darknefs, and your fway, * 

(Which is my prefent journeyj and once more 9 tj* 

EreCt the ftandard there of Antient Night* 

Yours be th* advantage all, mine the revenge. 

Thus Satan; and him thus the Anarch old, 

With fault ’ring fpeech and vifage incompos’d, 

Anfwer’d. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art, 99* 

That mighty leading Angel, who of late 

Made head againft heav’n’s King, though overthrown. 

I faw and heard ; for fuch a num’rous hoft 
Fled not in filence through the frighted Deep, 

With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 

Confufion worfe confounded : and heav’n gates 
Pour’d out by millions her victorious bands 
Perfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep refidence ; if all I can will ferve. 

That little which is left fo to defend, 

Encroacht on (till through our inteftine broiles, 

Weakning the feeptre of old Night: firft hell. 

Your dungeon, ftretching fas and wide beneath : 

Now 
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Now lately beav’n and earth, another world 
Hung o’er ray realm, link’d in a golden chain. 

To that fide heay’n from whence your legions fell: 
If that way be your walk, you have not for 
So much the nearer danger : go and fpecd ! 

Havoc, and (poil, and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas’d ; ♦id Satan (laid not to reply. 

But that now his fea (bould find a {here. 

With frefh alacrity, and force renew’d. 

Springs upward like a Pyramid of fire 

Into the wild expanfc ; and through the fhock 

Of fighting elements, on all fidcs round 

Environ’d, wins his way : harder befct 

And more endanger’d, than when Argo pafi’d 

Through Bosphorus, betwixt the juDling rocks 

Or when Ulysses on the Larboard fhunn’d 

Ch arybdis; and by th’ other whirlpool fleer’d. 

So he with difficulty and labor hard 

Mov’d on } with difficulty and labor he } 

But he once paft, foon after when man fell. 

Strange alteration ! S 1 n and Death amain 
Following his track (fuch was the will of heav’n!) 
Pav’d after him a broad and beaten way, 

Over the dark Abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely endur’d a bridge of wond’rous length. 
From hell continu’d reaching th’ utmoft orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the fpirits perverfe 
With eafie intcrcourfc pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifb mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 

But now at laft the facrcd influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heav’n 
Shoots far into the bofom of dim night 
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A glimmering dawn : here nature firft begins 
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire, 

As from her outmoft works a broken foe, 

With tumult lefs and with lefs hoftile din ; 1040 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with cafe • 

Wafrs on the calmer wave by dubious light} 

And like a weather beaten veflel holds 

Gladly the port, though fhrouds and tackle%>rn : 

Or in the emptier walk, refembling air, 104$ 

Weighs his Ipread wings, at leafure to behold 
Far off th’ empyreal heav’n, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermin’d fquare or round : 

With opal tow’rs, and battlemens adorn’d 

Of living faphir, once his native lcat a iojo 

And faft by hanging in a golden chain 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar 

Of fmalleft magnitude, dole by the moon. 

Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 

Accurft, and in a curfed hour he hies. rcyy 


The end of the fecond Book , 
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The ARGUMENT. 


God fitting on hit throne fees Satan fly mg towards this world, 
then newly created ; fhews him to the Son who fat at his 
right hand ; foretells the fuccefs of Satan in perverting 
mankind : clears his own juftice and wifdom from all im- 
putation, having created Man free, and able enough to 
, have withflood bis tempter j yet declares his pterpofe of 
grace towards him, in regard he fell not of his own ma- 
lice, as did Satan, but by him f educ'd. The Son of 

God renders praifes to his Father for the manifeftation 
of his gracious purpofe towards Man ; but God again 
declares, that grace 'cannot bo extended towards Man 
without the fatisf aHion of divine juftice Man hath of- 
fended the majefty of God by afpiring to Godhead, and 
therefore with all his progeny devoted to death muft die, 
unlefr feme one can be found fufficient to anfwerfor his 
offence, and undergo bis punijhment. The Son of G o d 
freely ojfrrs himfelf a ranfom for Man : the Father 
accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pronounces his exal- 
tation above all names in heaven and earth j commands 
all the Angels to adore him ; they obey, and hymning to 
their harps in full quire, celebrate the Father and 
the Son. Moan while Satan alights upon the taro con- 
vex of this world's outermoft orb ; where wandring be firfl 
finds a place, fince call'd the Limbo of Vanity ; what 
per fans and things fly ttp thither ; thence comes to the 
gate of heaven, defcrib'd afcending by flairs, and the 
waters above the firmament that flow about it: his 
pnffage thence to the orb of the fun : he finds there U- 
riel the regent of that orb ; but firft changes himfelf 
into the fhape of a meaner Angel-, and pretending* a 4 
zealous defire to behold the ntw creation, and Man whom 
God hath plac'd here, inquires of him the place of his 
habitation, and is dtrttted j alights firft on mount Ni- 
phates. 
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AIL holy light, offspring of heav’a firft- 
born ! 

Or of th’ eternal coeternal beam! 

May 1 exprefs thee unblam’d ? fince Gob 
is light, 

And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt from eternity; dwelt then in thee, j 

Bright effluence of bright eflence increate! 

Or hear’ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 

Whole fountain who (hall tell? before the fun. 

Before the heav’hs thou wert, and at the voice 

Of G od, as with a mantle didft inveft io 

The rifing world of waters dark and deep, 

Won from the void and formlefs Infinite. 

Thee I rc-vifit now with bolder wing, 

Elcap’d the S t y g i a n pool, tho’ long detain’d 

In that obfeure fojournj while in my flight if 

Through 
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Through utter and through middle darknefs born. 

With other notes than to th’ O R p h e a n Lyre, 

I fung of Chaos and eternal Night; 

Taught by the hcav’nly Mufe to venture down 
The dark dei'cent, and up to re-afcend, 

Tho’ hard and rare. Thee I revifit fafe, * 

And feel thy fov’rcign vital lamp: but thou 
Revifit’fl not thelc eyes, that rowl in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 

So thick a Drop Serene hath quench’d their orbs, ij? 

Or dim fuffulion veil’d. Yet not the more 
Ceafe l to wander, where the Mufes haunt. 

Clear fpring, or fhady grove, or funny hill, 

Smit with the love of ficred long : but chief 
Thee Sion, and the flowry brooks beneath, jp 

That wafh thy hallow’d feet, and warbling flow, . _ 
Nightly I vifit : nor fometimes forget 
Thofe other rwo equal’d with me in fate, 

(So were I equal’d with them in renown!) 

Blind Thamyris, and blind M^onides, 3£ 

And T i r e s i a s, and Phineus Prophets old. 

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious Numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in fhadieft covert hid' 

Tunes her no&urnal note. Thus with the year 4a 

Seafons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or the fweet approach of ev’n or morn, 

Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer’s rofe. 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine : 

But cloud initead, and ever-during dark 45- 

Surrounds me; from th** chearful ways of men 

Cut off; and for/. lie 000k of knowledge fair, , 

Prefented with a univerfal blank 

Of nature’s works, to me expung’d and ras’d, 

And wifdom at one entrance quite fhut out! fo 
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So much the rather thou coeleftial light, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her pow’rs 
Irradiate; there plant eyes; all mill from thence 
Purge and difperfe ; that I may fee and tell 
Of things invifible to mortal fight. ff 

Now had th’ Almighty Father frona above, 

(From the pure empyrean where he fits 

High thron’d above all height) bent down his eye, 

His own works and their works at once to view. 

About him all the San&itics of heav’n fa 

Stood thick as ftars, and from his fight receiv’d 
Beatitude paft utt’rance : on his right 
The radiant image of his glory fat. 

His only Son. On earth he firft beheld 

Our two firft parents, yet the only two 6f 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac’d, 

Reaping immortal fruits ot joy and love; 

Uninterrupted joy, unrival’d love 
In blifsful folitude. He then furvey’d \ 

Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 70 

Coafting the wall of heav’n on this fide night, 

In the dun air fublime; and ready now 

To ftoop with wearied wings, and willing feet 

On the bare outfide of this world, that feem’d 

Firm land imbofdm’d without firmament; ’yy 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 

Him God beholding from his profpedf high, 

Wherein paft, prelent, future he beholds. 

Thus to his only Son forefeeing fpake. 

Only begotten Son, leeft thou what rage $• 

Tranfports our adverfary, whom no bounds 
Prefcrib’d, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 
Heap’d on him there, nor yet the main Abyls 

• Wide 
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Wide interrupt, can hold ? So bent he fcems 
On defperate revenge, that (hall redound 8y 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraiat broke loafe, he wings his way 
"Hot far off heav'n, in the precin&s of light. 

Dire&ly towards the new created world. 

And man there plac’d ; with purpofe to aflay 9* 

If him by force he can deftroy, or worfe, 

By fome falic guile pervert : and (hall pervert ; 

For man will heark’n to his glozing lies, 

And ealily tranfgrefs the foie command, 

Sole pledge of his obedience : fo will fall, yf 

He and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault? 

Whole but his own ? Ingrate ! he had of me 
AH he could have: I made him juft and right. 

Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 

Such I created all th’ ethereal Pow’rs, toe 

And fpirits, both them who ftood and them who fail’d: 
Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell. 

Not free, what proof could they have giv’n fincerc 
Of true allegiance, conftant faith or love. 

Where only what they needs mull do, appear’d; toy 
Not what they would ? what praife could they receive ? 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid. 

When will and reafon freafon alfo is choice,) 

Ofclefs and vain, of freedom both defpoil’d. 

Made paftive both, had ferv’d neceftity, lit 

Not me. They therefore as to right belong’d. 

So were created, nor can juftly accufe 
Their Makes, or their making, or their fate: 

As if predeftination over-rul’d 

Their will, difpos’d by abfolute decree, ny 

Or high fore-knowledge. They themfelves decreed 
Their own revolt, not I : if I fore-knew, 
Fore-knowledge had no influence on their fault, 

Which 
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Which had no led prov’d certain unforeknown. 

So without lead impulfe, or (hadow of fate, tae 

Or ought by me immutably forefeen. 

They trefpafs ; authors to themfelves in all, 

Both wnat they judge and what they chooie ; for Ca 
I form’d them free, and free they mud remain, 

’Till they inthrall themfelves ; I elfe mud change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree i ly 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain’d 
Their freedom, they themfelves ordain’d their fall. 

The fird fort by their own fuggedion fell. 

Self-tempted, felf-deprav’d : man falls, deceiv’d 
By th’ other fird : man therefore fhall find grace. 

The other none: in mercy and judiceboth. 

Through heav’n and earth, fo fhall my glory excel} * 

But mercy fird and lad fhall brighted fhine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fill’d 

All heav’n, and in the blefled fpirits ele£t 13 6 

Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus’d. 

Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Mod glorious; in him all his Father fhon 
Subdantially exprefs’d; and in his face 140 

Divine companion vifibly appear’d, 

Love without end, and without raeafure grace; 

Which uttering, thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos’d 
Thy fov’reign fentence, that man fhould find grace; 14; 
For which both heav’n and earth fhall high extol 
Thy praifes, with th’ innumerable found 
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompafs’d fhall refound thee ever bled. 

For fhould man finally be lod, fhould man lyo 

Thy creature late fb lov’d, thy joyngeft fon, 

FsQ 
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Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join’d 
With his own folly? that be from thee far, 

That tar be from thee, Father, who art judge 

Of all things made, and judgeft only right. * iyy 

Or fliall the adverfary thus obtain 

His end, and fruftrate thine, fliall he fulfil 

His maiice, and thy goodncfs bring to nought. 

Or proud return though to his heavier doom, 

Yet with revenge accomplifli’d, and to hell 160 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 

By him corrupted? or wilt thou thy felf 

Abolifh thy creation, and unmake 

For him, what for thy glory thou haft made? 

So fbould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both i <Jy 
Be qiieftion’d, and blafphem’d without defence. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply’d. 

O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight, 

Son of my bolom, Son who art alone 
My word my wifiom, and efieftual might, 170 

All haft thou fpoken as my thoughts are, ail 
As my eternal purpofe hath decreed. 

Man fhall not quite be loft, but lav’d who will. 

Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely vouchlaPd.- once more 1 will renew iyf 

His lapfed pow’rs, though forfeit, and inthrall’d 
By lin to foul exorbitant defires : 

Upheld by me, yet once more he fliall ftand 
On even ground agarnft his mortal toe : 

By me upheld! that he may know how frail 18& 

His fall’n condition is, and to me owe 
All his deliv’rance, and to none but me. 

Some I have chofen of peculiar grace 
Elett above the reft : fo is my will: 

The reft lhall hear me call, and oft be warn’d r8y 

Their 
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Their fioful ftate, and to appeafe betimea 
Th’ incenfed Deity, while offer’d grace 
Invites: fori will clear their fenfes dark, 

What may fuffice, and foften ftony hearts 

To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190 

To pray’r, repentance, and obedience due. 

Though but endeavour’d v/ith fincere intent. 

Mine ear (hall not be flow, mine eye not fhut. 

And I will place within them as a guide 194, 

My umpire Con scienc e; whom if they will hear. 
Light after light well us’d they fnall attain. 

And to the end periifting, fafe arrive. 

This my long fufferance, and my day of grace. 

They who negledt and fcorn, (hall never taftc; 

But hard be harden’d, blind be blinded more* 100 

That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall : 

And none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 

But yet all is not done : Man difobeying, 

Difloyal breaks his fealty, and fins 

Again ft the high fuprcmacy of heav’n, loy 

Affedting God- head, and fo lofing all, 

To expiate his treafon hath nought left. 

But to deftrudfion {acred and devote, 

He with his whole pofterity muft die, 

Die he or Juftice muft ; unlefs for him 210 

Some other able, and as willing, pay • 

The rigid fatisfadfion, death for death. 

Say heav’nly Pow’rs, where lhall we find fuch love? 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Man’s mortal crime: and juft, th’ unjuft to favc ? 210 

Dwells in all heaven charity fo dear ? 

He ask’d, but all the heav’nly quire ftood mute, 

And filence was in heav’n : on man’s behalf 
Patron or interceflor none appear’d, 

f Much 
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Much Ids that durft upon his own head draw aao 
The deadly forfeiture, and random fer. 

And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudg’d to death and hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of G od. 

In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine, aay 

His dcareft mediation thus renew’d. 

Father, thy word is paft, man fhall find grace: 

And fhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 

The fpeedieft of thy winged meflengers. 

To vilit all thy creatures, and to all 23* 

Comes unprevented, unimplor’d, unfought ? 

Happy for man, fo coming! he her aid 
Can never feck, (once dead in fins, and loft) 

Attonement for himfelf, or offering meet, 

Indebted, and undone, hath none to bring. »3y 

Behold me then, me for him, life for life 

I offer, on me let thine anger falls 

Account me man: I for his fake will leave 

Thy bofom, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put off, and for him laftly die 14* 

Well pleas’d, on me let Death wreak all his rage. 

Under his gloomy pow’r I fhall not long 
Lie vanquish'd ; thou haft giv’n me to pofiefs 
Life in my felf for ever} by thee I live, 

Though now to D e a th I yield, and am his due 24$* 
All that of me can die ; yet that debt paid. 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 
His prey, nor fuffer my unfpotted foul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell: 

But I fhall rife vi&orious, and fubdue 2yo 

My vanquifher, fpoil'd of his vaunted fpofl: 

Death his death’s wound fhall then receive, and ftoop 
Inglorious, of his mortal fling difarm ’d. 

I through 
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I through the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead hell captive, maugre hell! and (how iff 
The Pow’rs of darknefi bound. Thou at the fight 
Pleas’d, out of heaven (halt look down and fmile ; 

While by thee rais’d I ruin all my foes, 

Death laft, and with his carcafs glut the grave. 

Then with the multitude of my redeem’d 
Shall enter hcav’n long abfent, and return, 

Father, to fee thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger (hall remain i but peace a (lur'd 
And reconcilement : wrath (hall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy prefence joy entire. 

- His words here ended, but his meek afpeSt 

ilent yet Ipake, and breath’d immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only (hon 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 
Glad to be offer’d, he attends the wiH 
Of his great Father. Admiration feiz’d 
All beav’n, what this might mean, and whither tend 
Wond’ring ; foot foon th’ Almighty thus reply’d : 

O Thon in heav’n and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath, O Thou Xff 
My foie complacence ! well thou know’ll how dear 
To me are all my works, nor man the lead 
Though laft created j that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fire 
(By lofing thee a while) the wfable race loft. at* 

Thou therefore whom thou only can (l redeem. 

Their nature allb-to thy nature join ; 

And be thy felf man among men on earth, . 

Made flefh, when time fhall be, of virgin-feed, 

By wondrous birth ; be thou in Asam'i room i9f 
The head of all mankind, though Adam’s fon. 
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As in him perifh all men, fo in thee, 

As from a fccond root, (hall be rcftor’d 
As many as arc reftor’d, without thee none. 

His crime makes guilty all his fons; thy merit 190 

Imputed (hall abfolve them who renounce 

Their own both righteous, and unrighteous, deeds : 

And live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So man, as is moft juft. 

Shall farisfie for man, be judg’d and die; 299 

And dying rife, and riling with him raife 

His brethren, raniom’d with his own dear life. 

$0 heav’nly love (hall outdo helli(h hate 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem. 

So dearly to redeem what hellifh hate 3^ 

So eaiily deftroy’d, and ftill deftroys ^ 

In thole who, When they may, accept not grace. 

Nor (halt thou by defeending to a flume 
Man’s nature, leflen or degrade thine own. 

Bccaufe thou haft, tho’ thron’d in higheft blifs 30/ , 
Equal to G o d. and equally enjoying 
God-like fruition, quitted all to fave 
A world from utter lofs, and haft been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God, 

-Found worthieft to be lo by being good, 310 

Far more than great or high ; becaulc in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds, - • 
Therefore thy humiliation (hall exalt 
With thee rhy manhood alio to this throne; 

. Here (halt thou fit incarnate, here (halt reign jiy 

Both God and Man, Son both of God andMA N , 
Anointed Univerfal King ; all pow’r 
I give thee, reign for ever, and aflume 
Thy merits : under thee as Head Supreme 
Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce: 

All knees to thee (hall bow, of them that ’bide 321 
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In heav’n, ot' earth, or under earth in hell} 

When thou attended glorioufly from heav’n 
Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee fend 
The fummoning Arch- Angels to proclaim 
Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 
The Jiving, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paft ages to the general doom 
Shall haften, fuch a peal fhall roufe their deep! 
Then all thy faints afTembled, thou fhalt judge 
Bad men and Angels, they arraign’d fhall fink 
Beneath rhy fentence ; hell (her numbers full) 
Thenceforth fhall be for ever (hut. Mean while 
The worid fhall burn, and from her afhes fpring 
New heav’n and earth, wherein the juft fhall dwel 
And after all their tribulations long 
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth : 
Then thou thy regal feeptre fhalt lay by. 

For regal feeptre then no more fhall need, 

God fhall be All in All. But all ye Gods, 

Adore him, who to compafs all this dies. 

Adore the Son, and honor Him as Me. 


No fooner had th‘ Almighty ceas’d, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a fhout 
(Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bleft voices) utt’ring joy, heav’n rung 
With jubilee, and loud hofanna’s fill’d 
Th’ eternal regions. Lowly reverent 
Tow’rds either throne they bow, and to the grounc 
With folemn adoration down they caft 
Their crowns, inwove with amarant and gold. 
Immortal amarant! a flow’r which once 
In Paradife faft by the Tree of Life 
Began to bloom , but foon for man’s offence 
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To heav’n remov’d, where firft it grew, there grows, { 
And flow’rs aloft (hading the fount of life} 

And where the river of blifs thro’ midft of heav’n 
Rowls o’er Elysian flow’rs her amber ftream : 

With thefe that never fade the fpirits elett 360 

Bind their refplendent locks, inwreath’d with beams > 
Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off the bright 
Pavement, that like a fea of jafper fhon, 

Impurpled with coeleftial rofes fmil’d. 

Then crown’d again, their golden harps they took} 36/ 
Harps ever tun’d, that glitt’ring by their fide 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble fweet 
Of charming fymphony they introduce 
Their facred fong, and waken raptures high. 

No voice exempt } no voice but well could join 570 
Melodious part, fuch concord is in hcav’n. 

Thee Father firft they fung, Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 

Eternal King ; Thee Author of all Being, 

Fountain of Light, Thy felf invifible ^ 37 f 

Am id ft the glorious brjghtnefi where thou fit’ft 
Thron’d inaccefiible, but when thou fhad’ft 
The full blaze of thy beams, and thro’ a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant flirine, 

Dark with exceflive bright thy skirts appear : 380 

Yet dazle heav’n, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 

Thee next they fung of all creation firft, 

Begotten Son> Divine Similitude! 

In whofc conspicuous count’nance, without cloud 3% 
Made vifible, th’ Almighty Father fliines, 

Whom elfe no creature can behold : on Thee 
Imprefs’d, th’ effulgence of his glory abides} 

Transfus’d on Thee his ample S p i R* t refts. 
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He heav’n of heav’ns, and all the pow’rs therein, 

By Tbee created j and by Thee threw down 
Th’ afpiring Domiaarions. Thou that day 
Thy Father’s dreadful thunder didit not fpare; 

Nor Hop rhy flaming chariot wheels, that fl.ook 
Heav’n’s everlafting frame, while o’er the necks 
Thou drov’fr of warring Angels difarraid. 

Back from perfuit thy Pow’is with loud acclaim 
Thee only extoll’d, Son of Thy Father’s might. 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes ; 

Not fo on man : him thro’ their malice fall’n, 400 
Fa th er of mercy and grace! thou didft not doom 
So flxidtly j but much more to pity incline. 

No fooner did thy dear and only Son, 

Perceive thee purpos’d not to doom frail man 
So ftrittly, but much more to pity inclin’d. 

He to appeafe thy wrath, and end die ftrife 
Of mercy and juftice in thy face difeern’d, 

Regardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat 
Second to thee, offer’d himfelf to die 
For man’s offence. O unexampled iovc ! 

Love no where to be found lefs than Divine ! 

Hail Son of G o d, Saviour of men ! thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my fong 
Henceforth, and never fiiall my harp thy praife 
Forget, not from Thy Father’s praife disjoin 




41* 




Thus they in heav’n, above the ftarry fphear. 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whofe firfl: convex divides 
The luminous inferior orbs, inclos’d 
From Chaos, and th’ inroad of darknefe old, 
Satan alighted walks. A globe far off 
It feem’d, now fecms a bound lefs continent 
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Dark, wide, and wild, under the frown of night 
Starlcfs expos’d, and ever-threat’ning (forms 41^ 

Of Chaos bluftring round, inclement sky! 

Save on that fide which from the wall of heav’n 
(Tho’ diftant far) fbme {mall refle&ion gains 
Of glimmering air, lefs vex’d with tempeft loud. 

Here walk’d the fiend at large in fpacious field. 430 
As when a Vultur on Im a us bred, 

( Whole fnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds) 
Difiodging from a region fcarce of prey 
To gorge the flefh of lambs, or weanling kids 434 
On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow’rd the fprings 
Of Ganges or Hydaspes, ('Indian ftreams ) 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Seri can a, where Chineses drive 
With fails and wind their cany waggons light : 

So on this windy fea of land, the fiend 440 

Walk’d up and down alone, bent on his prey 
Alone, for other creature in this place 
Living or livelefs to be found was none; 

None yet, but {lore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aereal vapors flew, 44? 

Of all things tranfitory and vain, when fin 
With vanity had fill’d the works of men : 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
BuHt their fond hopes of glory or lafting fame. 

Or happinefs in this or th’ other life : 4^0 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful fuperftition, and blind zeal. 

Nought fteking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds: 

Ail rh’ unaccomplifh’d works of nature’s hand, 4fp 
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mix’d, 

Diflolv’d on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 

Till final diflolution, wander here : 

; . Not 
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Not in the neighb’ring moon, as fome have drcam’d ; 
(Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 4 6» 

Tran Hated laints, or middle fpirits hold 
Betwixt th’ angelical and human kind,) 

Hither, of ill-join’d fons and daughters born, 

Firft from the ancient world thole giants came. 

With many a vain exploit, tho’ then renown’d : 4 6j 

The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sehmaar, and ftiil with vain delign 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 
Others came Angle, he who to be deem’d 
A God, leap’d fondly into jEtna flames, 47* 

Empedocles: and he who to enjoy 
Plato’s Elysium, leap’d into the Sea, 
Cleombrotus : and many more too long, 

Embryoes and idiots, eremits, and friars 
White, Black, and Grey, with all their trumpery : 47/ 

Here Pilgrims roam, that ftray’d fo far to feek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heav’n : 

And they who to be fure of Paradife, 

Dying put on the Weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciscan think to pafs difguis’d ; 480 

They pafs the Planets (even, and pals the Fix’d, 

And that chryftalline fphere whofe ballance weighs 
The Trepidation talk’d, and that Fir ft- mov’d : 

And now faint Peter at heav’n’s wicket feeras 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 48/ 
Of heav’n’s afcent they lift their feet, when lo ! 

A violent crols-wind from either coaft 
Blows them tranfverle, ten thouland leagues awry 
Into the devious Air : then might ye fee 
Cowles, hoods, and habits, with their wearers toft 490 
And flutter’d into rags } then reliques, beads, 

Indulgences, Difpenfes, Pardons, Bulls, 

The Iport of winds. All thefe upwhirl’d aloft 
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Fly o’er the backfide of the world far off, 

Into a Limbo latge and broad, fince call’d 
The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after : now unpeopl’d, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the fiend found as he pafs’d, 

And long he wander’d, till at laft a gleam 
Of dawning light turn’d thither- ward in hafle 
His travel’d fleps ; far diflant he deferies 
Afcending by degrees magnificent 
Up to the wall of heav’n a flrudture high ; 

At top whereof, but far more rich, appear’d 
The work as of a Kingly palace-gate, 

With frontifpiece of diamond and gold 
Imbellifh’d} thick with fparkling orient gems 
The portal fhon, inimitable on earth 
By model, or by (hading pencil drawn. 

The flairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw 
Angels afcending and defeending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 
ToPadan-Aram in the field of Luz, 

Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cry’d, This is the gate of heav’n. 

Each flair myfterioufly was meant, nor flood 
There always, but drawn up to heav’n fometimes 
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright fea flow’d 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, fayling arriv’d, yio 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o’er the lake 
Rap’d in a chariot drawn by fiery fleeds. 

The flairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The fiend by eafic afeent, or aggravate 
His fad exclufion from the doors of blifs: yiy 

Dire£l agatnft which open’d from beneath, 

Juft o’er the blifsful feat of Paradife, 

A pafiage down to th’ earth, a paflage wide, 
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(Wider by far than that of after-times 

Over mount Sion, and, though that were large, /jo 

Over the P r o m i s 'd Land to G o d fo dear. 

By which, to vilit oft thofe happy tribes, 

On high behefts his Angels to and fro 
I’aft’d frequent, and his eye with choice regard. 

From P a n e a s the fount of Jordan’s flood yjy 
To Beersaba, where the Holy Land 
Borders on AL g y p t and th’ A B a b i a n Chore) 

So wide the opening feem’d, where bounds were let 
To darkneis, fuch as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from hence now on the lower flair 
That fcal’d by fleps of gold to heaven-gate, 

Looks down with wonder at the fodden view 

Of all this world at once. As when a fcout 

Thro’ dark and deiart ways with peril gone 

All night, at laft by break of chearful dawn fqj 

Obtains the brow of fome high- climbing hill* 

Which to his eye difeovers unaware 

The goodly profpefit of fome foreign land 

Firft feen, or fome renown’d metropolis 

With gliftering fpires and pinnacles adorn’d, yyo 

Which now the riling fun gilds with his beams : 

Such wonder feiz’d, though after heav’n feen, 

The fpirit malign ; but much more envy feis’d 
At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 

Round he furveys (and well might, where he flood fjf 
So high above the circling canopy 
Of night’s extended fhade) from eaftem point 
Of L i b r a, to the fleecy ftar that bears 
Andromeda far off Atlantic leas 
Beyond th’ Horizon : then from Pole to Pole 
He views in breadth; and without longer paule 
Down right into the world’s firft region throws 
His flight precipitant, and winds with cafe 
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Through ihc pure marble air his oblique way 

Amongft innumerable Stars, that fhon 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand feem’d other worlds: 

Or other worlds they Teem’d, or happy ifles, 

Like thofe Hesperian gardens fam’d of old. 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow’ry vales j 
Thrice happy ifles! But who dwelt happy there 770 
He flay’d not to inquire. Above them all 
The golden fun, in fplendor likeft hcav’n. 

Allur’d his eye: thither his courfe he bends , 

Through the calm firmament : but up or down. 

By centre or eccentric, hard to tell, Slf 

Or longitude, where the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar conftellations thick. 

That from his lordly eye keep diftance due, 

Difpenfes light from far* they as they move 

Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 

Days, months and years, tow’rds his all-chearing Lamp 

Turn fwift their various motions, or are turn’d 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The univerfe, and to each inward part 

With gentle penetration, though unfeen, f8/ 

Shoots invifible virtue even to the Deep; 

So wondroufly was fet his ftation bright. 

There lands the fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Aftronomer in the fun’s lucent orb J 

Through his glaz’d Optic Tube yet never faw. 599 

The place he found beyond expreflion bright, 

Compar’d with ought on earth, metal or ftone : 

Not all parts like, but all alike inform’d 

With radiant light, as glowing iron with firej 

If metal, part feem’d gold, part filver clear: 79/ 

If ftone, carbuncle moft or chry folite. 

Ruby or topaz, or the twelve that flion 
In Aaron’s breaft-plate; and a ftone befides 
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• (Imagin’d rather oft than elfcwhere feen) 

f That ftone, or like to that which here below 
Philofophers in vain To long have fought, 
j In vain, though by their pow’rful art they bind 
Volatil Hermes, and call up unbound 
In various friapes old Proteus from the fea, 

, Drain’d through a limbec to his native form. 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 
| Breathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers run 
| Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
. * Th’ arch-chimic fun, fo far from us remote, 
Produces, with tcrreftrial humor mix’d, 

• Here in the dark fo many precious things 
Of color glorious, and effedt fo rare? 

Here matter new to gaze the devil met 
Undazledj far and wide his eye commands, 

For fight no obftacle found here, nor fhadc. 

But all fun-fhirie, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from th’zEQUATOR, as they now 
Shot upward frill diredfc, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall, and th’ air. 
No where fo clear, fharpen’d his vifual ray 

To objedts diftant far, whereby he foon 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel frand. 

The fame whom John fa w alfo in the fon : 

His back was turn’d, but not his brightnefs hid : 

** Of beaming funny rays: a golden tiar 

Circl’d his head nor lefi his locks behind 
j Illufrrious on his fhoulders, fledge with wings, 

| Lay waving round : on fome great charge employ 

• He foem’d, or fixt in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the fpirit impure, as now in hope 
To find who might direct his wand’ring^ flight 
To Paradife the happy feat of man, 
v •• His journey’s end, and our beginning woe. 
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In which of all thefe fhining orbs hath man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 

But all thefe fhining orbs his choice to dwell : 

That I may find him, and with fecret gaze. 

Or open admiration, him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath bellow’d 
Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour’d 
That both in him and all things, as is meet. 

The Univerfal Maker we may praife; 

Who juftly hath driven out his rebel foes 
To deepeft hell, and to repair their lofs 
Created this new happy race of men 
To ferve him better : wife are all his ways! 

So fpake the falfe diflembler unperceiv’d i 
For neither man nor angel can difeem 
Hypocrify (the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone. 

By his permiffive will, through heav’n and earth : 
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpidon Beeps. 

At wifdom’s gate, and to fimplicity 
Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feemsj which now for once beguil’d 
Uriel, though regent of the fun, and held 
The fharpeft-fighted fpirit of all in heav’n : . 

Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul. 

In his uprightnefs anfwer thus return’d. 

Fair Angel, thy defire which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 
The great work-mafter, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blime, but rather merits praife 
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone, 

To witneis with thine eyes what fome perhaps 
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Contented with report hear only in heav’n: 

For wonderful indeed are all his works, 

Pleafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight. 

But what created mind can comprehend yoy 

Their number, or the wildom infinite 

That brought them forth, but hid their caufes deep? 

I law when at his word the formlefs mafs, 

This world’s material mould, came to a heap : 

Confulion heard his voice, and wild uproar 71# 

Stood rul’d, ftood vail infinitude confin’d: 

Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled. 

Light fhon, and order from dilorder lprung. 

Swift to their feveral quarters hailed then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 71^ 

And the ethereal quinteflence of heav’n 
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms, 

That rowl’d orbicular, and turn’d to liars, 

Numberlefs, as thou feell, and how they move; 

Each had his place appointed, each his courfe, 71* 

The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 

Look downward on that globe whofe hither fide 
With light from hence, tho’ but refledled, fhines: 

That place is earth, the feat of man, that light 

His day, which clie as th’ other hemifphere 7 ay 

Night would invade; but there the neighb’ring moon 

(So call that oppofite fair liar) her aid 

Timely interpoles, and her monthly round 

Still ending. Hill renewing through mid heav’n, 

With borrrow’d light her countenance triform 730 

Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th’ earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam’s abode, thofe lofty {hades his bow’r ; 

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 737 
^ Thus 
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Thus faid, he turn’d, and Satan bowing low 
(As to fuperior fpirits is wont in heav’n, 

■Where honor due and reverence none neg lefts,) 

Took leave, and tow’rd the coaft of Earth beneath 
Down from th’ Ecliptic, fped with hop’d fuccels, 740 
Throws his deep flight in many an aery wheel. 

Nor ftaid, till on Nip hates top he lights. 
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The ARGUMENT.. 

Satan now in profpeB of Eden, and nigh the place where he 
muft now attempt the bold enterprise which he undertook 
alone againjl God and Man, falls into many doubts with 
himfelf, and many pafjtons, fear, envy, and defpair : but 
at length confirms himfelf in evil, journeys on to Para - 
dife, whofe outward profpeH and fituation is defcribed, 
over-leaps the bounds, fits in the fhape of a cormorant on 
the Tree of Life, as the highefl in tht garden, to look 
about him. The garden defcribed ; Satan’* firfl fight of 
Adam and Evej his wonder at their excellent form and 
happy ftate, but with refolution to work their fall ; over- 
hears their dfcourfe, thence gathers that the TYee of 
Knowledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation, by fe- 
ducing them to tranfgrefsi then leaves them a while to 
know further of their ftate by fome other means. Mean 
while Uriel defeending on a fun-beam warns Gabriel 
( who had in charge the gate of Paradife) that fome evil 
fpirit had efcaped the Beep, and paft at noon by his fphear 
in the fhape of a good Angel down to Paradife , dif covered 
afterwards by his furious geftures in the mount : Gabriel 
promifes to find him e’er morning. Night coming on, Adam 
and Eve difeourfe of going to their reft : their bower de- 
fcribed-, their evening worfhip. Gabriel drawing forth his 
bands of night-watch to walk the round of Paradife, ap- 
points two ftrong Angels to Adam’* bower, left tht evil 
fpirit fhould be there doing fome harm to Adam or Eve 
fteepingi there they find him at the ear of Eve, tempting 
her in a dream, and bring him, tho' unwilling, to Gabriel ; 
by whom queft'ton’d, he fcomfuUy anfwers, prepares re- 
ft fiance, but hinder'd by a fign from heaven , flies out of 
Paradife . 
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FOR that warning voice, which he 
who faw 

Th’ Apocalyps heard cry in heay’n 
aloud, 

Then when the Dragon, put to fecond 
rout, 

Came furious down to be reveng’d on men, 

Wo to th' inhabitants on earth ! that now »* 

While time was, our firft parents had been warn’d 
The coming of their fecret foe, and fcap’d 
Haply fo fcap’d his mortal fnare : for now 
Satan, now firft inflam’d with rage, came down, 

The tempter e’er th’ accufer of mankind, 

To wreak on innocent frail man his lots 
Of that firft battel, and his flight to hell : 

Yet not rejoycing in his fpeed though bold. 

Far off and fcarlefs, nor with caufe to boaft. 

Begins 
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Begins his dirt attempt, which nigh the birth iy 

Now rowliag, boils in his tumultuous breaft, 

And like a devilifh engine back recoils - 

Uponhimfelf: horror and doubt diftradt 

His troubled thoughts! and from the bottom fl.tr 

The hell within him, (for within him hell ZO' 

He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 

One ftep no more than from himfelf can fly 

By change of place:) now confcience wakes defpair 

That flumber’d, wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was, what is, and what muft be if. 

Worfe j. of worfe deeds worfe fuffcrings muft enfue. 

Sometimes tow’rds Eden, which now in his view 

Lay pleafant, his griev’d look he fixes fad, 

Sometimes tow’rds heav’n and the full blazing fun, 

Which now iat high in his meridian tow’r : 30 

Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with furpafling glory crown’d, 

Look’ft from thy foie dominion like the God 
Of this new world ; at whofe fight all the ftars 
Hide their diminiih’d heads ; to tnee I call, 3y 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name - 

0 Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 

That bring to my remembrance from what ftate 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy fphear; 

Till pride and Worfe ambition threw me down, 40 
Warring in heav’n againft heav’n’s matchlefs King, 

Ah wherefore ! he defer v’d no fuch return 
From me, whom be created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ■, nor was his fervice hard. 4y . 

What could be lefs than to afford him praife, 

The eafieft recompettfe, and pay him thanks } 

How due! yet all bis good prov’d ill in me. 

And 
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And wrought but malice ; lifted up fo high 
1 ’fdein’d lubje£fion, and thought one ftep higher fo 
'Would fet me higheft, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude, 

So burthenfome ftill paying, ftill to owe ; 

Forgetful what from him I ftill receiv’d, 

And underftood not that a grateful mind yy 

By owing owes not, but ftill pays, at once 
Indebted and difeharg’d : what burden then? 

O had his pow’rful deftiny ordain’d 

Me fbme inferior Angel ! I had ftood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais’d 6 o-. 

Ambition: yet why not? fome other Pow’r 

As great might have afpir’d, and me though mean • 

Drawn to his part ; but other Pow’rs as great 

Fell not, but ftand unfhaken, from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm’d. 6f- 

Hadft thou the feme free will and pow’r to ftand ? 

Thou hadft : whom haft thou then, or what, t’ accufc, 

But hcav’n’s free love dealt equally to all? 

Be then his love accurft, fince love or hate. 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe: 7*- 

Nay curft be thou ; fince againft his thy will 
Chole freely what it now fo juftly rues : 

Me miferable ! which way fhall I fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair? 

Which way I fly is hell •, my felf am hell > jf- 

And in the lowed deep a lower deep • * 

Still threat’ning to devour me opens wide, 

To which the hell I fuffer feems a heav’n. 

O then at laft relent ! is there no place 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left ? So 

None left but by fubmilfion \ and that word 

Di/Jain forbids me, and my dread of fhaflie 

Among the fpirits beneath, whom I feduc’d 

With 
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With other promifes and other vaunts 

Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 8y 

Th’ Omnipotent : Ah me ! they little know 

How dearly I abide that boa ft fo vain ; 

• Under what torments inwardly I groan. 

While they adore me on the throne of hell. 

With diadem and feeptre high advanc’d, 9* 

The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme 
In mifery ; fuch joy ambition finds! 

But fay I could repent, and could obtain 
By aft of grace my former ftate, how foon 
Would height recall high thoughts, how foon unlay 
What feign’d fubmiflion fwore! eale would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void ; 

(For never can true reconcilement grow 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc’d fo deep) 
Which would but lead me to a worfc rclapfe ieo> 

And heavier fall; fo fhould I purchafe dear 
Short intermiffion bought with double fmart. 

This knows my puniiher ; therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging peace. 

All hope excluded thus, behold ! in (lead toy 

Of us out-caft, exil’d, his new delight 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 

Farewel remorfe! all good to me is loft; 

Evil be thou my good ! by thee at leaft Lie 

Divided empire with heav’n’s king I hold ; 

By thee, and more than half perhaps, will reign : 

As man c’er-long, and this new world lhall know. / 

Thus while he fpake, each paflion dimm’d his face 
Thrice chang’d with pale, ire, envy and defpair, i ry 
Which marr’d his borrow’d vifage, and betray’d 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 

(For 
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('For heav’nly minds from fuch diflempers foul 
Are ever clear.) Whereof he foon aware. 

Each perturbation fmooth’d with outward calm, n* 
Artificer of fraud; and was the firft , 

That practis’d falfhood under faintly (hew, 

Deep malice to conceal, coucht with revenge: 

Yet not enough had prattis’d to deceive 

Uriel once warn’d ; whofe eye perfu'd him down uj 

The way he went, and on th’ Assyrian mount 

Saw him disfigur’d, more than could befall 

Spirit of happy fort : his geftures fierce 

He mark’d, and mad demeanor, then alone, 

As he fuppos’d, all unobferv’d, unfeen. 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 

Now nearer, crowns with her enclofure green, 

As with a rural mound, the channpain head 

Of a fteep wildernefs; whofe hairy lides ijj 

With thicket overgrown, grotefque and wild, 

Accefs deny’d : and over head up grew 
Infuperable height of loftieft (hade. 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 

A fylvan fcene ; and as the ranks afcend 14* 

Shade above fhade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieft view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradife up-fprung : 

Which to our general fire gave profpeft large 

Into his neather empire, neighb’ring round. 14^ 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodlieft trees, loaden with faired fruit, 

Blodbms and fruits at once of golden hue. 

Appear’d, with ga^ enamel’d colors mix’d : 

On which the fun more glad imprefs’d his beams, ijo 
T han in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 

When God hath fhow’rd the earth > fo lovely feem’d 

That 
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That landlcapc ! and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive iff 

. All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 
Fanning their odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whiiper whence they flole 
Thole balmy fpoils. As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are part j6o 
Mozambic, off at lea north-eaft winds blow 
Sab£an odor from the fpicy fliore 
Of Araby the blest, with fuch delay 
Well pleas’d they . flack their courfe, and many a league 
Ghear’d with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles: i 6 f 

So entertain’d thole odorous fweets the fiend. 

Who came their bane ; though with them better pleas’d 
Than Asmodeus wkh the filhy fume 
That drove him, though enamor’d, from the fpoufe 
Of Tobit's Ion, and with a vengeance fent 170 
From Media poll to ./Egypt, there fall bound. 

Now to th’ afeent of that fleep favage hill 
Satan had joumied on, penfive and flow i 
• But further way found none, lo thick entwin’d. 

As one continu’d brake, the undergrowth iff 

Of fhrubs and tangling bufhes had perplex’d 
All path of man or beaft that pall that way. 

One gate thrre only was, and that look’d eaft 
tQu th’ other fide : which when th’ arch-fellon faw 
"Due entrance he dilclain’d, and in contempt, iS« 

At one flight bound high over-leap’d all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and Iheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a proWling wolf, 

/ Whom, hunger drives to leek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where fhepherds pen their flocks at eve 1 8f 
In hurdl’d cotes amid the field fecure, 

; Leaps 
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Leaps o’er the fence with eafe into the fold : 

Or as a thief Bent to unhoard the cafli 
Of fome rich burgher, whofe fubflantial doors, 
Crofs-barr’d and bolted fad, fear no a (fault, 

In at the window climbs, or o’er the tiles: 

So clomb this firfl grand thief into God’s fold i 
(So fince into his Church lewd hirelings climb..) 

Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 

( The middle tree, and higheft there that grew) 

Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 
Thereby regain’d, but fat deviling death 
To them who liv’d : nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giving plant, but only us’d 
For profpeft, what well us’d had been the pledge 
Of immortality. (So little knows 
Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before him, but perverts beft things 
To word: abufe, or to their meaneft ufe.) 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views, 

To all delight of human fenfe expos’d 
In narrow room, nature’s whole wealth, yea more, 

A heav’n on earth ! for blifsfol Paradife 
Of G o d the garden was, by him in th’ eaft 
Of Eden planted; Eden ftretch’d her line jtw 

From A ur an eaflward to the royal tow ’rs 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings, 

Or where the Tons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in Tel ass a r. In this pleafant foil 
His far more pleafant garden God ordain’d : 

Out of the fertile ground he caus’d to grow 
All trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte ; 

And all amid them flood the Tree of Life, 

High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 
Of vegetable gold : and next to life, 

Our death, the Tree of Knowledge, grew faft by; 

... Knowledge 
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Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill ! 
Southward through Eden went a river large. 

Nor chang’d his courfe, but through the (baggy hill 
Pals’d underneath ingulf d; for God had thrown 
That mountain as his garden mound high rais’d 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly third up drawn, 

Rofc a frefh fountain, and with many a rill 
Water’d the garden ; thence united fell 
Down the deep glade, and met the neither flood 
Which from his darkfome paflage now appears : 

And now divided into four main dreams. 

Runs divers, wandring many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account > 

But rather to tell how, (if art could tell 
HowJ from that faphlre fount the crifped brooks, 
Rowling on orient pearl and lands of gold. 

With mazy error under pendent (hades 
Ran Neftar, viiiting each plant, and fed _ 

Flow’rs worthy of Paradife, which not nice art 
In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 
Pour’d forth profufe on hill, and dale, and plain, 

Both where the morning fun fird warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc’d fhade 
Imbrown’d the noon-tide bow’rs. Thus was this place, 
A happy rural feat of various view: 

Groves whoferich trees wept od’rous gums, and balm ; 
Others whofe fruit burnilh’d with golden nnd 
Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true. 

If true, here only, and of delicious tafte. 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpos’d, 

Or palmy hilloc, or the flow’ry lap 
Of fome irriguous valley fpred her dore ; 

Flow’rs of all hue, and without thorn the role. 
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Another fide, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recefs, o’er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant : mean-while murm’ring waters fall a 6 s 

Down the dope hills, difpers’d, or in a lake. 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown’d 
Her chrydal mirror holds, unite their dreams. 

The birds their quire apply ; airs, vernal airs. 

Breathing the fmell of field and grove, attune iff 

The trembling leaves, while univerfal Pan, 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance. 
Led on th’ eternal fpring. Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Proserpine gathering flow’rs 
Her felf a fairer flow’r by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gather’d, which cod Ceres all that pain 
To feek her thro’ the world : nor that fweet grove 
Of Daphne by Oroktes, and th’ infpir’d 
Castalian fpring, might with this Paradife 
Of Eden drive : nor that N ysei a n ifle ijf 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cha m, 
(Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove) 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid fon 
Young Bacchus, from his ftepdame Rhea’s eye: 
Nor where A bass in Kings their iflue guard, 

Mount Amara (though this by fbme fuppos’d 
True Paradife,) under the ASthiop Line 
By N 1 l u s’ head, inclos’d with fhining rock, 

A Whole day’s journey high, but wide remote 
From this Assyrian garden ; where the fiend 
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 
Of living creatures new to fight and drange. 

Two of far nobler fhape ereft and tall, 

Godlike ere£ ! with native honor clad 
la naked majedy, iecm’d Lords of all; 
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And worthy feem’d : for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious maker (bon, 

Truth, wifdom, fanftitude fevere and pure* 

Severe, but in' true filial freedom plac’d. 

Whence true authority in men : though both * 

Not equal, as their fcx not equal feem’d } 

Tor contemplation he, and valor form’d. 

For foftnefs (he, and fweet attractive grace ; 

He for G o d only, flic for G o d in him. 

• His fair large front, and eye fublime, declar’d joo 

Abfolure rule ; and byacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Clultring, but not beneath his fhoulders broad. 

She, as a veil, down to the {lender waift 
Her unadorned golden trefles wore, 

Disfhcvel’d, but in wanton ringlets wav’d. 

As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply d 
Subjection, but requir’d with gentle fway. 

And by her yielded, by him beft receiv’d, 

Yielded with coy fubmifiion, modeft pride, 3*® 

And fweet rcludtant amorous delay . ( 

Nor thole myfterious parts were then conceal’d ; 

Then was not guilty flume, difhoneft flume 
Of nature’s works, honor difiionorable : 

Sin-bred ! how have ye troubled all mankind 3 1 / 

With (hews in (lead, mere fliews, of feemiog pure, • 
And baniflt’d from man’s life his happieft life, 

Simplicity, and fpotlefs innocence ? 

So pafs’d they naked on, nor fhun’d the fight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill: 320 

So hand in hand they pafs’d, the lovlieft pair 
That ever fince in love" embraces met $ 

A d am the goodlieft man of men fince born 
His fans ; the faireft of her daughters Eve. 

Under a tuft of {hide, that on a green 

Stood 
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Stood whifp’ring fofr, by a frefh fountain fide 

They fat them down ; and after no more toil 

Of their fweet gard'ning labor than fuffic’d 

To recommend cocl Zephyr, and made eafe 

More ealie, wholfom thirft and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper-fruits they fell, 

Ne&arine fruits ! which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline 
On the foft downy bank damask’d with flow’rs. 

The favoury pulp they chew, and in the rind 335* 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftrcara ; 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 
Fair couple, link’d in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About them frisking plaid 34* 

All beads of th’ earth, fince wild, and of all chafe 
In wood or wildernefs, fored or den ; 

Sporting the lion ramp’d, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

Gambol’d before them, th’ unwieldy elephant . 345: 

To make them mirth us’d all his might, and wreath’d 

His lithe probofcis ; dofe the ferpent fly 

Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His braided train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded: others on the grafs 3^0 

Couch’d, and now fill’d with padure gazing fat. 

Or bedward ruminating : for the fun 1 

Declin’d was hading now with prone career 
To th’ ocean ifles, and in th’ afcending fcale 
Of heav’n the dars that uflier evening rofe .* jyj 

When Satan ftill in gaze, as firfl he flood, 

Scarce thus at length fail’d fpeech recover’d fad. 
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O Hell, what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 

Into our room of blifs thus high advanc’d 

Creatures of other mold j earth-born perhaps, 3 6 ° 
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Not fpirits, yet to heav’nly fpirits bright 

Little inferior ; whom my thoughts perfue 

With wonder, and could love, l'o lively fhines 

In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 

,The hand that form’d ’em on their fhape hath pour’d. 

Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 3 66 

Your change approaches, when all thele delights 
Will vanifr, and deliver ye to woe, 

More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy : 

Happy, but for lo happy ill fecur’d 370 

Long to continue ; and this high feat your heav’n 
111 fenc’d for heav’n, to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter’d : yet no purpos’d foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn, 

Though I unpitied. League with you I feck, 

And mutual amity lo ftrait, lb clofe. 

That I with you mud dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not pleafe. 

Like this fair Paradife, your fenfe ; yet fuch 

Accept your maker’s work ; he gave it me, 380 

Which I as freely give : hell frail unfold, 

To entertain you two, her wideft gates, 

And fend forth all her Kings : there will be room, 

Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 

Your numerous offspring : if no better place, 38^ 

Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge 

On you who wrong me not, for him who wrong’d. 

And frould I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, (as I do) yet publick reafon juft. 

Honor and empire with revenge enlarg’d, 390 

By conqu’ring this new world, compels me now 
To do, what elfe ('though damn’d) I frould abhor, y 

So fpake the fiend, and with neceffity, 

The tyrant’s plea, excus’d his devilifr deeds. 

Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree, 39 f 

Down 
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Down he alights among the fportful Jierd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds; himfelf now one, 

Now other, as their fhape ferv’d bed his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unefpy’d 
To mark what of their date he more might learn, 40# 
By word or adtion mark’d : about them round 
A lion now he dalks with fiery glare, 

Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy’d < 

In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 

Strait couches clofe, then rifing changes oft . 40J 

His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground. 
Whence ruffling he might fured feize them both 
Grip’d in each paw : when Adam fird of men 
To fird of women Eve thus moving fpeech. 

Turn’d him, all ear, to hear new utterance How. 410 

Sole partner and foie part of all thefe joys, 

Dearer thy felf than all! needs mud the Pow’r 
That made us, and for us this ample world, .. 

Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite, . ■ 4«f 

That rais’d us from the dud, and plac’d us here 1 

In all this happinefs, who at his hand 
' Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Ought whereof he hath need, he who requires 
from us no other fervice than to keep 410 

This one, this eafie charge, of all the trees 
In Paradife that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to tade that only Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life, 

So near grows death to life, whate’er death is, 4iy 
Some dreadful thing no doubt : for well thou know’d 
God hath pronounc’d it death to tade that tree. 

The only fign of our obedience left. 

Among fo many figns of pow’r and rule 

F 3 Confer’* 
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Confer’d upon us, and dominion giv’n 430 

Over all other creatures that pofleft 

Earth, air, and fea. Then let us not think hard 

One eafic prohibition, who enjoy 

Free leave To large to ail things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delights : 437 

But let us ever praiic him, and extoll 

His bounty, following our delightful task 

To prune theie growing plants, and tend theft flow’rs j 

Which were it toiifome, yet with thee were fweet. 

t ‘ ’ * [• , t K . 

To whom that Eve reply’d. O thou for whom 440 
And from whom I was form’d, flefh of thy fiefh. 

And without whom ana to no end, my guide 
And head ! what thou haft faid is juft and right. 

For we to him indeed all praifts owe. 

And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy 447 

So far the happier tot, enjoying thee 
Preeminent by fo much odds, while thou 
Like contort to tby felf canft so where find. 

That day I oft remember, when from flerp 
I firft awak’d, and found my ftlf repos’d 470 

Under a (hade on flow’rs, much wond'ring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 

Not diftaot far from thence a murmuring found 

Of waters ifTu’d from « cave, and fpread 

Into a liquid plain, then flood unmov’d 4f j> 

Pure as th’ expanfe of beav’o : I thither went 

With inexperienc’d thought, and laid me down 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

6 moot h lake, that to me feem’d another sky. 

As I bent down to look, juft oppofite 460 

• A fhape within the watry gleam appear’d, 

Bending to look on me I ftarted back, 

It ftarted back; but pleas’d I foon return’d, 

Pleas’d 


Digitized by Google 



BookIV. Paradise Lost. 103 

Pleas’d it return’d as i’oon with anfwering looks 
Of fympathy and love: there I had fix’d 4^f 

Mine eyes till now, and pin’d with vain defire, 

Had not a voice thus warn’d me, “ What thou feeft, 

“ What there thou feeft, fair Creature, is thy fclf, 

“ With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

“ And I will bring thee where no fhadow (lays 470 
“ Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 
•« Whole image thou art, him thou fhalt enjoy 
“ Infeparably thine, to him (halt bear 
“ Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be call’d 
»« Mother of human race.” What could I do, 47 f 
But follow ftrait, invifibly thus led ? 

Till I efpy’d thee, fair indeed and tall, 

Under a plantan, yet methought lefs fair, 

Lefs winning foft, lefs amiably mild. 

Than that fmooth watry image : back I turn’d, 480 
Thou following cry’dft aloud, return fair Eve, 

Whom fly’ll thou? whom thou fly’ll, of him thou art. 
His flefh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent 
. Out of my fide to thee, nearell my heart 

Subllantial life, to have thee by my fide 48y 

Henceforth an individual folacc dear. 

Part of my foul, I feek thee, and thee claim 
My other half! — - with that thy gentle hand 
Seis’d mine, I yielded, and from that rime fee 
How beauty is excell’d by manly grace, 490 

And wifdorn, which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake our general mother, and with eyes . t 
Of conjugal attra£lion unreprov’d. 

And meek furrender, half embracing lean’d s 

On our firft father; half her fwelling bread 499 

Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Of her loofe trefles hid : he in delight 

F 4 % Both 
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Both of her beauty and fubmiftive charms 

Smil’d with fuperior love, as Jupiter 

On Juno fmiles, when he impregns the clouds yo« 

That (bed May flow’rs > and prefs’d her matron lip 

With kifles pure : alidc the devil turn’d 

For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 

Ey’d them askance, and to himfelf thus plain’d. 


Sight hateful, fight tormenting ! thus thefe two fop 
Imparadis’d in one anothers arms, 

(The happier Eden) fhall enjoy their fill 
Of blifs on blifs, while I to hell am thruft, 

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire, 

(Among our other torments not the leaftj yi* 

Still unfulfill’d with pain of longing, pines. 

Yet let me not forget what I have gain’d 
From their own mouths j all is not theirs it feems : 

One fatal Tree there Hands of Knowledge call’d, 

Forbidden them to tafte: Knowledge forbidden ? yiy 
Sufpicious, realbnlefs. Why fliould their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be fin to know ? 

Can it be death ? and do they only (land 
By ignorance ? is that their happy ftate. 

The proof of their obedience and their faith ? yao 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Their ruin ! hence I will excite their minds 

With more defire to know, and to reject 

Envious commands, invented with defign 

To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt yiy 

Equal with Gods ; afpiring to be fuch, 

They tafte and die : what likelier can enfue ? 

But firft with narrow fearch I muft walk round 
This garden, and no corner leave unfpy’d ; 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet y3o 
Some wandring fpirit of heav’n, by fountain fide, 
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Or in thick (hade retir’d, from him to draw 
What farther would be learn’d. Live while ye may 
Yet happy pair ; enjoy, till I return. 

Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 73f 

So faying, his proud ftep he fcornful turn'd. 

But with fly circumfpeftion, and began 

Through wood, through wafte, o’er hill, o’er dale his roam. 

Mean-while in utmoft longitude, where heav’n 

With earth and ocean meets, the fetting fun y+o 

Slowly defeended, and with right afpeft 

Againft the eaftern gate of Paradife 

Level’d his cv’ning rays : it was a rock 

Of alabafter, pil’d up to the clouds, 

Confpicuous far, winding with one afeent 
Acceflible from earth, one entrance high j 
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoflible to climb. 

Betwixt thefe rocky pillars Gabriel fat. 

Chief of th’ Angelic guards, awaiting night: yyo 

About him exercis’d heroic games 
Th’ unarmed youth of heav’n, but nigh at hand 
Coeleftial armory, fhields, helms, and fpears, 

Hung high with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the ev’n yyy 
On a fun beam, fwift as a (hooting ftar 
In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir’d 
Imprefs the air, and (hews the mariner 
From what point of his Compafs to beware 
Impetuous wiftds : he thus began in hafte. j6c 

Gabriel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath giv’n 
Charge and drift watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach, or enter in : 

This day at height of noon came to my fphear 

- F j. — , A 
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A fpirit, zealous, as he feem’d, to know f 6$ 

More of th' Almighty’s works, and chiefly man, 

God’s lateft image: I dcfcrib’d his way 
Bent all on fpeed, and mark’d his aery gait : 

But in the mount that lies from Eden north, 

Where he firft lighted, foon difcern’d his looks fjo 
Alien from heav’n, with paflions foul obfcur’d : 

Mine eye perfu’d him (kill, but under fhade 
Loft fight of him j one of the banifh’d crew, 

I fear, hath ventur’d from the Deep to raife 

New troubles } him thy care rauft be to find. jyjr 

To whom the winged warrior thus return’d : 

Uriel, no wonder if thy perfeft fight. 

Amid the fun’s hright circle where thou fit’ft. 

See far and wide : in at this gate none pais 
The vigilance here plac’d, but fuch as come y$© 

Well known from heav’n ; and fiace meridian hoar 
No creature thence. If fpirit of other fort. 

So minded, have o’erleap’d thefe earthy bounds 
On purpofe, hard thou know’ft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 

But if within the circuit of thefe walks. 

In whatfoever fhape he lurk, of whom 
Thom tell’ft, by morrow dawning I fhall know. 

So promis’d he. and Uriel to his charge ffo 
Return’d on that bright beam, whole point now rais’d 
Bore him Hope downward to the fun, now fall’n 
Beaeath th’ Azores, (whether the prime <5rb, 

Incredible how fwifr, had thither rowl’d 

Diurnal, or this lefs volubil earth 

By Iborter flight to th’ eaft, had left him there yjf 

Arraying with refle&ed purple, and gold, 

The clouds that on Us weftern throne attend.) 

Now 
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Now came ftill evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her fober livery all things clad ; 

Silence accompany’d, for beaft and bird, 

They to their grafly couch, thele to their nefts 
Were flunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale } 

She all night long her amorous defcant fungi 
Silence was pleas’d : now glow’d the firmament 
With living faphirs* Hesperus that led 
The ftarry hoft rode brighteft, till the moon 
Rifing in clouded majefty at length, 

Apparent Queen, unvail’d her peerlefs light, 

And o’er the dark her lilver mantle threw j 
When Adam thus to Eve: fair confort, th* hour 
Of night, and all things now retir’d to reft 
Mind us of like rcpofe, fince God hath let 
Labor and reft, as day and night to men 
Succeflive ; and the timely dew of fleep 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight, inclines 
Our eye-lids: other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, unemploy’d, and lels need reft : 

Man hath his daily work of body, or mind. 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 

And the regard of heav’n on all his ways : 

While other animals unaftive range, 

And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, e’er frdh morning ftreak the eaft 
With firft approach of light, we mult be ris’n. 
And at our pleafant labor, to reform 
Ton flow’ry arbors, yonder allies green 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown ; 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth. 
Thofe blofloms alfo, and thofc dropping gums, 
That lie beftrown unfightly and unlmooth, 

Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with cafe: 

' Mean while, as nature wills, night bids us reft.' 
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To whom ihus Eve with perfeft beauty adorn’d. 

My author and difpofer ! what thou bidft 
Unargu’d I obey; fo God ordains, 

God is thy law, thou mine: to know no more 
Is woman’s happieft knowledge, and her praife. 

With thee convening I forget all time, 

All feafons and their change, all pleale alike: 

Sweet is the breath of morn, her riling fweet, 

With charm of eariieft birds: plealant the fun, 

When firft on this delightful land he fpreads 

His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flow’r, 

Gliftring with dew.- fragrant the fertile earth 6+f 

After fofr fhow’rs : and fweet the coming on 

Of grateful ev’ning mild- then lilent night 

With this her folcmn bird, and this fair moon. 

And thefe the gems of heav’n, her ftarry train. 

But neither breath of morn, when Ihe afcends 6 $ e 

With charm of eariieft birds: nor rifmg fun 
On this delightful land : nor herb, fruit, flow’r, 

Gliftring with dew : nor fragrance after fliow’rs: 

Nor grateful evening mild : nor lilent night, 

With this her folemn bird, nor walk by moon, 

Or glittering ftar- light, without thee is fweet. 

But wherefore all night long fhine thefe, for whom 
This glorious fight, when Deep hath fhut all eyes ? 

To whom our general anceftor reply’d. 

Daughter of God and man, accomplifh’d Eve, 66 c 
Thofe have their courfe to finifh, round the earth, 

By morrow ev’ning, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 

Miniftring light prepar'd, they fet and rife : 

Left total darknefs Ihould by night regain 66 $ 

Her old polleflion, and extinguifh life 
In nature and all things j which rhele loft fires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
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Of various influence foment and warm, 

Temper or nourifh ; or in part flied down 670 

* Their ttellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth; made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the fun’s more potent ray. 

Theie then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 674 
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none. 
That heav’n would want fpe&ators, God want praife: 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep. v f 
All thefe with ceafclefs praife his works behold / 

Both day and night : how often from the deep < 58 # 
Of echoing hill, or thicket, have we heard 
Cceleflial voices to the midnight air, 

(Sole, or refponfive each to other’s note) 

Singing their great Creator; oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 68p 

With heav’nly touch of inftrumental founds. 

In full harmonic number join’d, their iongs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaycn. 

Thus talking, hand in hand, alone they pafs’d 
On to their blifsful Bow’r : it was a place 
Chos’n by the fov’reign planter, when he fram’d 
All things to man’s delightful ufe : the roof 
Of thickeft covert was inwoven fhade 
Laurel and myrtle; and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf : on either fide 
Acanthus, and each od’rous bufhy fhrub 
Fenc’d up the verdant wall : each beauteous flow’r. 

Iris all hues, rofes, and jeflamin 

Rear’d high their flourifh’d heads between, and wrought 

Mofaic; underfoot the violet, 70* 

Crocus and Hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider’d the ground, more color’d than with ftone 

Of coftlieft emblem : other creature here, 

Beafl, 
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Bead, bird, infe£t, or worm durft enter none} 

Such was their awe of man. In fliady bow’r y#f 
More facred and fcquefter’d, though but feign’d, 

Pan or Sylvanus never flept, nor Nymph, 

Nor Faun us haunted. Here indole recefs 
With flowers, garlands, and fweet-fmelling herbs, 
Efpoufed Eve deckt fir ft her nuptial bed, 710 

And hear’nly Quires the Hymenxan fung ; 

What day the genial Angel to our lire 
Brought her in naked beauty, more adorn’d, 

More lovely than Pan bora, whom the Gods 
Endow’d with all their gifts, (and O, too like 7 if 

In lad event ! ) when to th’ unwifer Ion 
Of J a p h e t brought by Hermes, Ihe infnar’d 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng’d 
On him who had Hole J o v e ’ s authentic fire. 

Thus at their fhady Lodge arriv’d, both flood, 710 
Both turn’d, and under open sky ador’d 
The God Jthat made both sky, air, earth and hcav'n, 
Which they beheld, the moon’s refplendent globe, 

And ftarry Pole : Thou alfo mad’ft the night, 

Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day 7»f 

Which we in our appointed work employ’d 
Have finifh’d, happy in our mutual help, 

And mutual love, the crown of all our blils £ a 
Ordain’d by thee, and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 73** 

Partakers, and uncrop’d falls to the ground. 

But thou haft promis’d from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who fhall with us extol 
Thy goodnefs infinite, both when we wake, 

And when we feek, as now, thy gift of lleep. yjf 

This faid unanimous, and other rites 
Obferving none, but adoration pure. 
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Which God likes beft, into their inmoft bow’r 
Handed they went j and eas’d the putting off 
Thefe troublcforne difguhes which we wear, 74* 

Strait fide by tide were laid: nor turn’d I ween 
Adam from his fair fpoufe, nor £ v e the rites 
Myfterious of connubial love refus’d ; 

Whatever hypocrites aufterely talk 

Of purity and place and innocence, 7 

Defaming as impure what God declares 

Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 

Our maker bids increafe, who bids abftain 

But our deftroyer, foe to Go d and man ? . •* 

Hail wedded love! myfterious law, true fource jfo 
Of human offspring, fble propriety 
In Paradife, of all things common elfe. 

By thee adult ’rous luft was driv’n from men. 

Among the beftial herds to range ; by thee, 

(Founded in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure) jff 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, ion, and brother firft were known. 

Far be it, that I lhouid write thee iin or blame ; 

Or think thee unbefitting holieft place. 

Perpetual fountain of domeftic fweets ! j(io 

Whofe bed is undefil’d and chafte pronounc’d, 

Prefent, or paft, as faints and patriarchs us’d. 

Here Love his golden fhafts employs, here lights 
His conftant lamp, and waves his purple wings ; . 

Reigns here and revels : not in the bought fmile 7 
Of harlots, lovelefs, joykfs, unendcar'd, 

Cafual if uition } nor in Court-amours * 

Mix’d dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball, 

Or ferenate, which the ftarv’d lover lings 

To his proud fair, beft quitted with difdain. 77* 

Thefe, lull’d by nightingales, embracing flept. 

And on their naked limbs the fiow’ry roof 

Shower’d 
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Shower’d rotes, which the morn repair’d. Sleep on 

Bleft pair ; and O! yet happieft, if ye feck 

No happier ftate, and know to know no more. 77/ 

Now had night meafur’d with her fliadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vail fublunar vault. 

And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth ifluing at th’ accuftom’d hour, flood arm’d 
To their night watches in warlike parade, 780 

When Gabriel to his next in pow’r thus fpake. 

Uzzi el, half thefe draw off, and coaft the fouth 
With ftri&eft watch : thefe other wheel the north. 

Our circuit meets full weft. As flame they part 

Half wheeling to the fhicld, halt to the fpear. 78/ 

From thefc, two ftrong and fubtile fpirits he call’d. 

That near him flood, and gave them thus in charge. 

* * ' • * - • 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing’d fpecd 
Search through this garden, leave unfearch’d no nook ; 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge, 790 
Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harm. 

This evening from the fun’s decline arriv’d, 

Who tells of fome infernal fpirit teen 
Hitherward bent ('who could have thought >) efcap’d 
The bars of hell} on errand bad no doubt; 79^ 

Such where ye And, feize faft, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his radiant flies, 

Dazling the naoonj thefe to the bow’r dire£t, 

In fearch of whom they fought : him there they round 
Squat like a toad, clofe at the ear of Eve} 800 

Affaying by his devilith ar* to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
IUuflons as he lift, phantafms and dreams : 
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Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th’ animal fpirits, that from pure blood arife 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure ; thence raifc 
At lad di (temper'd, difeontented thoughts. 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate delires, 

Blow up with high conceits ingendring pride. 

Him thus intent Ithuriel with his fpear 
Touch’d lightly; (for no falfhood can indure 
Touch of cceleftial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs) up he darts 
Difcover’d and iurpriz’d. As when a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 
Fit for the tun, fome magazine to (tore 
Againd a rumor’d war, the fmutty grain 
With fudden blaze diffus’d, inflames the air: 

So darted up in his own fhape the fiend. 

Back flep’d thofe two fair angels half amaz’d 
So fudden to behold the gtifly King ; 

Yet thus, unmov’d with fear, accod him foon. 

Which of thole rebel fpirits adjudg’d to hell 
Corn’d thou, efcap’d thy prifon, and transform’d 
Why fat’d thou, like an enemy in wait, 

Here watching at the head of thefe that deep ? 

Know ye not then, faid Satan, fill'd with fcorn, 
Know ye not Me ? ye knew me once no mate 
Ffer you, there fitting where you durd not foar j 
Not to know me argues your felves unknown, 830 
The lowed of your throng : or if ye know, 

Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your mefiage, like to end* as much in vain ? 

To whom thus Zephon, anfweringfcorn with fcorn. 
Think not, revoked fpiric, thy fhape the fame, 837 

Or 
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Or undiminilh’d brightnefs, to be known 
As when thou ftoodftin heav’n upright and pure: 

That glory then, when thou no more wait good, 

Departed from thee ; and thou reiembl’ft now 

Thy fin, and place of doom, oblcure and foul, 8fe 

But come, for thou, bcfure, (halt give account 

To him who lent us, whole charge is to keep 

This place inviolable, andthefe from harm. 

So lpake the Cherub, and his grave rebuke, * 

Severe in youthful beauty, added grace • 84/ 

la vincible: ahalh’d the devil ftood. 

And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 

Virtue in her (hSpe how lovely, faw and pin’d 

His lofs : but chiefly to find here oWerv’d 

His luftre vifibly impair’d ; yet fecm’d « 8yO 

Undaunted. If I mu ft contend, laid he, 

Beft with the belt, the fender not the lent} 

Or all at once; more glory will be won, 

Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold. 

Will lave us tryal what the leaft can do 

Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

*•» , . % *. * . . ~ 

* 

The fiend reply’d not, overcome with rage ; 

But like a proud fteed rein’d, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb: to drive or fly 
He held it vain; awe from above had quell’d 
His heart, not elfe difmay’d. Now drew they nigh 
The weftern point, where thole half rounding guards 
Juft met, and doling ftood in Iquadron join’d, 

Awaiting next- command; to whom their Chief, 
Gabriel, from the Front thus call’d aloud, $ 6 f 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this my, and now by glimps difcern 

I THU* 
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Ithur i el and Zephom through the flude. 

And with them comes a third of Regal port. 

But faded fplendor wan; who by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanor feems the Prince of belli 
Not likely to part hence without conteft: 

Stand firm, for in. his look defiance low’rs. 

He fcarce had ended when thofe two approach’d. 

And brief related whom they brought, where found, 

How bulled, in what form and pofture couch’d. 876 
To whom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake. 

-Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib’d . 
To thy tranfgreiTicms, and difturb’d the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranlgrefs 83 © 

By thy example, but have pow’r and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place; 

Employ’d it feems to violate lieep, and thofe 
Whofe dwelling Goo hath planted here in blifi? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 
Gabriel, thou badft in heav’n th’ efteem of wife, 884 
And filch I held thee ; but this queftion ask’d 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 

Who would not, finding way, break loofe from hell, 

Tho* thither doom’d ? thou wouldft thy felf, no doubt, 
And boldly venture to whatever place, ■. 89? 

Fartheft from pain; where thou might’ll hope to change 
Torment wfth eafe, and fooneft rccompenfe 
Dole with delight, which in this place I fought ; 

To thee no reafon, who know’ll only good, 8py 

But evil haft not try’d. And wilt objefk 

His will who bound us? let him furer bar 

His iron gates, if he intends our ftay 

In that dark durance! thus much what was ask’d: 

The 
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The reft i» true : they found me where they fay; 900 
But that implies not violence> or harm. 

* ’ ' 

Thus he in fcorn. The warlike Angel mov’d, 
Diiclainfully half fmiling, thus reply’d. 

O lofs of one in heav’n to judge of wife, 

Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew ! 90^ 

And now returns him from his prifon fcap’d. 

Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not, who ask what bo'dnefs brought him hither 
Unitcens’d, from his bounds in hell preferib’d; 

So wife he judges it to fly from pain 910 

However, and to feape his punifhment. 

So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous, till the wratlir, 

Which thou incur’ft by flying, meet thy flight 
Sey’nfold, and fcourge that wifiiom back to hell, 

Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 9iy 

Can equal anger infinite provok’d. 

But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all bell broke loofe? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled ? or thou than they 
Lefs hardy to indure? courageous chief! 9*0 

The firft in flight from pain ! hadft thou alledgtt 
To thy dcferted hoft this caufe of flight. 

Thou furely hadft not come ible fugitive. 

To which the fiend thus anfwer’d frowning ftem. 

Not that I lefs indure, or fhrink from pain, 9*y 

Infulting Angel, well thou know’ft : I flood 
Thy fierceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The blafting vollied thunder made all (peed, 

And feconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 

But ftill thy words at random, as before, 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From hard allays and ill fuccefles paft, 
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A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry’d : 

I therefore, I alone fir ft undertook P3y 

To wing the defolate Abyfs, and fpy 

This new created world, whereof in hell 

Fame is not filentj here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my affli&ed Pow’rs 

To fettle here on earth, or in mid air; ^>40 

Though, for pofleflion, put to try once more 

What thou and thy gay legions dare againft; 

Whole eafier bufinefs were to ferve their Lord 
High up in heav’n, with fongs to hymn his throne. 

And pra&is’d diftances to cringe, not fight. * 945 

To whom the warrior Angel foon reply ’d;. 

To fay, and ftrait un-fay, pretending firft 
Wife to fly pain, profeffing next the fpy, 

Argues no leader but a liar trac’d, 

Satan! and couldft thou faithful add ? O name, 9/0 
O facred name of faithfulnefs profan’d! 

Faithful to whom? to thy rebellious crew? 

Army of fiends ! fit body to fit head. 

Was this your difeipline and faith engag’d. 

Your military obedience, to diflolve pyf 

Allegiance to th’ acknowledg’d Pow’r fupreme ? 

And thou, fly hypocrite ! Who now wouldft feem 
Patron of liberty, who more than thou 
Once fawn’d and cring’d, and fervily ador’d 
Heav’n’s awful Monarch ? wherefore, but in hope 
To difpoflefs him, and thy felf to reign? 

But mark what I aread thee now : avant ! 

Fly thither whence thou fledft: if ftom this hour 
Within thefe hallow d limits thou appear, 

Back to th’ infernal pit I drag thee chain’d, $ 6 f 

And feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn • 

The facil gates of hell too flightly barr’d. 

. So 
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So threaten’d he, but S a t a n to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage replv’d. 

■t ' r 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 970 
Proud limitary Cherub ! but e’er then 
Far heavier load thy fclf expedi to feel 
From my prevailing arm ; though heaven’s King 
'Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers. 

Us’d to the yoke, draw’ft his triumphant wheels 979 
In progrefs through the road of hcav’n ftar-pav’d. 

While thus he fpake, th’ Angelic fquadron bright 
Turn’d fiery red, fharpning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears, as thick as when a field 980 

Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them j the careful plowman doubting ftands. 

Left on the threfhing floor his hopeful fheaves 
Prove chaff. On th’ other fide Satan alarm’d, 
Collecting all his might dilated flood 
LikeTENERiF, or Atlas, unremov’d: 

His ftature reach’d the sky, and on his creft 

Sat horror plum’d ; nor wanted in his grafp 

What feem’d both fpear and fhield. Now dreadful deeds 

Might have enfu’d, nor only ^aradife 991 

In this commotion, but the ftarry cope 

Of heav’n perhaps, or all the elements 

At leaft had gone to wrack, difturb’d and torn 

With violence of this conflict, had not foon 999 

Th’ Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray 

Hung forth m heav’u his golden feales, yet feen 

Betwixt A s t r n . a and the Scorpion fign, 

Wherein all things created firft he weigh’d, 

The pendulous round earth, with ballanc’d air -leoo 

In 
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la counterpotte; now ponders all events. 

Battels and realms .* in thele he put two weights 
The fequel each of parting, and of fight ; 

The latter quick up flew, and kick’d the beam : 

Which Gabriel fpyiog, thus befpake the fiend. loop 

Satan, I know thy flrength.and thou know’ftmine. 
Neither our own but giv’n : what folly then 
To boaft what arms can do, fince thine no more 
Than heav’n permits, nor mine, though doubl’d now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 1010 

And read thy lot in yon cceleftial fign, 

Where thou art weigh’d, and ftiown how light, how weak, 

If thou refift. The fiend look’d up, and knew 

His mounted fcale aloft : nor more } but fled 
Murm’ring, and with him fled the fliades of night, leif 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Morning approach'd. Eve relates to Adam her troublefomt 
dream ; he likes it not, yet comforts her: they come 
forth to their dap-labors : their morning hymn at the 
door of their hover. Govs to render Man inexcufable 
fends Raphael to admonijb hint of his obedience, of his 
free efiate, of his enemy near at hand, who he is, and 
why his enemy, and whatever elfe may avail Adam to 
know. Raphael tomes down to Paradift-, his appearance 
defcrlb'd, his coming difcertfd by Adam afar off fitt’mg 
at the door of his bower ; he goes out to meet him, 
brings him to his lodge, entertains him with the choicefi 
fruits of Paradife got together by Eve j their difcourfe 
at table: Raphael performs his meffage, minds Adam of 
his fate and of his enemy ; relates at Adam’j requeft 
who that enemy is, and hop he came to be ft, beginning 
from his ftrf revolt m heaven, and the otcafon thereof j , 
how he drew his legions after him to the parts of the 
north, and there incited them to rebel with him, per- 
fuading aU but only Abdicl a Seraph, who in argument 
d’ffuades and oppofts him, then forfaktthim. 
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|OW morn her rofy fteps in th’ ealtera 

clime 

Advancing, fow’d the earth with orient 
pear]. 

When Adam wak’d; Co cuftom’d; for 
his fleep 

Was aery-light, from pure digefKon bred. 

And temperate vapors bland, which th’ only found * * f 
Of leaves and fuming rills (Aurora’s fan) 

Lightly difpers’d, and the (brill matin fong 
Of birds on every bough. So much the more 
His wonder was, to find unwaken’d Eve 
W ith tTcfles decompos'd, and glowing cheek, is 

G x As 


* Ptrhd[s tbtft two Vtrfa wore originally diSattd by th 
^Author thus : 

And temperate vapors bland from fuming tills, 

Which th’ only found of leaves (Aurora’s faa) 

Lightly difpew’d, 
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As through unquiet reft : he on his fide 
Leaning half rais’d, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamor’d, and beheld 
Beauty, which whether waking or afieep. 

Shot forth peculiar graces : then, with voice 
Mild as when 2 ,e phy rus on Flora breathes. 

Her hand foft touching, whifper’d thus: Awake 
My faireft, my efpous’d, my lateft found, 

Jleav’n’s laft beft gift, my ever new delight! 

Awake : the morning Chines, and the frelh field a* 

Calls us, we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended .plants, how blows the citron grove, 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 

How nature paints her colors, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom ex trading liquid fweet -ay 


Such whifpering wak’d her, but with ftartl’d eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus Che fpake. 

t 

O foie in whom my thoughts find all repofe, 

My glory, my perfe&ion! glad I fee 

Thy face, and morn return’d; for I this night. 

Such night till this I never pafs’d, have dream’d, 

(If dream’d) not, as I oft am wont, of thee, 

Works of day pafs’d, or morrow’s next defign; 

But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night. Methought 
Clofe at mine ear one call’d me forth to wa'k 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine; it faid. 

Why fteep’ft thou Eve? now is the pleaCant time, 1 
The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 
Tunes fweeteft his love-labor ’d fong; now reigns 
Full-orb’d the moon, and with more pleafant light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things; in vain. 
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If none regard: heav’n wakes with all his eyes, 

Whom to behold but Thee, nature’s defire ? 

In whole fight all things joy, with ravilhment 
Attracted by thy beauty ftiil to gaze. 

I role as at thy call, but found thee not: 

To find thee I directed then my walk; 

And on, methought, alone I pafs’d thro’ ways jo 

That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Of interdicted Knowledge: fair it feem’d. 

Much fairer to my fancy than by day: 

And as I wondring look’d, befide it Hood 
One fhap’d and wing’d like one of thole from Heav’n 
By us oft leen : his dewy locks diftill’d f<S 

Ambrosia; on that tree he alio gaz’d ; 

And O fair plant, laid he, with fruit furcharg’d ! 

Deigns none to eaie thy load and talle thy 1 'weetr 
Nor God, nor Man ? Is knowledge lo defpis’d? 60 
Or envy, or what relerve forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid who Will, none fhall from me with-hold 
Longer thy offer’d good : why ellie fet here ? 

This faid he paus’d not, but with vent’rous arm 
He pluck’d, he tailed ; me damp horror chill’d 6y 

At fuch bold words, vouch’d with a deed fo bold. 

But he thus, overjoy’d, O fruit divine! 

Sweet of thy leif, but much more fweet thus crop’d ! 
Forbidden here, it leems, as only fit 
For Gods, yet able to make Gods of men : 70 

And why not Gods of men, fince good the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows, 

The author not impair’d, but honor’d more ? 

Here, happy creature, fair Angelic Eve! 

Partake thou alfo : happy though thou art, • yf 

Happier thou may’ll be, worthier canft not be : 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy feif a Goddefs, not to earth confin’d, 

G 3 But 
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But fom crimes in the sir, as we, fbmetirnes 

Afccnd to heav’n, by merit thine, and fee • lo 

What life the Gods Hre there, and fuch live Thoe. 

So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

Ev’n to my mouth, otthat fame fruit held part 

Which he had pluck’d : the pleafent favoory findl 

So quicken’d appetite, that I, metbought, if 

Could not but tafte! Forthwith up to tbedouds 

With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The earth outflretch’d immenfc, a profpetft wide 

And various : wond’ring at my flight and change 

To this high exaltation ; fuddenly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, funk down* 

And fell afleep r but O, bow glad I wak’d 
To And this but a dream! Thus E vt her flight 
Related*, and thus Adam anfwer’d fad. 


Beft image of my felf, and dearer half! 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep 

Affc&s me equally; nor can I like 

This uncooth dream, of evil fprung I fear. 

Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none, 
Created pure. But know that in the foul 
Are many lefler faculties that ferve 
Reafon as chief : among thefc Fancy next 
Her office holds : of all external things 
Which the five watchful fenfes represent. 

She forms Imaginations, aery fhapes. 

Which Reafon joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm, or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private cell, when nature refts. 

Oft in her abfence mimic Fancy wakes 
To imitate her; but misjoining ffiapes, - 
Wild work produces oft, and mod In dreams; 
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111 matching words and deeds long part or late. 

Some fuch refemblances methinks I find 

Of our laft evening’s talk> in this thy dream, I if 

But with addition ftrange : yet be not fad, 

Evil into the mind of God or Man 

May come and go, lb unapprov’d, and leave 

No fpot or blame behind : which gives me hope 

That what in deep thou didft abhor to dream, 12*’ 

Waking thou never wilt conient to do. 

Be not dishearten’d then, nor cloud thole looks. 

That wont to be more chearful and ferene. 

Than when fair morning firft fmiles on the world : 

And let us to our freih employments rife uj 

Among the groves, the fountains and the flow’rs. 

That open now their choiceft bolbm’d fmells 
Refer v’d from night, and kept for thee in ft ore. 

So chear’d he his fair fpoufe, and (he was cheat’d, 

But ftlently a gentle tear let fall ijo 

From either eye, and wip’d them with her hair: 

Two other precious drops that ready flood, 

Each in their chryftel fluice, he e’er they fell 
Kifs’d, as the gracious ftgns of fweet remorfe. 

And pious awe, that fear’d to have offended. i jy 

So all was clear’d, and to the Held they hafte : 

But firft from under fhidy arborous roof. 

Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the fun (who fcarcc up-ris’n 
With wheels yet hov’ring o’er the ocean brim, 140 
Shot paralel to th’ earth his dewy ray, 

Difcovering in wide land Tea pe all the eaft 
Of Paradife. and E n 1 n ’s happy plains.) 

Lowly they bow.’d, adoring, and began 

Their orifofls, each morning duly paid 14^ 

In various ftylcj f*r neither various ftyle 

G 4 Nor 


i 


n8 Paradise Lost. Book Vi 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 

Their Maker, in fit drains pronounc’d or lung 

Uhmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

Flow’d from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe: i fo 

More tunable, than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began. 

' • 

Thefe ere thy glorious works. Parent of Good ! 

Almighty ! thine this univerfal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair; thy feif how wondrous then ! iff 
Unfpeakable! who fitt’ft above thefe heav’ns, 

To us invifible, or dimly feen 

Iu thefe thy lowed works : yet thefe declare 

Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow’r divine. 

Speak ye who bed can tell, ye fons of light, 160 

Angels! for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 

Circle his throne rejoicing, ye in heav’n. 

On earth join all ye creatures to extol 

Him fird, him lad, him midd, and without end! 16 f 

Faired of dars, lad in the train of night. 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day that crown’d the fmiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy Iphear 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 17ft 

Thou fun, of this great world both eye and foul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater, found his praife 
In thy eternal courfe, both when thou climbd. 

And when high noon had gain’d, and when thou fail’d. 
Moon that now meet’d the orient fon, now fly’d rjj 
With the fix’d dars, fix’d in their orb that flies; 

And ye five other wandring fires, that move 
In mydic dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs call’d up light. 

Air, and ye elements, the elded birth 180 

Of 
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Of Nature’s womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix 
And nourith all things, let your ceafelefs change 
4 Vary to our Great Maker flill new praife. 

Ye mills and exhalations that now rife r8p 

From hill or {learning lake, dusky or grey, 

Till the fun paint your fleecy skirts with gold. 

In honor to the world’s great author rife; 

Whether to deck with clouds th’ uncolor’d sky. 

Or wet the thirlly earth with falling (how’rs, 190 

Rifmg or falling Hill advance his praife. 

His praife, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, ^ 
Breathe foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye pines, 

With every plant, in lign of worfliip wave. 

Fountains, and ye that warble, as ye flow, 19J 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife: > 

Join voices all ye living fouls, ye birds, 

That finging up to heaven gate afcend. 

Bear on your wings, and in your notes, his praife ; 

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk tpo 

The earth, and (lately tread, or lowly creep: 

Witnefs if I be filent, morn or even, 

To hill, or valley, fountain, or firefli (hade 
Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife. 

Hail Univerfal Lord! be bounteous Hill aop 

To give us only good : and if the night 
Have gather’d ought of evil, or conceal’d, 

Dilpcrfe it, as now light difpels the dark! 

So pray’d they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recover’d foon, and wonted calm. no 

On to their morning’s rural work they halle 
Among fweet dews and flow’rs ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees ever- woody reach’d too far 
Their pamper’d boughs, and needed bands to check 

G f Fruitless 
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Fruitleft embrace* : or they led the fine xtf 

To wed her elm ; fhe fpous’d, about him twines 

Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 

Her dow’r th’ adopted clufters, to adorn 

His barren leaves. Them thus employ’d beheld 

With pity heav'n’s high King, and to Him call’d iso 

Raphael, the fociable fpirit, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobias, and fecur’d 

His marriage with the feventimes wedded maid. 

Raphael, Hid He, thou hear'ft what ftir on earth 
Satan, from hell fcap’d thro’ the darkfome gulf, ttf 
Hath rais’d in Paradife, and how difturb’d 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
la them at once to rain all mankind 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converfe with Adam, in whatbow’r or (hade 230 
Thou find’ft him from the heat of noon retir’d. 

To refpit his day- labor with repaft, 

Or with repofe : and fuch difeourfc bring on. 

As may advife him of his happy ftate, 

Happinefs in his pow’r left free to will, m 

Left to his own free will ; his will though free. 

Yet mutable : whence warn him to beware 

fie fwerve not too fecure. Tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom ; what enemy 

Late fall’n himfelf from heav’n, is plotting now 14* 

The fall of others from like ftate of blifs : 

By violence ? no, for that (hall be withftood 
But by deceit and lies ; this let him know. 

Left wilfully tranfgrelTing, he pretend 

Surprifal, unadmonilh’d, unforewarn’d. 24^ 

So (pake th’ Eternal Father, and fulfill’d 
All juftice ; nor delay’d the winged faint 

After 
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After his charge receiv’d} but from among 
Thoufand ccelcftial Ardors, where he flood 
Veil’d with his gorgeous wings, up ipringing light, lfo 
Flew through the midft of heav’n : th’ Angelic Quires . 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th’ empyreal road ; till at the gate 
Of heav’n arriv’d, the gate felf-open’d wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work iff 

Divine, the (ov'reign architect had fram’d. 

From hence (no cloud, or, to obftrutt his fight, 

Star interpos’d.) however fmall, he fees 
(Not unconform to other fliining globes) 

Earth, and the Gard’n of God, with cedars crown’d 
Above all hills. As when by night the glais 161 

Of Galileo, kfi allur’d, obfcrvcs 
Imagin'd lands and regions in the moon: 

Or pilot from amidft the Cyclades, 

Delos, or Samos, fir ft appearing kens a 6f 

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through the vaft ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds : with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds ; then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air : till within foar 270 

Of towring eagles, t' all the fowls he leemc 
A Phxnix gaz’d by all, as that foie bird, 

When to infhrine his reliques in the fun’s 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 

At once on th’ eaftern cliff of Paradife 277 

He lights, and to his proper (hape returns, 

A Seraph wing’d : fix wings he wore, ro (hade 

His lineaments divine} the pair that clad 

Each fhouider broad, came mantling o'er his breaft 

With K£tl ornament: the middle pair 28* 

Girt like a flarry zone his waift, and round 

Skirted hi* taint and thighs with downy gold. 

And 
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U* 

And colors dip’d in heav’n : the third, his feet 
Shadow’d from either heel with feather’d mail; 
Sky-tin&ur’d grain. Like Mau’s fon he flood, a8y 
And fhook his plumes, that heav’nly fragrance fill’d 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his date. 

And to his mefiage high in honor rife ; 

For on fbme meflage high they guefs’d him bound. 190 
Their glitt’ring tents he pafs’d, and now is come 
Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrh, 

And flow’ring odors, caflia, nard, and balm ; 

A wildernefs of fweets ! for Nature here 

Wanton’d as in her prime, and plaid at will lpf 

Her virgin-fancies, pouring forth more fweet, 

Wild above rule or art ; enormous blifs ! . t*. 

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 

Adam difeern’d, as in the door he fat 

Of his cool bow’r, while now the mounted fun 3c® 

Shot down diredl his fervid rays to warm 

Earth’s inmoll womb, ('more warmth than A dam needs t) 

And Eve within, ducat her hour prepar’d 

For dinner favoury fruits, of tafte to pleafe 

True appetite, and not dilfelifii thirfl 30^ 

Of neilnrous draughts between, from milky dream. 

Berry or grape ; to whom thus Adam call’d. 

Hade hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 
Eadward among thofe trees, what glorious fhape 
Comes this way moving ; feems another morn 310 
Ris’n on mid-noon ; fbme great behed from heav’n 
To us perhaps be brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be oyr gueft. But go with fpeed, 

And what thy dorcs contain, bring forth and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive : - 311 

Our heav’nly dranger : well wc may afford 

Our 
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Our givers their own gifts, and large bedow 
From large be (tow’d, where nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburd’ning grows 
More fruitful, which indru&s us not to fpare. 31© 


To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth’s hallow’d mould 
Of G o d infpir’d ! fmall (tore will ferve, where (tore, 
(All feafbns) ripe for ufe hangs on the (talk} 

Save what by frugal doring firmnefs gains 

To nourifh, and fuperfluous moift confumes. 31J 

But I will hade, and from each bough and brake, 

Each plant, and juicied gourd, will pluck fuch choice 

To entertain our Angel-gued, as he 

Beholding fliall confefs, that here on earth 

God hath difpens’d his bounties, as in heav’n. 330 


So faying, with difpatchful looks in bade 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chufe for delicacy bed, 

What order, fb contriv’d as not to mix 
Tades, not well join'd, inelegant} but bring 
Tafte after fade, upheld with kindlied change : 
Bedirs her then, and from each tender dalk 
Whatever earth all-bearing mother yields 
In India ead or wed ; or middle fhore 
In P o n t u s, or the Punic coad, or where 
A lc 1 nous reign’d, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or fmooth rind, or bearded husk, or fhell, 
She gathers; tribute large! and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand : for drink, the grape 
She cruflies (inoffenfive Mudj and meathes 
From many a berry : and from fweet kernels prefs’d. 
She tempers dulcet creams; nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veflels pure: then drews the ground 
With rofe, and odors from 5 the fhrub unfum’d. 
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Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 3 je 

His god-ilkc gueft, walks forth, without more train 
A ccompany’d than with his own complete 
Perfect ions; in himfelf was all his ftate: 

More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes, when their rich retinue long 
Of horfes led, and grooms befmear’d with gold 
Daz,les the crowd, and lets them all egape. 

Nearer his prefence Adam though not aw’d. 

Yet with fubmifs approach, and reverence meek. 

As to a fuperior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus laid. Native of heaven! ( for other place 
None can than heaven fuch glorious fhape contain) * 
Since by defeending from the Thrones above, 

Thofe happy places thou haft deign'd a while 

To want, and honor thefc, vouchfafe with us 

Two only, who yet by fov’reign gift poffefe 

This fpacious ground, in yonder ftiady bow’r 

To reft ; and what the garden choiceft bears 

To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat 

fie over, and the fun more cod decline. 37* 

Whom thus th’ Angelic Virtue anfwer’d mild. 

Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell. 

At may not oft invite, though fpirits of bcav’n. 

To vifit thee: lead on then where thy bow’r yjj 

O’erfhades; for thefe mid-hours, till ev’riing rife 
I have at will. So to the fylvan Lodge 
They came, that like Pomona’s arbor fmil’d 
With flowrets deck’d, and fragrant fmeils : but Eve 
Undeck’d, lave with her felt more lovely fair 380 

Than Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs feign’d 
Of three, that in mount Ida naked drove, 

Stood t’ entertain her gueft from heav’n: no veil 
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She needed, virtue-proof, no thought infirm 
Alter’d her cheek. On whom the Angel H*U 
Bellow’d, the holy ialutation us’d 
Long after to Weft Mart, fircond Eve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind f whole fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy ions. 

Than with theie various fruits the trees of God 390 
Have heap’d this table. Rais'd of graffy turf 
Their table was, and mofTy feats had round 
And on her ample fquare, from fide to fide. 

All Autumn pil’d, though Spring and Autumn here 
Danc’d hand in hand. A while difeourfe they hold; 

("No fear left dinner cooU when thus begao 3 p 6 

Our author. Heav'nly (banger! pleafe to tafte 

Theie bounties which our nourifher, from whom 

All per fed good, unmeaiur’d out, ddeends 

To us for food, and for delight, hath caus’d 400 

The earth to yield : unfavoury food perhaps 

To ipiritual Natures ; only this 1 know. 

That one Coeleftial Fat be r gives to aft. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
fWhofe praife be ever fung!;) to man, in part 405- 

Spiritual, may of pureft fpirits be found 
* No ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligent**! fuhftances require, 

As doth your rational : and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 4 tv 

Of ienie, whereby they hear, fee, fineft, touch, tafte ; 
Tailing concod, digeft, aiTimilate, 

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was created, needs 

To be fuftain’d and fed : of elements 4 tf 

The grofler feeds the purer y earth the fea; 

' - Earth 
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Earth and the lea feed air ; the air thofe fires 
Ethereal; and as loweft, firft the moon; * 

Whence in her vifage round thole fpots, unpurg’d 
Vapors, not yet into her fublhnce turn’d. 410 

Nor doth the moon no nourilhment exhale 
From her moilt continent, to higher orbs. 

The fun, that light imparts to all, receives 
From all his alimental recompenle, 

In humid exhalations; and at ev’n 41^ 

Sups with the ocean. Though in heav’n the trees 
Of life ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines 
Yield Neftar; though from off the boughs each morn 
We brulh mellifluous dews, and find the ground 
Cover’d with pearly grain: yet God hath here 
Varied his bounty fo with new delights, 

As may compare with heaven ; and to tafie 
Think not I Ihall be nice. — - So down they fat. 

And to their viands fell, nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in mid, ('the common glofs 
Of Theologians) but with keen difpatch 
Of real hunger, and concottive heat 
To tranfubftantiate : what redounds, tranfpires 
Through Ipirits with eafe : nor wonder ; if by fire 
Of footy coal the empiric alchymift 44® 

Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn. 

Metals of drollieft ore to perfect gold. 

As from the Mine. Mean while at table Eve 
M inifter’d naked, and their flowing cups 
With plcafant liquors crown’d. O innocence 44 j 

Deferving Paradile ! if ever, then, 

Then had the Ions of God excule t’ have been 

Enamor’d at that fight : but in thole hearts 

Love unlibidinous reign’d, nor jealoufie 

Was underftood, the injur’d lover’s hell. 4^0 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fuffic'd. 

Not 
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Not burden’d nature, fudden mind arofe 
In Adam, not to let th’ occafion pafs, 

Giv’n him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above this world, and of their being {ff 
Who dwell in heav’n : whofe excellence he law 
Tranfeend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms. 

Divine effulgence ! whofe high pow’r, fo far 

Exceeded human ; and his wary fpeech 

Thus to th’ empyreal minifter he fram’d. 4®® 

Inhabitant with God! now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to man ; 

Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfafd 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte, 

Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 46 / 

As that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
At heav’n’s'bigh fcafts t 1 have fed: yet what compare ? 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply’d. 

O Adam! one Almighty is, from whom 

All things proceed, and up to him return, 47° 

If not deprav’d from good, created all 

Such to perfc&ion, one firft matter all. 

Indu’d with various forms, various degrees 
Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life: 

But more refin’d, more fpiritous, and pure, 47f 

As nearer to him plac’d, or nearer tending. 

Each in their feveral adtive fphears afilgn’d ; 

Till body up to fpirir work, in bounds 
Proportion’d to each kind. So, from the root . 

Springs lighter the green (talk ; from thence, the leaves 
More aery; laft, the bright confummate flow'r 481 
Spirits odorous breathes ; flow’rs, and their fruit, 

(Man’s nourifhment) by gradual fcale fublim’d. 

To vital fpirits afpire, to animal. 
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To inteHc&uali give both life tod fcnfc, > 4#f 

Fancy and underfianding 5 whence the foul 

Reafon receives * and reaion is her being, « . 

Difrourlivc, or intuitive j difcourie 

Is ofteft yours, the latter mod is otir»j 

Differing but in degree, of kind the fame. 490 

Wonder not then, what God for yon law good 

If I refufe not, but convert, as you. 

To proper fubftance. Time may come, when men 
With Angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare : 

And from thefe corporal nutriments, perhaps, 

Your bodies may at lad turn all to fpirit, 

Improv’d by traifik of time » and wingti aficend 
Ethereal, as we ; or may at choice, 

Here, or in hoav’nly Paradifes dwell 1 
Ir it • e found onroiENf, and retain 
Unalterably firm his love entire, ,, 

Whole progeny yon are. Mean while, enjoy 
Your fill what happinefs this happy date 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 





To whom the patriarch of mankind reply’d : 

O favorable fpirit, propitious gued ! 

Well had thou taught the way that might dirc& 
Our knowledge, and the dale of nature let 
From center to circumference* whereon, 

In contemplation of created things, 

By deps we may afeend to God. But fay, 

.What meant that caution join’d, if ye be pound 
Obedient? Can we want obedience then 
To Him, or podibly His love defert 
Who form’d us from the dud, and plac’d us here, 
Full to the utmod mcafure of what blila 
Human defires can feek, or apprehend ? 


!«• 
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To whom the Angel Son of heav’n and earth. 
Attend! That thou art happy, owe to Gob; 

That thou continu’ft fach, owe to thy firlf. 

That is, to thy obediences therein ftand. 

This was that caution giv’n thee s be advis’d. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable s 
And good he made thee ; but to perfcvertt 
He left it in thy pow’r, ordath'd thy will 
By nature free, not over-ruFd by fate 
Inextricablo, or ftri£t neceflky. 

Our voluntary fervice be requires, 

Not our neccditated ; fuch with him 
Finds no acceptance, oar can find $ ftr how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they fcrve 
Willing or no, who will but what they mull 
By deft in y, and can no other cfaufe ? 

My felf and all th’ Angelic Hoft, that ftand 
In fight of Goo m thron'd, our happy ftate 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds s 
On other furety none : freely we fcrve, 

Becaufe we freely loves as m our will 
To love, or not, in this we ftand or fell. 

And fome are fell’n, to difobedience fall'n, 

And fo from heaven to deepeft bells O fall 
From what high ftate of blifs, into what woe! 


n* 




* 3 * 


ns 




To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 

Divine inftrudor ! I have heard, than when 

Cherubic fongs by night from neighb’ring hills 

Aereai malic laid. Nor knew I not 

To be both will and deed created frees 

Yet that we never {hall forget to love fjm 

Our Maker, and obey Him whole command 

Single, is yet io juft, say couftanc thoughts 

Allur'd 
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Affur’d me, and ft ill allure ; though what thou tell’ft 
Hath pa ft in heav’n, fome doubt within me move. 

But more dcfire to hear (if thou content) fff 

The full relation ; which muft needs be ftrange. 

Worthy of facred lilence to be heard : 

And we have yet large day, for fcarce the fun 

Hath finifh’d half his journey, and fcarce begins 

His other half in the great" lone of heav’n. f 6 o 

Thus Adam made requeft, and Raphael 
After fhort paufe aflenting, thus began. 

f 

High matter thou injoin’ft me, O prime of men ! 

Sad task and hard ! For how (hall I relate 

To human fente th’ inviiible exploits y6y 

Of warring fpirits ? How, without remorfe. 

The ruin of lb many, glorious once, 

And perfedtj while they ftood ? how, laft, unfold 
The tecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? Yet for thy good, - , fjo 

This is difpens’d : _ and what lurmounts the reach 
Of human fenfe, I (hall delineate fo, 

By lik’ning fpiritual to corporeal forms. 

As may exprefs them bed: though, what if earth 
Be but the (hadow of heav’n; and things therein 57 jr 

Each t’other like, more than on earth is thought? 

’ ; • ' » . , r u* . * * r* * •: m 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign’d where thete heav’ns now rowl, where earth now 
Upon her centre pois’d ; when on a day [refts 

("For time, though in eternity, apply’d y8o 

To motion, meafures all things durable 
By prelent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As heav’n’s great year brings forth, th’ empyreal hoft 
Of Angels by imperial fummons call’d, 

Innumerable 
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Innumerable before th’ Almighty’s throne y8y 

Forthwith, from all the ends of heav’n, appear’d 
Under their hierarchs in orders bright : 

Ten thou land thoufand enfigns high advanc’d, 

(Standards, and gonfalons 'twixt van and tear) 

Stream in the air, and for diftin&ion ferve fpd 

Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees : 

Or in their glittering tiflues bear irablaz’d 

Holy memorials, a&s of zeal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpreflible they flood, ypf 

Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, 

By whom in blifs imbofom’d fat the Son, 

Amidft (as from a flaming mount, whofe top * 
Brightnefs had made invisible) thus fpake. • 

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light, 606 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow’rs! 
Hear my decree, which unrevok’d fhall fland. 

This day I have begot whom I declare 

My only Son, and on this holy hill 

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 6oj 

At my right hand ; your Head I Him appoint : 

And by My Self have fworn to Him (ball bow 
All knees in heav’n, and fhall confefs him Lord. 

Under his great Vice-gerent reign abide 

United, as one individual foul, 610 

For ever happy : Him who difobeys. 

Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day 
Cart out from God, and blefled vifion, falls 
Into utter darknefs, deep ingulf’d, his place 
Ordain’d without redemption, without end. 

So fpake th’ Omnipotent, and wih his words 
All feem’d well pleas’d,: .all fecro’d, fcat were not all. 

That 
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That day, as other folemn days, they fpent 
In fong and dance about the (acred hill * 

Myftical dance, (which yonder ftarry Ip hear (is 

Of Planets and of fix’d in ail her wheels 
Refeinbles neared, mazes intricate, 

Eccentric, intervolv’d, yet regular 

Then mod, when mod irregular they feem,) 

And in their motions harmony divine 6if 

So fmooths her charming tones, that God’s own ear 
Li dens delighted. Ev’ning now approach’d 
(For we have alfb our ev’ning and our room, 

We ours for change deledlable, not need) 

Forthwith from dance to fweet repall they turn 
Defirous : all in circles as they flood. 

Tables are fet, and on a ludden pil’d 
With Angels food, and rubied Ne£lar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and maffy gold. 

Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of beav’n! 6$f 
On flow’rs repos'd, and with ffefh flowrets crown’d. 
They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaff immortality and joy, (fccure 
Of furfeit, where full meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th’ all-bounteous King, who (howr’d 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641 

Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhal’d 
From that high mount of p o d, whence light and fhade 
Spring both, the face of bnghteft heav’n had chang’d 
To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 64 f 

In darker veil) and rotate dews difpos’d 
All but th’ unlleeping eyes of God to red ; 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globofe earth in plain out-fpread, 

(Such are the courts of God!) th’ Angelic throng 6fo 
Difperft in bands and files, their camp extend 
By living dreams among the trees of life, 


Pavilions 
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Pavilions numberlcfs, and fuddcn rear’d, 

•Coeleilial tabernacles, where they fkpt 
Fann’d with cool winds i lave thole who in their courft 
Melodious hymns, about the favYetgn throne, ' 6 f 4 

Alternate til night long. But not io wak’d 
Satan, (lo call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in heaven) He of the firft. 

If not the firft Arch-Angel, great in pow’r, 64 * 

In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 

With envy again it the Son of Gob, that da f 

Honor’d by his great Faybek, and proclaim’d 

Messiah, King anointed, could not bear 

Thro’ pride that fight, and thought himfelf impair’d. 665 

Deep malice thence conceiving and difthin, 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour, 

Friendlieft to fleep and iiience, he relohr’d 
With all his legions to diflodge, and haw 
Unworfhip’d, uoobeyld the throne fupreme, dye 

Contemptuous, and his next lubordinate 
Awak’ning, thus to him in liecact fpake. 

* t • * ' 

Sleep’ft thou, companion dear! what fleep can dole 
Thy eye- lids, and remember’ft what decree 
Of yefterday, fo late hath pad the tips f 

Of heaven’s Almighty} Thou to me thy thooghta 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont t’ impart : 

Both waking we were one , how then can now 
Thy fleep diflent ) New laws thou feeft impos’d : 

New laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
la us who fare; new counlcls ■, to debate 681 

What doubtful may enfue : more in this place 
To utter is not late. Aflemble thou 
Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief: 

Tell them that by command, e’er yet dim night dl; 
Her lhadawy cloud withdraws, 1 am to hafte 


Digitized by Google 



144 Paradise Lost. BookV. 


('And all who under me their banners wave) 

Homeward, with flying march, where we pofiefs • 

The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King, ■ 69# 

The great Messiah, and his new commands) v 
Who fpeedily through all the Hierarchies 
Intends to pals triumphant, and give laws. 


So fpake the falfe Arch-Angel, and infus’d 
Bad influence into th’ unwary breaft 699 

Of his aflotiatc: he together calls, 

Or feveral one by one, the regent Pow’rs, 

(Under him regent) tells, as he was taught, 

That the Moft High commanding, now e’er night, 

Now e’er dim night had dilincumber’d hcav’n, 700 
The great hierarchal flandard was to move: 

Tells the fuggelted caufe, and calls between 

Ambiguous words, and jealouflcs, to found 

Or taint integrity : but all obey’d 

The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice - 

Of their great Potentate} (for gteat indeed 

His name, and high was his degree in heav’n) 

His count ’nance, as the morning liar that guides 

The ftarry flock, allur’d them } and with lies 

Drew after him the third part of hcav’n’s holt. 71# 


Mean-while th’ Eternal Eye, whole fight difcems 
Abftrufeft thoughts, from forth His holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly before Him, faw without their light 
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, how fpread 
Among the Sons of Morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppole His high decree} 

And fmiling to His only Son thus faid, 

' V-V; _ f 


Son, 
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Son, Thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendence, Heir of all My might! 
Nearly it now concerns Us to be fure 
Of our Omnipotence j and with what arms 
We mean to hold what antiently We claim 
Of Deity or empire: fuch a foe 
Is riling, who intends t’ eredt his throne 
Equal to Ours, throughout the fpacious north: 
Nor fb content, hath in his thought to try 
In battel, what our pow’r is, or our right. 

Let Us advile, and to this hazard draw 
With (peed what force is left, and all employ 
In our defenfe, left unawares we lole 
This our high place, our fandtuary, our hill. 


•*45 

710 


7 *? 


73° 


To whom the S o n with calm alpedt, and clear, 
(Light’ning divine, ineffable, ferene! ) 

Made anfwer. Mighty Father, Thou Thy foes 73^ 

Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure 

Laugh’d at their vain defigns, and tumults vaia : 

Matter to Me of glory, whom their hate 

Uluftrates, when they fee all regal pow’r 

Giv’n Me to quell their pride ; and ia event 740 

Know whether I be dextrous to fubdue 

Thy rebels, or be found the word in heav’n. 


So fpake the S o n : but S a t a n with his Pow’rs 
Far was advanc’d on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable as the ftars of night. 

Or (ftars of morning) dew-drops, which the fun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flow’r. 

Regions they pafs’d, and mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, 

In their triple degrees ; (Regions to which 
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 


74f 


If* 

Than 


H 
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Than what this garden is to all the earth, 

And all the feaj from one entire globofe 
Stretch’d into longitude) which having pafs’d. 

At length into the limits of the north 777 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 

High on a hill, far blazing (as a mount 

Rais’d on a mount) with pyramids, and tow’rs 

From diamond quarries hew’n, and rocks of gold, 

The Pahct of great Lucifer; (fo call 7 6® 

That ftrudture in the dialedt of men 
Interpreted) which not long after he. 

Affecting all equality with God, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 

M e s s 1 a h was declar’d in fight of heav’n, 767 

The Mountain of the Congregation call’d : 

For thither he aflcmbled all his train, 

Pretending fo commanded, to confult 
About the great reception of their King, 

Thither to come; and with calumnious art 77® 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

0 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow’rs ! 

If thefc magnific titles yet remain 

Not merely titular ! fince by decree 

Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs’d 777 

All pow’r, and us eclips’d under the name 

Of King anointed ; for whom all this hafle 

Of midnight- march, and hurry’d meeting here. 

This only to confult, how we may beft 

With what may be devis’d of honors new 780 

Receive him, coming to receive from us 

Knee-tribute yet unpaid, probation vile! 

Too much to one ! but double how indur’d. 

To one, and to his image now proclaim’d ? 

Bat what if better counfels might eredt 787 

Our 
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Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yoke? 

Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend 
The fupple knee? Ye will not, if I truft 
To know ye right 5 or if ye know your ielves 
Natives and fons of hcav’n, poffeft before 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 

Equally free : for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well confift. 

Who can in reafon then, or right, aflume 
Monarchy over fuch as live by right 
His equals, if in pow’r and fplendor left. 

In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edi& on us, who without law 
Err not, much lefs for This to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration, to th’ abufe 
Of thofe Imperial Titles which afiert 
-Our being ordain’d to govern, not to ferve? 

Thus far his bold difeourfe without controhl 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim, 
Abdul, (than whom none with more zeal ador’d 
The Deity, and divine commands obey’d) 

Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere, 

The current of his fury thus oppos’d. 

O argument blaiphemous, falfe and proud! 

Words which no ear ever to hear in heav’n 
Expected, leaft of all from Thee, ingrate! 

In place thy left" fo high above thy peers. 

Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of G o d, pronounc’d and fworn ; 
That to His only Son, by right indu’d 
With regal feeptre, every foul in heav’n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful King? Unjuft, thou fay ’ft, 

H z 
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Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free, 

And equal over equals to let reign, 810 

One over all with unliicceeded pow’r — - 

Shalt Thou give law to God? fhalt Thou difpute 

With Him the points of liberty, who made 

Thee what Thou art? and form’d the Pow’rsof heav’n 

Such as He pleas’d, and circumlcrib’d their Being ? 8if 

Yet, by experience taught, wc know how gcod. 

And of our good, and of our dignity 

How provident He is ; how far from thought 

To make us lefs; bent rather to exalt 

Our happy ftate, under one Head more near 830 

United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 

That equal over equals monarch reign : 

Thy felf (though great and glorious) doft thou count, 

Or all Angelic Nature join’d in one, 

Equal to Him begotten Son ? By whom, 837 

As by his Wor d, the mighty Father made 
All things, ev’n Thee, and all the fpirits of heav’n, 

By Him created in their bright degrees} 

Crown’d them with glory, and to their glory nam’d 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow’rs, 
Efiential Pow’rs ! nor by his reign obfeur’d, 

But more illuftrious made, fince He the Head 
One of our number thus reduc’d becomes; 

His laws our laws, all honor to Him done 
Returns our own. Ceale then this impious rage, 

And tempt not thefe; but haften to appeale 
Th’ incenfed Father, and th’ incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found, in time belbught. 

So fpake the fervent Angel: but his zeal 
None feconded, as out of feafon judg’d, 

Or lingular and rafh : whereat rejoic’d 
Th’ apoftate, and more haughty thus reply’d; 
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That we were form’d then, (ay’ft thou? and the work 
Of fecondary hands, by task transfer’d 85-4. 

From Father to His Son? Strange point and new! 
Dodtrine which we would know whence learn’d : who 
When this creation was? Remember ’ll Thou [law 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee Being ? 

We know no time when We were not as now-, 

Know none before us ; felf-begot, felf-rais’d 85 o 

By our own quick’ning pov/r, when fatal courfc 
Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 
Of this our native heav’n, ethereal fons. 

Our puiflance is our own, our own right hand 

Shall teach us higheft deeds, by proof to try 85 y 

Who is our equal: then! thou (halt behold 

Whether by fupplication we intend 

Add refs, and to begird th’ Almighty throne 

Befcechine or bringing. This report, 

Thele ridings, carry to th’ anointed King j 2 7* 

And fly, e’er evil intercept thy flight ! 


He (aid, and, as the found- of waters [deep, 

Hoarfe murmur echo’d to his words applaule, 

Through the infinite hod : nor lefs for that 

The flaming Seraph fearlcfi, though alone 87/ 

Incompafs’d round with foes, thus anfvver’d bold. 


O alienate from Go.d, O fpirit accurft, 

Forfaken of all good ! I fee thy fall 
Determin’d, and thy haplefs crew involv’d 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread 880 

Both of thy crime and pqnifliment. Henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God’s Messiah: thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouch&Pd ; other decrees 
Againft thee are gone forth without recall, 88 y 

/ H 3 That 
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That golden feeptre which thou didft rejeft, 

Is now an iron rod, to bruift and break 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advife* 

Yet not for thy advice, or threats, I fly 

Theft wicked tents devoted ; left the wrath 89* 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 

Diftinguifh not : for foon expefl to feel 

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire ! 

Then who created thee lamenting lea^i, 

When who can uncreate thee thou fhalt know. 897 


So fpake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only He : 

Among innumerable falft, unmov’d, 

Unfliaken, unfeduc’d, unterrify’d, 

His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal : 900 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though Angle. From amidft them forth he pafs’d. 

Long way through hoftile fcorn, which he fuftain’d 
Superior, nor of violence fear’d ought : 90^ 

And, with retorted fcorn, his back he turn’d 
On thofe proud tow’rs, to fwift deftru&ion doom’d. 

• . ' 

The end of the Fifth Book . 

• * i 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Raphael continues to relate how Michfeel and Gabriel were 
fent forth to battel againft Satan and his Angels. The 
firft fight defcrib'd: Satan and his Powers retire under 
night : he calls a council , invents devilifh engines, which 
in the fetond day's fight put Michael and his Angels to 
form diforder j but they at length pulling up mountains 
overwhelm^ both the force and machines of Satan ■: yet 
the tumult not fo ending, God m the third day fends 
Messiah his Son, for whom he had refervd the glory ^ 
of that victory ; He in the power of his Father com- 
ing to the place, and caufing all his legions to fland fiitt 
on either fide, with his chariot and thunder driving into 
the midft of his enemies, perfues them, unable to refifi , 
towards the wall of heav’n i which opening, they Hop 
down with horror and confufion into the place of punifh- 
went prepared for them in the Deep: Messiah returns 
with triumph to His Father. 
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-.L night the dreadlefs Angel, unperfu’d, 
Thro’ heav’n’s wide champain held his 
way, till Morn, 

Wak’d by the circling Hours, with rofy 
hand 

Unbarr’d the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, fall by His throne, y 

Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diflodge by turns, which makes thro* heav’n 
Grateful viciflitude, like day and night: 

Light ifTues forth, and at the other door 
Obfequious darkneis enters, till her hour io 

To veil the heav’n, ('tho’ darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here,) and now went forth the Morn, 

Such as in highe.l heav’n, array’d in gold 
Empyreal ; from before her vanifli’d night. 

Shot thro’ with orient beams: when all the plain i>- 

H y Cover’d 
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Cover’d with thick imbattled fquadrons bright. 

Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery fteeds, 

Reflecting blaze on blaze, firft met his view. 

War he perceiv’d, war in procinCt, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought a* 
To have reported: gladly then he mix’d 
Among thofe friendly Pow’rs, who him receiv’d 
With joy and acclamations loud, that One, 

That of fo many myriads fall’n, yet One 
Return’d, not loft. On to the facred hill iy 

They led him high applauded, and prefent 
Before the feat fupreme ; from whence a voice, 

From midft a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done! well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who Angle haft, maintain’d 
'Againft revolted multitudes the caufe 
Of truth, in word mightier than -they in arms: 

And for the teftimony of truth haft born 

Univerfal reproach ; far worfe to bear 

Than violence: for this was all thy care, 35- 

To ftand approv’d in fight df God, tho’ worlds 

Judg’d thee perverfe. The eafier conqueft now 

Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends, 

Back on thy foes more glorious to return, 

Than fcorn’d thou didft depart ; and to fubdue 40 

By force, who reafon for their law refufe, 

Right reafon for their law; and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 

Go, Michael, of cceleftial armies Prince, 

And thou, in military prowefs next, 4y 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel thefe my fons 
Invincible; lead forth my armed Saints, 

By thoufends and by millions rang’d for fight; 

Equal in number to that Godlefs crew, 

Rebellious : 
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Rebellious : them with fire, and hoftile arms, ft 

Fearlefs aflault j and to the brow of heav’n 
Perfuing, drive them out from God, and blifi. 

Into their place of punifhment, the gulph 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 

His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 77 

So Jtpake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and fmoke to rowl 
In dusky wreathes, relu&ant flames, the fign 
Of wrath awak’d. Nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high ’gan blow : 60 

At which command, the Powers militant 
That flood for heav’n, ('in mighty quadrate join’d 
Of union irrefiftiblej mov’d on 
In filence their bright legions, to the found 
Of inftrumental harmony, that breath’d 6y 

Heroic ardor to advent’rous deeds, 

Under their God-like Leaders, in the caufe 
Of God and his Messiah. On they move 
Indifiolubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 

Nor ftreit’ning vale, nor wood, nor flream divides 7© 
Their perfedt ranks j for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the paflive air up-bore 
Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing. 

Came fummon’d over Eden, to receive 77 

Their names of thee : Co, over many a trail 
Of heav’n they march’d, and many a province wide. 
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At lafl, 

Far in th’ horizon to the north appear’d 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, ftretch’d 8» 

In battailous afpedt, and nearer view 

Briftled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid fpears, and helmets throng’d, and fliiclds 

» Various^ 
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Various, with boaftful argument portraid, 

The banded Pow’rs of Satan, hading on 8>f 

With furious expedition : for they ween’d 

That (elf-fame day by fight, or by furprize 

To win the mount of God* and on His throne 

To fet the envier of His (late, the proud 

Afpircr ; but their thoughts prov’d fond and vain £• 

In the mid-way. Though ftrange to us it feera’d 

At firft, that Angel (hould with Angei war, 

And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in feftivals of joy, and love 

Unanimous, as fons of one Great Sire, 9^ 

Hymning th’ Eternal Father: but the (hout 

Of battel now began, and rufliing found 

Of on-fet ended foon each milder thought. 

High in the midft, exalted as a God, 

Th' apoftate in his -fun- bright chariot (at, io* 

Idol of majefty divine ! inclos’d 

With flaming Cherubim, and golden fhields : 

Then, lighted from his gorgeous throne, (for now 
’Twixt hoft and hod but narrow fpace was left, 

A dreadful interval ! and front to front ioj 

Prefented flood in terrible array, 

Of hideous length) before the cloudy van, 

On the rough edge of battel e’er it join’d, 

Satan, with vaft and haughty ftrides advanc’d. 

Came tow’riqg, arm’d in adamant and gold : 1 i* 

Abdiel that fight indur’d not, where he flood 
Among the mightieft, bent on higheft deeds ; 

And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O heav’n! that fuch refcmblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 11 f 

Remain not : wherefore (hould not ftrength and might 
There fail, where virtue fails; or weakeft prove 
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Where boldpft ? Though to fight unconquerable. 

His puiflance (trufting in th’ Almighty's aid *) 

I mean to try ; whofe reason I have try’d i;g 

Un found, and falfe : nor is it ought but juft. 

That he who in debate of truth hath won, 

Should win in arms; in both difputes alike 
Viftor : though bruti/h that conteft and foul, 

When reafon hath to deal with forces yet fo iay 

Moft reafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed Peers 
Forth-ftepping oppofite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens’d, and thus fecurely him defy’d* 130 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reach’d 
The height of thy afpiring unoppos’d, 

The Throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandon’d at the terror of thy pow’r, 

Or potent tongue : fool ! not to think how vain 1 3/ 
Againft th’ Omnipotent to rife in arms : 

Who, out of fmalieft things, could without end 
Have rais’d inceflant armies to defeat 
Thy folly > or with folitary hand, 

Reaching beyond ail limit at one blow, 149 

Unaided could have finifh’d thee, and whelm’d 

Thy legions under darknefs : but thou feed 

All are not of thy train ; there be who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee npt viable, when I alone 14/ 

Seem’d its thy world erroneous to diflent 

From all : my Se£t thou feeft ; now learn too late 

How few fometimes may know, when thoufands err. 

Whom the grand foe, with feornful eye askance, 

Thus anfwer’J. Ill for thee, but in wiih’d hour i$° 

For 
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For my revenge, firft fought for thou return'd 
From flight, feditious Angel! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft allay 
Of this right hand provok’d, lince firft that tongue, 
Infpir’d with contradi&ion, durft oppofe 
A third part of rhe Gods, in fynod met 
Their Deities t’ aflert : who while they feel 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com’ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
’ From me fome plume; that thy fuccefs may fhow 
Deftrudtion to the reft : this paufe between, 

('Unanfwer’d left t^iou boaftj to let thee know. 

At firft I thought that liberty, and heav’n, 

To heav’nly fouls had been all one ; but now 
I fee that moft through floth had rather ferve, 

Miniftring fpirits, train’d up in feaft and fong! 

Such haft thou arm’d, the minftrelfy of heav’n, 

Servility with freedom to contend, 

As both their deeds compar’d this day fhall prove. 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel ftcrn reply ’d. 
Apoftate, ftill thou err’ft, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote; 

TJnjuftly thou deprav’ft it with the name 
Of Servitude, to ferve whom God ordains, 17^ 

Or Nature; God and Nature bid the fame. 

When he who rules is worthieft, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is fevitude, 

To ferve th’ unwife, or him who hath rebell’d 
Againft his worthier, as Thine now ferve Thee, 180 
Thy felf not free, but to thy felf inthrall’d ; 

Yet leudly dar’ft our miniftring upbraid. 

Reign thou in hell thy kingdom, let me ferve 
In hsav’n God ever bleft, and his divine 
Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey’d ! 

Yet 

I 
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Yet chains in hell, not realms expert : mean while 
From me return’d, as erft thou faidft, from flight. 

This greeting on thy impious creft receive. 

So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high, 

Which hung nor, but fb fwift with tempeft fell 19* 
On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight, 

Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his fhicld 
Sueh ruin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoil’d ; the tenth, on bended knee. 

His mafly fpear upftaid : as if on earth. 19P ■. 

Winds under ground, or waters, forcing way. 

Sidelong had pufh’d a mountain from his feat, 

Half-funk with all his Pines. Amazement feis’d 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to fee 
Thus foil’d their Mighticft: ours joy fill’d, and fhout, 100 
Prefage of victory and fierce defirc 
Of battel: whereat Michael bid found 
Th’ Arch-Angel trumpet ; through the Vaft of heav’n 
It founded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hofanna to the Higheft : nor flood at gaze 
The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous join’d 
The horrid fhock. Now ftorming fury rofe. 

And clamor, fuch as heard in heav’n till now 
Was never ; arras on armor clafhing bray’d 
Horrible difeord, and the madding wheels 
Of brazen chariots rag’d : dire was the noifc 
Of conflict ! over head the difmal hifs 
Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew; 

And flying, vaulted either hoft with fire. 

So under fiery Cope together rufh’d 
Both Battels main, with ruinous -aflault 
And inextinguifhable rage : all heav’n 
Refounded ; and had earth been then, all earth 
Had to her centre (hook. What wonder? when 
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Millions of fierce encountring Angels Fought n* 

On either fide, the leift of whom could wield 

Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions : how much more of pow’r 

Army againft army, numberlefs, to raiie 

Dreadful combuftion waning, and difturb, ziy 

Though not deftroy, their happy native feat ! 

Had not th’ Eternal King Omnipotent, 

From his ftrong hold of heav’n, high over-rul’d 
And limited their might : though number’d fuch, 

As each divided legion might have feem’d 13a 

A numerous hoft; in ftrength, each armed hand, 

A legion i led in fight, yet leader feem’d 
Each warrior ; fingle, as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or Hand, or turn the fway 
Of battle, open when, and when to clofe ajy 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight, 

None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argu’d fear : each on himfelf rely’d, 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Of vi&ory. Deeds of eternal fame 240 

Were done, but infinite; for wide was fpread 

That war, and various: fometimes on firm ground 

A Handing fight ; then, foaring on main wing, 

Tormented all the air ; all air feem’d then 

Confli&ing fire. Long time in even fcale 24/ 

The battle hung ; till Satan, (who that day 

Prodigious pow’r had fhewn, and met in arms 

No equal) ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confus’d, at length 

Saw where the fword of Michael fmote, and fell’d 

Squadrons at once; with huge two-handed fway iji 

Brandilh’d aloft, the horrid edge came down 

Wide- wafting ! fuch deftru&ion to withftand 

He hailed, and oppos’d the rocky 01 b 
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Of ten-fold adamant, his ample fhield, a jf 

A vaft circumference! At his approach 
The great Arch- Angel from his warlike toil 
Surceas’d ; and glad, as hoping here to end 
Inteftine war in heav’n, th’ arch-foe fubdu’d. 

Or captive drag’d is chains, with hoftile frown, ifm 
And vifage all inflam’d, fitft thus began. 

Author of evil! unknown till thy revolt, 

Unnam’d in heav’n, now plenteous, (as thou fceft) 

Thefe a<fts of hateful flrife; hateful to all. 

Though heavieft (by juft meafure) on thy felf, 

And thy adherents : how haft thou difturb’d 

Heav’n’s blefled peace, and into nature brought 

Mifery, uncreated till the crime 

Of thy rebellion ! how haft thou inftill'd m 

Thy malice into thoufands, once upright 47*' 

And faithful, now prav'd fahe ! But think not here 

To .trouble holy reft; heav’n cafts thee out 

From all her eonfytestheav’n, the feat of blifs, . 

Brooks not the works: ojf violence and war. 

Hence then! and Evil go with thee along, ijf 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell; 

Thou and thy wicked crew! there mingle boils j 
E’er this avenging fword begin, thy doom, 

Or fome more fudden vengeance, wing’d from Gon, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain. a&ft 

So fpake the Prince of Angels: to whom thus 
The Adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe, whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou turn’d the lcaft of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife a 8 y 

Uxivanquifh’d, rafier to tranfaft with me,. 

That thou Ihouldft hope,, imperious! and with. threats 

To 
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To chafe me hence ? Err not that fo fhall end 

The ftrife which thou call’ft evil, but we ftyle 

The ftrife of glory : which we mean to win apo 

Or turn this heav’n it felf into the hell 

Thou fableft 5 here however to dwell free, 

IF not to reign : mean while thy utmoft force 
(And join Him nam’d Almighty to thy aid,) 

I fly not} but have fought thee far and nigh. 195- 

They ended parle, and both addreft for fight 
Unfpeakable : for who, though with th: tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to fuch height 30* 

Of Godlike pow’r ? For likeft Gods they feem’d, 

Stood they or mov’d, in ftature, motion, arms, 

Fit to decide the empire of great heav’n. 

Now wav’d their fiery fwords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles } two broad funs their fhields 30^ 
Blaz’d oppofite, while expeftation flood 
In horror ; from each hand with fpeed retir’d. 

Where erft was thickeft fight, th’ angelic throng 3 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion: fiich as (to fet forth 310 

Great things by fmallj if nature’s concord broke. 

Among the conftellations war were fprung. 

Two planets rufhing from afpedl malign 
Of fierceft oppofition, in mid-sky, 

Should combat, and their jarring fphears confound. 3 17 
Together both, with next t’ Almighty arm 
Up-lifted imminent, one ftroke they aim’d 
That might determine, and not need repeat, 

(As not of pow’r, at once) nor odds appear’d 
In might or fwift prevention : but the fword 310 

©f Michael from the armory of God 
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Was giv’n him temper’d fo, that neither keeH 

Nor folid might refift that edge : it met 

The fword of Satan, with deep force to finite 

Defending, and in half cut fheer; nor ftaid, 31? 

But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep entring fhar’d 

All his right fide; then Satan firft knew pain. 

And writh’d him to and fro convolv’d ; fo fore 
The griding fword with difeontinuous wound 
Pafs’d thro’ him : but th’ ethereal fubftancc clos’d, 330 
Not long divifible; and from the gall) 

A ftream of ne&arous humor ifluing flow’d, 

Sanguin (fuch as cceleftial fpirits may bleed,) 

And all his armor ftain’d, e’er while fo bright. 

Forthwith on all lides to his aid was run 335" 

By Angels many and flrong, who interpos’d 
Defenfe; while others bore him on their fhiclds 
Back to his chariot ; where it flood retir’d 
From off the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnafhing for anguifh, and defpite, and fhame. 

To find himfelf not mat chiefs, and his pride 
Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in pow’r. 

Yet foon he heal’d ; for fpirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, (not, as frail man, 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins) 

Cannot but by annihilating die : 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air: 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 3 J® 

All intellect, all fenfe ; and as 'they pleafe, 

They limb themfelves, and color, fliape and fize 
AfTume, as likes them beft, condenfe or rare. 



Mean while in other parts like deeds deferv’d 
Memorial, where the might of Gas riel fought, jjr£ 

And 
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And with fierce enfigns pierc’d the deep array 
Of Moloc, furious King! who him defy’d, 

And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten’d, nor from the Holy One of heav’n 
Refrain’d his tongue blafphemous; but anon 
Down cloven to the wafte, with flutter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe 
("Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm’d) 
Vanquifh’d, Adramelec, and Asmadai, 

Two potent Thrones ! that to be lefs than Gods 
Difdain’d ; but meaner thoughts learn’d in their flight. 
Mangl’d with gaftly wounds thro’ plate and mail. 

Nor flood unmindful Abdiel, to annoy 
The atheift-crew, but with redoubl’d blow 37O 

Ariel, and Arioc, and the violence 
Of Rami el fcorch’d and blaftcd overthrew. 
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And now, their mightieft quell’d, the battel fwerv’d. 
With many an inrode gor’d; deformed rout 
Eater ’d, and foul disorder; all the ground 

With 


I might relate of thoufands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but thofe eledl 
Angels, contented with their fame in heav’n. 
Seek not the praife of men : the other fort, 

In might though wondrous, and in a6ts of war, 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
Cancel’d from heav'n and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 

For ftrength from truth divided, and from juft, 
Illaudable, nought merits but, difpraife 
And ignominy; yet to glory afpires, 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy fecks fame : 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom ! 
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With (hiver M armor ftrown, and on a heap 

Chariot and charioteer lay overturn’d, 390 

And fiery foaming fteeds: what Good, recoil’d 

O’er- wearied, thro’ the faint Satanic hoft 

Defenlive fcarce, or with pale fear furpriz’d ; 

Then firft with fear furpriz’d, and fenfe of pain. 

Fled ignominious ; to fuch evil brought 399 

By fin of difobedience ; till that hour. 

Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 

Far otherwifc th’ inviolable Saints, 

In cubic phalanx firm, advanc’d entire, 

Invulnerable, impenetrably arm’d : 409 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes, not to have finn’d. 

Not to have difobey’d ! in fight they flood 

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain’d 

By wound, tho’ from their place by violence mov’d. 405* 

Now night her courfe began, and over heav’n 
Inducing darknefi, grateful truce impos’d, 

And filence, on the odious din of war : 

Under her cloudy covert both retir’d, 

Vittor and vanquifli’d. On the foughten field, 410 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac’d in guard their watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires : on th’ other part, 

Satan with his rebellious diiappear’d. 

Far in the dark diflodg'd ; and void of reft, 419 

His Potentates to council call’d by night; 

And in the midft thus undifmay’d began. 

O now in danger try’d, now known in arms 
Not to be overpower’d, companions dear ! 

Found worthy not of liberty alone, 410 

(Too mean pretenfe) but what we mere affedh 

Honor, 
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Honor, dominion, glory, and renown; 

Who have fultain’d one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days V . 

What heav’n’s Lord hath powerfuilell to fend 415- 

Again!! us from about his throne, and judg’d 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will. 

But proves not lo! then fallible, it feems. 

Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omnifcient thought. True is, lefs firmly arm’d, 43* 
Some difadvantagc we indur’d, and pain, 

Till now not known, but known as foon contemn’d } 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperifliable; and though pierc’d with wound, 43 f 
Soon cloftng, and by native vigor heal’d. 

Of evil then fo (mail, as ealie think 
The remedy : perhaps more valid arms, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 

May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes, 

Or equal what between us made the odds. 

In nature none : if other hidden caufe 
Left them fuperior, while we can preferve 
Unhurt our minds, and underftanding found, 

Due learch and confultation will difclofe. 

He fat; and in th’ afiembly next upftood 
N is roc, of Principalities the prime; 

As one .he (food efcap’d from cruel fight, 

Sore toil’d, his riven arms to havoc hewn ; 

And cloudy in afped! thus anfwering fpake. 

Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right, as Gods!'- yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find, 

Again!! unequal arms to fight in pain, 
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Againft unpain’d, impaflive; from which evil 
Ruin mult needs enfue : for what avails 
Valor or frrength, tho’ mat chiefs, quell’d with pain 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of mightieft? Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine. 

But live content, which is the calmeft life: 

But pain is perfect mifery, the worft 
Of evils, and exceflive, overturns 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 
Our yet-unwounded enemies, or arm 
Our felves with like defence, to me defer ves 
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look compos’d Satan reply’d. 

Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Believ’ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 

Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
Of this cthereous mould, whereon we Hand; 

This continent of fpatious heav’n, adorn’d 

With plant, fruit, Aow’r ambrolial, gems, and gold; 477 

Whofe eye lo fuperficially furveys 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 

Deep under ground ; materials dark and crude. 

Of fpiritous and fiery fpume, till touch’d 

With hcav’ns ray, and temper’d they fhoot forth 480 

So beauteous, op’ning to the ambient light ? 

Thefe, in their dark nativity, the Deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame : 

Which into hollow engins, iong and round, 
Thick-ramm’d, at th’ other bore with touch of fire 487 
Dilated, and infuriate, (hall lend forth 
From far, with thund’ring noife, among our foes 
Such implements of mifehief, as (hall dafh 
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To pieces, and o’erwhelm whatever (lands 
Adverfe: that they (hall fear we have difarm’d 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long (hall be our labor ; yet e’er dawn, 

Effe& (hall end our wi(h. Mean while revive; 

Abandon fear; to llrcngrh and counlel join’d 
Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpair’d. 

He ended, and his words their drooping chear 
Inlighten’d, and their languifli’d hope reviv’d. 

Th’ invention all admir’d, and each, how he 
To be th’ inventor mifs’d, fo ea(y it feem’d 
Once found, which yet unfound mod would have thought 
Impoflible. Yet haply of thy race 
In future days (if malice (hould abound.) 

Some one intent on miichief, or infpir'd 
With dev'lifh machination, might devife 
Like inftrument, to plague the Tons of men jog 

For (in, on war and mutual (laughter bent. 

Forthwith from Council to the work they flew, 

None arguing flood: innumerable, hands 

Were ready; in a moment up they turn’d 

Wide the cceleflial foil, and faw beneath fie 

Th’ originals of nature in their crude 

Conception ; (ulphurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled, and with fubtile art, 

Concofted and adufted they reduc’d 

To blacked grain, and into (lore convey’d. yrf 

Part, hidden veins digg’d up (’nor hath this earth 

Entrails unlike) of mineral and (lone; 

Whereof to found their engins, and their balls 
Of miflive ruin: part, incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. f iq 

So all e’er day-fpring, under confcious night. 

Secret they finifh’d, and in order let. 

With filent circumfpedtion unelpy’d. 
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Now when fair morn orient in heav’n appear’d, 

Up rofe the victor Angels, and to arms fip 

The matin trumpet lung : in arms they flood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent hoft ! 

Soon banded : others from the dawning hills 
Look’d round, and fcouts each coaft light-armed fcour 


Each quarter, to defery the diftant foe, 

Where lodg’d, or whither fled, or if for fight 
In motion or in halt : him fbon they met 
Under fpread enfigns moving nigh, in flow 
But firm battalion: back with fpeedieft fail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, 
Came flying, and in mid-air aloud thus cry’d. 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight! the foe at hand, 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long perfuit 
This day; fear not his flight; fo thick a cloud 
He comes, and fettled in his face I fee 
Sad refblution, and fecure. Let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit weli his helm, gripe fall his orbed fliield. 

Born ev’n or high; for this day will pour down, 
t If I conjecture * ought, no drilling fhow’r. 

But ratling ftorm of arrows barb’d with fire. 

So warn’d he them, aware themfelves; and foon 
In order, quit of all impediment, 

Inftant v/ithout difturb they took alarm, 

And onward move embattell’d : when behold ! 

Not diftant far with heavy pace the Foe 
Approaching grofs and huge; in hollow cube 
Training his devilifh enginry, impal’d 
On every fide with fhadowing fquadrons deep. 

To hide the fraud. At interview both flood 
A- while; but fuddcnly at head appear’d 
Satan; and thus was heard commanding loud. 

I 

* Ptrhapt it fbthld tt f right. 
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Vanguard to right and left the Front unfold; 
That all may fee who hate us, how we leek 
Peace and compofure, and with open breaft 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverfe ; 

But that I doubt : however witnefs heav’n! 
Heav’n witnels thou anon! while we difehargo 
Freely our part: ye who appointed Hand, 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 
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So fcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the Front 
Divided, and to either Flank retir’d : 

Which to our eyes diicover’d, new and Grange ! 

A triple mounted row of pillars, laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars mod they Icetn’d, 

Or hollow’d bodies made of oak, or fir, 

With branches lop’d, in wood; or mountain fell’d) 
Brafs, iron, flony mold; had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gap’d on us wide. 

Portending hollow truce: at each behind 
A Seraph flood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tip'd with fire; while we lulpenfek 
Coliedtcd flood within our thoughts amus’d: 

Nor long! for fudden all at once their reeds ■ 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply’d 
With nice If touch; immediate in a flame, 

(But loon obfeur’d with fmoke) all heav’n appear’d, 
From thole deep-throated engrnS belch’d, whole roar 
Embowel’d with outragious noife the air. 

And all her entrails tore; difgorging foul 
Their deviiifh glut, chain’d thunderbolts, and hail 
Of iron globes, which on the vi&or haft 
Level’d, with fucb impetuous fury fmotc. 
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That whom they hit, oone on their feet might (land. 
Though (landing elfe as rocks* but down they fell 
By thoufands, Angel on Arch-Angel rowl’d; 

The fooner for their arms* (unarm’d they might jy; 
Have eafily, as fpirits, evaded fwift 
By quick contraction or remove:,) but now 
Foul diffipation follow’d, and forc’d rout* 

Nor ferv’d it to relax their ferried files : 

What (hould they d6 ? if on they rufh’d, repulfe 6 c* 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doubl’d, would render them yet more defpis’d. 

And to their foes a laughter : for in view. 

Stood rank’d of Seraphim another row. 

In pofture to difplode their fecond Tire tfo/ 

Of thunder: back defeated to return 

They worfe abhorr’d. Satan beheld their plight. 

And to his mates thus in derilion call’d. 

O friends, why come not on thefe vi&ors proud ? 
E’er-while they fierce were coming, and when we. 

To entertain them fair with open Front, 6 19 

And Bread, (what could we more?) propounded terms 
Of compofition, ftrait they chang’d their minds. 

Flew off, and into drange vagaries fell. 

As they woo'd dance: yet for a dance they feem’d 61 f 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild * perhaps 
For joy of offer’d peace : but I fuppofe. 

If our propofals once again were heard, 

We (hould compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus B £ li a l in like gamefome mood : 610 
Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight. 

Of hard contents, and full of force urg’d home , 

Such as we might perceive amus’d them all. 

And (fumbl’d many : who receives them right. 

I i Had 
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Had need from head to foot well underhand } 

Not underflood, this gift they have befides, 

They fhew us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in pleafant vein 
Stood Tcoffing, heighten’d in their thoughts beyond 
AH doubt of viftory : Eternal Might 6 30 

To match with their inventions they prefum’d 
So eaiy, and of his thunder made a fcorn, 

And all his hod derided, while they (food 
A while in trouble : but they flood not long $ 

Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Againft fuch hellifh mifehief fit t’oppofe. 636 

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the pow’r 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plap’d!^ 

Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 

(Tor earth hath this variety from heav’n, 640 

Of pleafure (ituate in hill, and dale) 

Light as the light’ning glimpfe they ran, they flew. 

From their foundations loos’ning to and fro. 

They pluck’d the feared hills, with all -their load. 

Rocks, waters, woods, and by the fhaggy tops- 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 

Be fure, and terror, feiz’d the rebel hofl, 

When coming towards them, fb dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward ttfro’d ; 

Till on thofe curfed engins’ triple-row 6 fm 

They faw them whelm’d, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains bury’d deep: 

Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 65-4 

Came fhadowing, and oppreft whole legions arm’d : 
Their armor help’d their harm, crufh’d in and bruis’d 
Into their fubftance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable^ and many a dolorous groan j 


t 


Long 
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Long ftrugling underneath, e’er they could wind 
Out of fuch prifon, though fpirits of pur-eft light : 
{Pureft at firft, now grofs by finning grown) . 
The reft in imitation to like arms 
Betook them, and the neighb'ring hills up tore : 

So hills amid the air encounter’d hills, 

Hurl’d to and fro with jaculation dire; 

That under ground they fought in diimal ftiade i 
Infernal noile! war feem’d a civil game 
To this uproar; horrid confufion heap'd 
Upon confufion rofe. And now all heav’n 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin over- fpread. 

Had not th’ Almighty Father, where he fits 
Shrin’d in his fandtuary of heav’n fecure, . 
Confulting on the film of things, foreleen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advis’d : 

That his great purpofe he might fi> fulfil. 

To honor his Anointed Son, aveng’d 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All pow’r on him transfer ’d: whence to his Son, 

(Th’ Afteflor of His Throne) He thus began. 


< 5 <S® 
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Effulgence of My Glory, Son bclov’d, 

Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 
Vilibly, what by Deity I am ; 

And in whofe hand what by decree I do, 

Second Omnipotence ! two days are paft, 

(Two days, as we compute the days of heav’n) 

Since Michael and his Pow’rs went forth to tame 
Thefe difobedient ; fore hath been their fight, 

As likelieft was, when two fuch foes met arm’d: 

For to themfelves I left them, and thou know’ft. 

Equal in their creation they were form’d, 690 

Save what fin hath impair’d, which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend their doom : 

I 3 Whence 
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Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft s 

Endlefs, and no folution will be found. 

War wearied hath perform’d what war can do, 6 $f 
And to diforder’d rage let loofe the reins, 

With mountains as with weapons arm’d} which makes 
Wild work in heav’n, and dangerous to the main. 

Two days are therefore pad, the third is Thine } 

For Thee I have ordain’d it ; and thus far 700 

Have fuffer’d, that the glory may be Thine 
Of ending this great war, fince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into Thee fuch virtue, and grace 
Immenfe, I have transfus’d, that all may know 
In heav’n and hell Thy pow’r above compare: 70*7 

And this perverfc commotion govern’d thus, 

To manifeft Thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all things } to be Heir, and to be King 
By facred unftion, Thy deferved right. 

Go then Thou Mightieft in Thy Father’s Might! jib 
Afcend My chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That ftiake heav’n’s bafts, bring forth all My War, 

My bow and thunder, My Almighty arms V » 

Gird on, and fword upon Thy puifiant thigh. 

Perfue thefe fons of darknefs, drive them out 7 if 

From all heav’n’s bounds, into the utter deep: 

There let them learn, as likes them, to defpifc 
God, and Messiah His anointed King. 

He (aid, and on His Son with rays direct 
Shon full, he all His Father full expreft, 7*0 

Ineffably into his face receiv’d : 

' And thus the Filial Godhead anfw’ring -fpake. 

J *, • tz . ^ ' * * 

'OFathbr, O Supreme oF heav’nly Thrones, 

Firft, Higheft, Holieft, Bed! Thou always feek’ft 
To glorifie Thy Son, I always Thee, 7 if 

As 
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As is mod juft: this I My glory account, 

My exaltation, and my whole delight. 

That Thou in Me well pleas’d, declar’d Thy will 
Fulfill’d, which to fulfill is all My blifs. 

Sceptre and pow’r, Thy giving, I aflume; 730 

And gladiier (hall refign, when in the end 

Thou (hah be all in all, and I in Thee 

For ever; and in Me all whom Thou lov ft: 

But whom Thou hat’ft, I hate, and can put on 

Thy terrors, as I put Thy mildnefs on, 73? 

Image of Thee in all things: and (hallfoon, 

Arm’d with Thy might, rid heavn ot thefc rebell dj 
To their prepar’d ill marifion driven down v 

To chains of darknefs, and th’ undying worm} 

That from Thy juft obedience could revolt, 74 ° 

Whom to obey is happineis entire. 

Then (hall Thy faints unmix’d, and from th’ impure 
Far (eparate, circling Thy holy mount 
Unfained Hallelujahs to Thee ling, 

Hymns of high praile, and I among them Chief. 74? 

So faid, He o’er his fceptTe bowing, ro& 

From the right hand of glory where he iat} 

And the third facred morn began to (hine, [found 

Dawning through heav’n. Forth rufhd with whirlwind 
The chariot of Paternal Deity, 7 ?° 

•jflafhing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 

It felf inftindt with fpirit, but convoy’d 
By four Cherubic fhapos; four faces each ; 

Had wondrous ; as with ftars, their bodies all, 

And wings, were fct with eyes; with eyes, the wheels 
Of beril; and careering fires between: . ,7 

Over their heads a xhryftal firmament; 

Where, on a faphir throne, (inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colon «£ the fhowryarchj) 

1 1 n® 


x j6 Raradise Lost. Book VI.. 

He, in coeleftial panoply all arm’d 760 

Of radient Urim, jvorlc divinely wrought! 

Afccnded : at his right hand, Vi&ory 

Sate eagle-wing’d ; befide him hung his bow. 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder flor’d : 

And from about him fierce efFufion rowl’d 7 6 t 

Of fmokc, and bick’ring flame, and fparkles dire. 

Attended with ten thouland thoufand Saints, 

He onward came; far off his coming fhon. 

And twenty thouland (I their number heard) 

Chariots of God, half on each hand, were feen. 77* 

He on the wings of Cherub rode fiiblime 
On the chryftallin sky, in laphir thron’d, 
llluftrious far and wide: but by His own 
Firft feen, them unexpefted joy furpriz’d, 

When the great enfign of M essi a h blaz’d, 77$ 

Aloft by Angels born, his fign in heav'n: 

Under whofe conduft Michael foon reduc’d 
His army, circumfus’d on either Wing, 

Under their Head imbodied all in one. 

Before Him Pow'r Divine His way prepar’d } 78* • 

At His command th’ uprooted hills retir’d 
Each to his place, they heard His voice and went 
Obfequiaus ; heav’n his wonted face renew’d. 

And with frefh flowrets hill and valley fmil’d. 

tk V 5 ' • 

This fa\£ His haplcfs foes, but flood obdur’d, 785 
And to rebellious fight rallied their Pow’rs, 

Infenlate! hope conceiving from defpair: 

In heav’nly fpirits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 

But (to convince the proud what figns avail. 

Or wonders move th’ obdurate to relent) 790 

They harden’d more by what might mofit reclaim, 

Grieving to fee His glory, at the tight 
Took envy; and afpiring to His height, 

Stood 
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„ Stood re-embattell’d fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to profper, and at length prevail _ N 
Again ft God and Messiah; or to fall 
In nniverfal ruin lad; and now 
To final battel drew, dildainiug flight. 

Or faint retreat; when the Great Son of God 
T o all His hofts on either hand thus fpake. 

Stand dill in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Ye Angels arm’d, this day from battel reft : 

Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fcarlefsin his righteous caule : 

And as ye have receiv’d, lo have ye done 
Invincibly. But of this curled crew 
The punifliment to other hand belongs : 

Vengeance is His, or whole He foie appoints. 
Number to this day’s work is not ordain’d, 

Nor multitude: ftand only, and behold 
God’s indignation on thele godlels pour’d 
By Me 5 not you, but Me they have delpis’d; 

Yet envied : again ft Me is all their rage, 

Bccaufe the F a th e r, t’ whom in heav’n fupresne 
Kingdom, and pow’r, and glory appertains, 

Hath honor’d Me according to His will. 

Therefore to Me their doom He hathalfign’d : 

That they may have their wifh, to try with Me 
In battel which the ftronger proves, they All* 

Or I alone againft them ; lince by ftrength 
They meafure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels;. 

Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchlafe. 

t 

So fpake the Son, and into terror chang’d 
His count’nance, too fevere to be beheld ! 

And full of wrath bent on His enemies. 

If 
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At once the Four fpread out their ftarry wings, 

'With dreadful (hade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of His fierce chariot rowl’d, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. 850 

He on His impious foes right-onward drove. 

Gloomy as night : under His burning wheel* 

The ftedfaft empyrean (hook throughout -i 
All but the throne it felf of God. Full (bon 
Among them He arriv’d; in His right hand 
Grafping ten thoufand thunders, which He fent 
Before Him, fuch as in their fouls infix’d 
Plagues : they afloniftfd, all refiftance loft. 

All courage ; down their idle weapons dropp’d : , ■ t 

O’er fhields, and helms, and helmed heads He rode 840 
Of Thrones, and mighty Seraphim proftrate; 

That wilh’d the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them, as a (helter from His 'ire. » 

Nor left on cither fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold- vlfag’d Four, 84^ 

Diftindi with eyes; and from the living wheek 
Diftindf alike with multitude of eyes; 

One fpirit in them rul’d, and every eye 
Glar’d light’ning, and (hot forth pernicious fire 
Among th’ accurft, that wither’d all their ftrength, 8y# 
And of their wonted vigor left them drain’d, 

Exhaufted, fpiritlcfs, affli&ed, fall’n. 

Yet half His ftrength He put not forth, but check’d 
His thunder in mid-volly ; for He meant 
Not to dertroy, but root them out of heaven. 

The overthrown He rais’d, and as a herd 
Of goats, or tim’rous flock, together throng’d. 

Drove them before Him thunder-ftruck, perfu’d 
With terrors, and with furies, to the bounds 
And chryftal wall of heav’n; which op’ning wide * 860 
Howl’d inward, and a (pacious gap difclos’d ** 

Into 
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Into the wafteful Deep : the inionftrous fight 
Struck them with horror Backward 5 but far wor£e 
Urg’d them behind : headlong themfelves they threw 
Down from the verge of heav’n ; eternal wrath E6y 
Burn’d after them to the bettomWs pit. 

Hell - heard th’ uflfufierable noifc, hell law 
Heav’n ruining from heav’n, and would have .fled 
Affrighted; but drift fate had caft too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fed had Bound. 

Nine days they fell; confounded Chaos rear'd. 

And .felt tenfold coafufion in their fail 
Through his wild anarchy, ! & huge a rout 
Incumber’d him with ruin ! bell at laft 
Yawning receiv’d them whole, and on them clos’d; 87 y 
, Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain. 

Disburden’d heav’n rejoic'd, and feon repair’d 
Her mural breach, returning whence it yowl’d. 

Sole Viftor, from th’ expulfion of His foes, 8S0 
Messiah His triumphal chariot turn'd : 

To meet Hina all His Saints, who fitent (food 
Eyc-witnefles of His Almighty afts, 

With jubilee advanc’d ; and as they went, 

Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright 88 y 

Sung triumph, and Him fung Viftorious King, 

Son, Heir, and Lord, to Him dominion giv’n, 

Worthieft to reign : He celebrated rode 
Triumphant through midheav’n, into the courts 
And temple of His Mighty Father thron’d 890 

On high; who into glory Him receiv’d. 

Where now He fits at the right hand of blifs. 

/ 

Thus (meafuring things in heav’n by things on earth J 
- At thy requeft, and that thou may’ll beware 

b 7 
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By what is paft, to thee I have reveal’d *9? 

What might have elfe to hnman race been hid. 

The difcord which befel, and war in heav’n 

Among th’ Angelic Pow’rs, and the deep fall 

Of thofe ton high afpiring, who rebell’d 

With Sat am, he who envies now thy ftate: $©• 

Who now is plotting how be may feduce 

Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 

jfBcreav’d of happinefs) thou may’ll partake 

His punilhment, eternal mifery ; 

Which would be all his folace and revenge, 

As a defpite done again ft the Mod High, 

Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 

But liften not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker: let it profit thee to have heard. 

By terrible example, the reward 

Of dilobedience : firm they might have ftood. 

Yet fell. Remember, and fear to tranfgrefr. 


tfbe end of the Sixth Books 
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The ARGUMENT. : 


Raphael *t it he rtqutft of Warn relates how and wherefore 
this world was ftrfl created > that God, after the ex- 
felling of Satan and his Angels out of heaven, declar'd 
his pleafure to create another world and other creatures 
to dwell therein ; fends tits S o N with glory and atten- 
dance of Angels to perform the work of Creation in fix 
days : the Angels celebrate with hymns the performance 
thereof, and diis te-afcenfi on into heaven. 
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Efeend from heav’n, Urakia ! by 'tMt 


name 


If rightly thou art call’d; whole <voioe di» 


■vme 


Following, above th’ Olvm pia»j 'fail 
fan 

Above the flight of Pe gasman wing. 

The meaning, not the name I call: for thou $ 

Nor of the Mules nine, mor on the top 

Of old Olympus d welFft j ^>ut Iieav’nly boar, 

Before the hills appear’d, *er 'fountain flow'd. 

Thou with Eternal IVifdom didft conmfe, 

WtfJom thy lifter, and with her didft play tm 

In piefencc of th’ Almighty F a r h e*, pleas’d 
With thy coeleftial iong. Up led by thee. 

Into the heav’n of heav’na I have iprefum’d, 

(An earthly gueft) and drawn empyreal -ais. 

Thy 
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Thy temp’ring. With like lafety guided down, if 

Return me to my native element : 

Left from this flying fteed unrein’d (as once 
Bellekophon, though from a lower clime,) 
Difmounted, on th’ A l e i a n field I fall. 

Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn. la 

Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible diurnal fphear : 

Standing on earth, not rap’d above the Pole, 

More fafe I fing with mortal voice; unchang’d 
To hoarfe or mute, though fall’n on evil days, if 

On evil days though fall’n, and evil tongues; 

In darknefs, and with dangers compaft round. 

And folitude! Yet not alone, while thou 
Vilit’ft my flumbers nightly; or when morn 
Purples the eaft: ftill govern thou my fong, 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

But drive far off the barbarous diffonance 

Of Bacchus, and his revellers ; the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the T n R a c i an bard 

In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 3/ 

To rapture, ’till tire favage clamor drown’d 

Both harp and voice; nor could the Mule defend 

Her fon. So fail not thou, who thee implores: . 

For thou art heav’nly, fhe an empty dream. 

Say, Goddels, what enfu’d when Raphael 4* 
The affable Arch- Angel, had forewacn’d 
Adam, by dire example to beware 
Apoftafy, by what betel in heav’n 
To.thofe apoftates, left the like befall 
In Paradife to Adam or his race, 4f 

(Charg’d not to touch the interdi&ed Tree) 

If they tranlgrefs, and flight that foie command; 

So eallly obey’d, amid the choice 


) 


•jr 


Book VII. Paradise Lost. 185: 


Of all taftes elf* to pleafe their appetite. 

Though wand’ring. — He, with his conforted Eve, ye 
The ftory heard attentive, and was fill’d 
With admiration, and deep mufe, to hear 
Of things fo high and ftrange ; things to their thought 
So unimaginable, as hate in heav’n. 

And war fo near the peace of G o d in blifs, S$ 

With fuch confufion : but the evil foon, 

Driv’n back, redounded, as a flood, on thofe 
From whom it fprung ; impoflible to mix 
With bleflednefs. Whence Adam loon repeal’d 
The doubts that in his heart arofe: and now 
Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 
What nearer might concern him, how this world 
Of heav’n and earth conipicuous firft began; 

When, and whereof created; for what caufei 
What within Eden, or without, was done 
Before his memory (as one whofe drouth 
Yet fcarce allay’d, ftili eyes the current ftream,’ 

Whofe liquid murmur heard, new thirft excites.) 
Proceeded thus to ask his heav’nly gueft. 



Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, fi 

Far differing from this world, thou haft reveal’d, 

Divine interpreter! by favor fent 

Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 

Us timely of what might elfe have been our lofs 

Unknown; which human knowledge could not reach: 

For which to th’ Infinitely Good we owe 7$ 

Immortal thanks, and His admoniihment 

Receive, with folemn purpofe to obferre 

Immutably His fovereign will, the end 

Of what we are. But liince thou haft vouchfaPd 80 

Gently, for our inftru£tion, to impart 

Things above earthly thought (which yet concern’d 

,. Ou? 
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Our knowing, as to Higbeft Wifdom foem’d) 

Deign to deicend now lower, and relate 

(What may no lefs perhaps avail us known) 8/ 

How firft began this lieav’n, which we behold 

Diftant fo high, with moving fires adorn'd 

Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills 

All fpace, the ambient air wide interfus’d, 

Imbracing round this florid earth; what caufe , rp 

Mov’d the Creator, in his holy reft 

Through all eternity, fo late to build 

In Chaos; and the work begun, how fooft 

Abfolv’d, if unforbid thou may’ft unfold 

What we, not to explore the fecrets ask 9y 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race, thoogh fteep, fufpenfe in heav’n 

Held by thy voice ; thy potenfroice he hears, mo 

And longer will delay, ro hear thee -tell 

His generation, and the riling Birth 

Of nature from the unapparent Deep : 

Or if the ftar of ev’ning, and the moon 

•Hsfie to thy audience, night with her will bring iof 

Silence; and lleep, lift’ning to thee, will watch; 

Or we can bid his abfence, ’till thy fang 
End, and difmifs thee e’er the morning Ihine. 

Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft befought; 

And thus the Godlike Angel anfwer’d mild. i-ro 

This alfo thy requeft, with caution ask’d, 

Obtain : though to recount Almighty works, 

•What words, or tongue of Seraph, can fufficel 
Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend! 

Yet wbat thou can’ft attain, (which heft may ferve i tf 

To 
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To glorify the Maker, and inter 
Thee alfo happier) fhall not be whh-beld 
Thy hearing: fuch Commiflkm from abote 
I have receiv’d, to anfwer thy defire 
Of knowledge within bounds : beyond attain 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal’d, which th’ invifible King, 

Only Omnifcient, hath fuppreft in night \ 

To none communicable in earth or heav’n : 

Enough is left befides to fearch and know. 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no lets 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In meaf'ure what the mind may well contain * 

OpprefTes elfe with furfcit, and foon turns 
Wifdom to folly, as noarifhmcnt to 'Wind. 

Know then, that after L-vci*®* fromhe&v’n 
(So call Him, brighter onoe amidft the hoft 
Of Angels, than that ftar the ftors among) 

Fell with his flaming legions through the Dap 

Into his place, and the Great Son -return'd tff 

Victorious with his Saints, th’ Omnipotent 

Eternal FatBe« from his throne beheld 

Their multitude, and to His Eon thus fpake.' 

At leaft our envious foe hath fail’d, who thought 
All like himfclf rebellious, by whole aid *4° 

This iaacceflible high ftrength, the feat 
Of Deity fupreme, (us difpofleft) 

He trufted to have feis’d, and into fraud 

Drew many, whom their place knows here -no more: 

Yet far the greater part ‘have Seept, 1 fee, rff 

Their ftation; hcav’n, yet* populous, -retains 
Number fufficient to pofleis her realms, 

Though wide > and .Shis high temple to frequent 

With 
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With minifteries due and Solemn rites. 

But left his heart exalt him in the harm i yo 

Already done, to have dispeopled heav’n, 

("My damage fondly deem’d \) I can repair 

That detriment, if Such it be, to lofe ■ > 

Self-loft j and in a moment will create 

Another world ; out of one man, a race i yy 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 

Not here : ’till by degrees of merit rais’d, 

They open to themlelves at length the way 

Up hither; under long obedience try’d : jyp 

And earth be chang’d to heav’n, and heav’n to earth, 

One kingdom, joy, and union without end. 

Mean-while inhabit lax, ye pow’rs of heav’n ! 

And Thou My Word, begotten Son! by Thee 
This I perform, Speck Thou, and be it done. 

My overfhadowing Spirit and Might with Thee i6y 
I fend along ; ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds, be heav’n and earth: 

Boundlefs the [Xep, becaufs I A M who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the Space, 

Though I, uncircumScrib’d My leif, retire *70 

And put not forth my goodaefs; which is free 
To a£t or not: Neceflity and Chance 
Approach not Me, and what I will is Fate. 

So Spake th’ Almighty, and to what He Spake 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave e£fe&. 17/ 

Immediate are the adfts of God, more Swift 
Than time or motion; but to human ears 
Cannot without proccSs of Speech be told ; 

So told, as earthly notion can receive. 

Great triumph and rejoicing was in heav’n, 180 

When Such was heard declar’d th’ Almighty’s will} 

Glory they Sung to the Moll High ! good will 
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To future men, and in their dwellings peace: 

Glory to Him ! whole juft avenging ire ; 

Had driv’n out th’ ungodly from his fight, i8f 

And th’ habitations of the juft : to Him 
Glory and praile! whofe wifdom had ordain’d 
Good out of evil to create ; inftead 
Of fpirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffufe 
His good to worlds, and ages, infinite. 

So fang the Hierarchies. Mean while the Son 
O n his great expedition now appear’d, 

Girt with Omnipotence, with radiance crown’d \ 
Of Majefty Divine : fapience and love jp- 

Immenfe, and all His Father in Him fhon. 

About His chariot numberlefi were pour’d 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones, 

And Virtues: winged Ipirits, and chariots wing’d. 

From th’ armory of God, where ftand of old aoo 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg’d 
Againft a folemn day, harnefs’d at hand, 

Coeleftial equipage l and now came forth 
Spontaneous (for within them fpirit liv’d,) 

Attendent on their Lord: heav’n open’d wide aoy 

Her ever-during gates, harmonious found ! 

On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in His pow’rfu! Word, 

And Spirit, coming to create new Worlds. 

On heav’nly ground they ftood, and from the Ihore aid 
They view’d the vaft immeafurable Abyfs, 

Outragious as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild* 

Up from the bottom turn’d by furious winds, 

'And furging waves, as mountains, to afiault 
Heav’n’s height, and with the centre mix the Pole. a i y 
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Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou Deep, peace? 

Said then th’Ommfic Word, your Difcord end — - 

Nor (laid ; but, on the wings of Cherubini 
Up-lifted, in Paternal Glory rode 

Far into Chaos, and the world unborn ; aia 

For Chaos heard His voice. Him all His train 
Follow’d in bright procefljoa, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of His might. 

Then ftaid the fervid Wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compares, prepar’d izy 

In God’s eternal (tore, to circumfcribe 
This Univerfc, and all created things. 

One foot He center’d, and the other turned' 

Round through the vaft- profundity obfeure ; 

And faid, thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, *30 

This be thy juft circumference, O world! 

Thus God the heav’n created, thus the earth; 

Matter unform’d and void! Darknefs profound 
Cover’d th’ Abyfs; but on the watry calm 134 

His brooding wings the Spirit of God out-fpread. 

And viral virtue infus’d, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs; but downward purg’d 
The black, Tartareous, cold, infernal dregs, 

Adverfc to life; then founded, then conglob’d 

Like things to like; the reft to feverai place 240 

Difparted; and between, fpun out the air: 

And earth feif-ballanc’d on her centre hung. 

Let there be light ! faid God; and forthwith light 
Ethereal, firft of things, quinteflence pure. 

Sprung from the Deep : and from her native caft, 14^ 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 

Sphear’d in a radiant cloud; (for yet the Sun 

Was 
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Was not) (lie in a. cloudy tabernacle 

Sojourn’d the while. Goo few the light was good } 

And light from darknefr by the hemifpbear i jm 

Divided: light the day, and darknefs night 
He nam’d. Thus was the Firft Day £v’a and Mem : 

Nor pad uncelebrated, nor unfung 

By the coeleftial quires, when orient light 

Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld} tf| 

Birth-day of heav’n and earth ! with joy and fheut, 

The hollow univerfel orb they fill’d} 

And touch’d their- golden harps, and hymning, prais’d 
G o d and His works, Creator Him they fung, 

Both when firft Ev’ning was, and when firft Morn, 

Again, God feid, let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters! And God made 
The firmament expanic of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparent, elemental air, diftus’d 
In circuit to the utter moft, convex 
Of this great Round : partition firm and fare. 

The waters underneath from thoie above 
Dividing: for as earth, fo He the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 
Chryftaliin ocean, and the loud miftule 
Of Chaos far remov’d} left fierce extremes 
Contiguous, might diftemper the whole frame : 

And heav’n He nam’d the firmament ; io Ev’n 
And Morning Chorus fung the Second Day, 

The earth was form’d, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters (embryon immature) involv’d, 

Appear’d not: over all, the face of earth 

Main ocean flow’d}; not idle,, but with warm 

Prolific humor fidi’ning all her globe, 180 
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Fermented the great mother to conceive, 

Satiate with genial moifture: when God faid, 

Be gather’d now ye waters under heav’n 
Into one place, and let dry land appear! — 

Immediately the mountains huge appear a8/ 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs up-heave 
Into the clouds, their tops afeend the sky. 

So high as heav’d the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom, broad and deep, 

Capacious bed of waters ! Thither they 19* 

Halted with glad precipitance, up-rowl’d, 

As drops on dull conglobing from the dry: 

Part rife in chryllal wall, or ridge dire£t, 

For hade; fuch flight the Great Command imprefs’d 
On the fwift floods : as armies at the call 195- 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou hall heard) 

Troop to their flandard ; lo the wat’ry throng, 

Wave rowling after wave, where way they found. 

If deep, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 
Soft-ebbing ; nor withdood them rock or hill} 300 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With ferpent-error wandring, found their way, 

And on the walhy oofe deep channels wore } 

Eafic, e’er God had bid the ground be dry. 

All but within thofc banks, where rivers now Joy 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land, earth; and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters, he call’d leas ; 

And faw that it was good: and faid, let th’ earth 
Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 310 
And- fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind; 

Whole feed is in her felf upon the earth! — 

He fcarce had faid, when the bare earth (’tiil then 
Defert and bare, unlightly, unadorn’d) 

Brought forth the tender grafs, whofe verdure clad 315- 
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Her univerfal Face with pleafimr green. 

Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flowr’d 
Op’ning their various colors, arid made gay 
Her boiom fmelling fweet. And rhele fcarce blown, 
Forth-flourifh’d thick the cluflfing vine, forth crept 310 
The fmelling gourd, up flood the corny rtfed 
Embattl’d in her field; and th* humble fhrub, 

And bu(h, with frizl’d hair implicit. Lafl, 

Rofe, as in dance, the ftately trees, and fpread 314, 

Their branches hung with copious fruit; or gemm’d 
Their blofloms : with high woods the hills were crown’d; 
With tufts the vallies, and each fountain fide, 

With borders long the rivers: that, earth now 

Seem’d like to heav’n; a feat, where Gods might dwell. 

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 33* 

Her facred fhadcs: though Gon had yet not rain’d 

Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 

None was : but from the earth a dewy mift 

Went up, and water’d all the ground, and each 

Plant of the field; which, e’er it was in th’ earth, 33? 

God made, and ev’ry herb, before it grew 

On the green ftem : God faw that it was good. 

So Ev’n and Morn recorded the Third Day. 

# 

• Again th’ Almighty fpake: Let there be lights 
High in th.’ expanfe of heaven, to divide jl# 

The day from night : and let them be for figns, 

For feafons, and for days, and circling years; 

And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heav’n. 

To give light on the earth! — and it was fo. 3^ 

And God mad e two great lights (great for their ufe 
To man) the greater to have rule by day, 

The lefs by night, alterne: and made the fiars; 

And fet them in the firmament of heav’n, 

K T’il- 
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T‘ illuminate the earth, and rule the day, 

In their viciflitude, and rule the night; 

And light from darknefs to divide. God faw. 
Surveying his great work, that it was good: 

For of cceleftial bodies firft, the fun 
(\ mighty fphear!) He fram’d; unlightfome firft, 
Tho’ of ethereal mold: then, form’d the moon, 
Globofc ; and ev’ry magnitude of ftars; 

And fow’d with ftars the heav’o, thick as a field. 

Of light by far the greater part he took, 
Tranl'planted from her cloudy ftirine, and plac’d 
In the fun’s orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
Her gather’d beams, great palace now of light: 
Hither, as to their fountain, other ftars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light; 

And hence the morning planet gilds his horns: 

By tin&ure, or reflection, they augment 
Their fmall peculiar, though (from human fight 
So far remote) with diminution feen. 

Firft in his eaft the glorious lamp was feen. 

Regent of day ; and all th’ horizon round 
Inverted with bright rays, jocund to run 
His Longitude through heav’n’s high road: the gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc’d. 
Shedding fweet influence. Lefs bright the moon. 
But oppofite in level’d weft was fet. 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From him, for other light fhe needed none 
In that afpeft: and (till that diftance keeps 
’Till night ; then in the eaft her turn (he ftiines. 
Revolv’d on heav’n’s great axle, and her reign 
With thoufand lefler lights dividual holds, 

With thouland thouland ftars! that then appear’d 
Spangling the hemifphcar ; then firft adorn’d 
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With their bright luminaries, that fet and role. 

Glad Ev’ning and glad Morn crown’d the Fourth Day. 

And God faid, let the waters generate 
Reptil, with fpiwn abundant, living foul ! 

And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
Difplay’d on th’ open Firmament of heav’n! 590 

And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by their kinds : 

And every bird of wing after his kind: 

And faw that it was good, and blefs’d them, faying, 39; 

Be fruitful, multiply, and in the leas 

And lakes, and running ftreams, the waters fill; 

And let the fowl be multiply’d on th’ earth. 

Forthwith the Sounds, and feas, each creek and fay 
With Fry innumerable fwarm, and fhoals 400 

Of fifh, that with their fins and fhining fcales 
Glide under the green wave in Sculls, that oft 
Bank the mid-lea: part Angle, or with mate. 

Graze the fea- weed their pafture ; and thro’ groves 
Of coral ftray ; or, fporfing with quick glance, 4«>y 
Shew to the fun their wav’d coats, drcp’d with gold; 

Or, in their pearly fhells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment; or under rocks their food, 

In jointed armor, watch: on fmooth, the Seal, 

And bended dolphins play; part, huge of bulk! 419 
Wallowing unweildy, enormous in their gait 
Temped: the ocean : there Leviathan, 

Hugeft of living creatures, on the Deep 
Stretch’d like a promontory, fleeps or fwitns : 

And feems a moving land, and at his gills 4ty 

Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a lea. 

Mean while the tepid caves, and fens, and (hoars, 

Their brood as numerous hatch from th’ egg, that loon 

K 2 Burftiug 
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Burlling with kindly rupture, forth-difclos’d 

Their callow young; but feather’d foon, and fledge, 4:0 

They fumm’d their pens; and ftyring rh’ air iublime, 

With clang defpis’d the ground, under a cloud 
I n profpedf : there, the eagle, and the flork. 

On cliffs ai'd cedar tops their eyries build; 

Part, loofly wing the region; part, more wile 411- 
In common, rang’d in figure wedge their way; 

Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth 

Their aery caravan, high over Teas 

Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 

Eafing their flight; (Co fleers the prudent crane 4J0 

Her annual voyage) born on winds, the air 

Floats, as they pafs, fann’d with unnumbef’d plumes. 

From branch to branch the fmaller birds with long 

dolac’d the woods, and fpread their painted wings 

’Till ev’n ; nor then, the folemn nightingale 43^ 

Ceas’d warbling, but all night tun’d her foft Lays. 

Others, on iilver lakes aud rivers bath’d 

Their downy bread ; the fwan, with arched neck 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rowes 

Her ftate with oary feet: yet oft they quit 44® 

The dank, and riling on ftiff pennons, tour 

The mid aereal sky. Others, on ground 

Walk’d firm ; the crefted cock, whole clarion founds 

The filent hours; and th’ other, whole gay train 

Adorns him, color’d with the florid hue 44^ 

Of rainbows, and ftarry eyes. The waters thus 

With ti'fh replenifh’d, and the air with fowl, 

Ev’ning and Morn foleraniz’d the Fifth Day. 


The fixth, and of creation laft, arole 
With ev’ning harps and matin ; when God laid, 
Let th’ earth bring forth fowl living in her kind, 
Cattel, and creeping. things, and beaft of th’ earth, 


Each 


) 


I 


Book VII. Par adise L ost. 197 

Each of their kind! — The earth obey’d; and ftrait 
Op’ning her fertil womb, teem’d at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, d 

Limb’d and full grown. Out of the ground up-rofe 
As from h ; s laire, the wild heart, where he wons 
In foreft wild, in thicker, brake or den : 

Among the tiees in pairs they rofe, they walk’d ; 

The cattel in the fields, and meadow's green : 460 

Thofe ra'e and folitary, tbtfe in flocks 
Parturing at once, and in broad herds up-(prung. 

The grafly clods now calv’d, now half appear’d 4 6j 

The tawny lion, pawing to get free 

His hinder parts; then fprings as broke from bonds. 

And rampant fhakes his brinwd mane : the Ounce, 

The libhard, and the tiger, fas the mole 

Riling) the crumbl’d earth above them threw 

In hillocks : the fwift flag from under ground 

Bore up his branching head : fcarce from his mould 470 

Behemoth (biggert born of earth) up heav’d 

His vaftnefs: fleec’d the flocks, and bleating, rofe. 

As plants : ambiguous between fea and land. 

The river-hoife, and fcaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 477 
lnfe£f or worm ; thofe wav’d their limber fans. 

For wings ; and fmalleft lineaments cxa£t 
In al! the liveries deck’d of fummer’s pride. 

With fpots of gold, and purple, azure and green : 

Thcfe, as a line, their long dimcnlion drew, 4§» 

Streaking the ground with finuous trace: not all 
Minims of nature; fomc of ferpem-kind, • , 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv’d 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 
The parfimonious emmet, provident 487 

Of future, in fmall room large heart inclos’d ! 

(Pattern of juft equality perhaps k 

K j Here-. 
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Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty.) Swarming next, appear’d 

Tbc female bee, that feeds her husband drone 490 

Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey ftor’d. The reft are numberlefs, 

And thou their natures know’ft, and gave them names, 

Needlefs to thee repeated : nor unknown 

The ferpent (Tubtleft beaft of all the field) „ 49T 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brawn eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obedieut at thy call. 

Now heav’n in all her glory fbon, and rowl’d 
Her motions, as the great Firft- Mover’s hand fco 

Firft wheel’d, their courfc; earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovely fmil’d; air, water, earth. 

By fowl, fifh, beaft, was flown, was fwum, was walk’d 
Frequent i and of the Sixth Day yet remain’d. 

There wanted yet the Mafter-work, the end fof 

Of all yet done ; a creature, who not prone. 

And brute as other creatures, but indu’d 
With ftndlity of reafon, might ere& 

His ftature, and upright with front ierene 

Govern the reft, felt- knowing; and from thence, ft* 

Magnanimous, to correfpoud with, heav’n ; 

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defccnds, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 

'And worfhipGoD Supreme, who made him chief fig 
Of all His works : therefore th’ Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not He 
Prefent?) thus to His Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now M an in our image, Man 
In our fimilitudc, and let them rule 510 

* Over 


Digitized by Google 


Book VII. Paradise Lost. 199 

Over the fifh, and fowl, of fea and air,. 

Bead of the field, and over all the earth. 

And cv’r.y creeping thing that creeps the ground! 

This laid, He form’d thee, Adam, thee O Man ! 

Dud of the ground; and in thy nodrils breath’d yap 
The breath of life : in His own image He 
Created thee, in the image of G o d 
Exprefs, and thou becam’d a living foul. 

Male He created thee, but thy confort 

Female, for race: then bleis’d mankind, and faid, yjo 

Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 

Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fifh of the fra, and fowl of th’ air, 

And ev’ry living thing that moves on th’ earth, 

Whcre-ever thus created, for no place yjy 

Is yet didin& by name Thence (as thou know’d) 

He brought thee into this delicious grove. 

This garden ; planted with the trees of God; 

Dele&able both to behold and tade : 

And freely all their pleafant fruit for food f+p 

Gave thee (all forts are here that all th’ earth yields, 

Variety without end !) but of the Tree, 

- Which faded works Knowledge of Good and Evil, 

Thou may’d not : in the day thou eat’d, thou dy’ft: 
Death is the penalty impos’d, beware! y4y 

And govern well thy appetite, led Sin 
Surprifr thee, and her black attendant Death. 

Here finifh’d He, and all that He had made 
View’d, and behold ! all was entirely good; 

So Ev’n and Morn accomplifh’d the Sixth Day : y;o 

Yet not ’till the Creator from His work 
Defiding, though unwearied, up return’d; 

Up to the heav’n of heav’ns. His high abode, 

K 4 Thence 
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Thence to behold this new created world, 

Th’ addition of His empire, how it flrew'd jfj 

In profpcdl from His throne, how good, how fair, 
Anfwering His great idea : Up He rode 
Follow’d with acclamation, and the found 
Symphonious of ten thoofand harps, that tun’d 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 
Retounied, (thou remember’ft, for thou heardft) 

The heav’ns and ail the conftellations rung : 

The planets in their Ration lifl’ning flood, 

Wh:le the bright pomp afeended jubilant. v 

Open, ye cverhfting gates, they fung, f&f 

Open, ye heav’ns, your living doors; let in 

The Great Creator, from His work return’d 

Magn ficent, his fix days work, a world : 

Open, and henceforth oft ; for G o d will deign 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men, 570 

Delighted; and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend His winged meflen^ers, 

On errands of fupetnal grace. So fung 

The glorious train afccndiqg: He through hcav’n, 

That open’d wide h; r blazing portals, led fjf 

To G o d’s eternal houfe direct the way; 

A broad and ample road, whole duft is gpld 
And pavement ftars, as ftars to thee appear 
Seen in the galaxy (that milky way 
Which nightly, as a circling z >ne, thou feeft j8* 

Pouder’d with ftars.) And now on eartl^ the Seventh 
Ev’nipg arofe in Eden, for the fun 
Was fet, and twilight frpm the eaft came on. 
Forerunning night; when, at the holy mount 
Of heav’n’s high-feated top, th’ imperial throne 
Of Godhead, fix’d for ever firm and fure, 

The Filial Pow’r arriv’d, and fat him down 
With his Great Father: for he alio went 
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Invifible, yet ftaid (fuch privilege 

Hath Omttiprefence) and the work ordain’d, S 9 * 

Author and end of all things; and from work 
Now retting, blefs’d and hallow’d the Scv’nth Day, 

As retting on that day from all his work; 

But not in filence holy kept ; the harp 
Had work and retted not, the folemn pipe 
And dulcimer, ail organs of fweet ftop, 

All founds on fret by ftring, or golden wire. 

Temper'd foft tunings, intermix’d with voice 
Choral, or unifon : of incenfc clouds. 

Fuming from golden cenfers, hid the mount: 

Creation, and the Six Days a£fs, they fung. 

Great are Thy works, Jehovah, infinite 
Thy pow’r ! what thought can mealure Thee, or tongue 
Relate Thee ? Greater now in Thy return 
Than from the Giant- Angels : Thee that day 6oy 

Thy thunders magnify’d; but to create 
Is greater, than created to deftroy. , >' 

Who can impair Thee, Mighty King! or bound 

Thy empire?' Eafily the proud attempt 

Of fpirits apoftate, and their counfels vain, 61© 

Thou haft repell’d ; while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminifh, and from Thee withdraw 

The number of thy worfhippers. Who feeks 

To leflen Thee, againft his purpofe ferves 

To manifeft the more Thy might; his evil 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat’ft more good. 

Witnefs this new-made world, another heav’n! 

From heav’n-gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glafly fea ; 

Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with ftars c 1<3 

• Numerous, and ev’ry fiar perhaps a world 
Of deftin’d habitation ; but Thou know’ft 



Their 



2oi Paradise Lost. Book VII. 

Their feafons: among thcfe the feat of men. 

Earth, with her nether ocean circum fus’d, 

Their pleafant dwelling-piace. Thrice happy men! <Si£ 
And ions of men! whom Goo hath thus advanc’d. 
Created in His image, there to dwell 
And worlliip Him; and in reward to rule 
Over His works, on earth, in fca, or air; 

And multiply a race of worfliippers 63* 

Holy and juil : thrice happy if they know 
.Their happinefs, and perferac upright! 

So fung they, and the empyrean rung 
JYith Halleluiahs: Thus was Sabbath kept. 

And thy requeft think now fulfill’d, that ask’d 
blow firft this world, and face of things, began 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning; that pofterity 
Inform’d by thee might know. If elfe thou fcek’fl: 

Ought, not furpafiing human meafurc, fay. 640 


TBe end of the Seventh Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Adam inquires concerning coelefiial motions is doubtfully an - 
fwer'd.and exhorted to fearch rather things more yttrthy 
of knowledge. Adam ajfents: and Jlill dtfsrous to detain 
Raphael, relates to him what he remember’d fince his own 
creation ; his placing in Paradife ; his talk with God 
concerning folitude and fit fociety ; his firft meeting and 
nuptials with Eve ; his difcourfe with the Angel there- 
upon-, who, after admonitions repeated, departs. 
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HE Angel ended, and in Adam’s ear 
So charming left hi* voice, that he a while 
Thought him ftill fpeaking, ftill ftood fix’d 
to hear : 

Then, as new wak’d, thus gratefully re- 

ply’d. 

What thanks fufficient, or what recompenfe 
Equal, have I to render thee, divine 
Hiltorian ? who thus largely hill allay’d 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and vouchfaf ’d 
This friendly condefcenfion to relate 
Things, elfe by me unlearchable j now heard 
With wonder, but delight ; and, as is due. 

With glory attributed to the High 
Creator. Something yet of doubt remainSj 
Which only thy folution can reiolvc, 

V* i When 
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When I behold this goodly frame, this world 
Of heav’n and earth confifting; and compute 
Their magnitudes ; this earth a (pot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compar’d, 

And all her number’d ftars; that feem to rowl 

Spaces incomprehenfible, (for fuch 

Their drftance argues, and their fwlft return 

Diurnal) meerly to officiate light 

Round this opacous earth, this pun&ual fpot. 

One day and night ; in all their vaft furvey 

Ufelefs befides: reafoning loft admire, 

How nature, wife and frugal, could commit 
Such difproportions ; with (uperfluous hand, 

So many nobler bodies to create, 

Greater fo manifold, to this one ufe; 

('For ought appears) and on their orbs impofe 
Such reftlds revolution day by day 
Repeated : while the fedentary earth, 

('That better might with far lefs compafs move) 
Serv’d by more noble than her felf, attains 
Her end without leaft motion; and receives 
( As tribute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpeedj her warmth and light; 
Speed, to deferibe whofc fwiftnefs number fails. 
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So fpake our fire, and by his count’nance feetn’d 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe; which Eve 40 
Perceiving, where (he fat retir’d in fight ; 

With lowlinefs majeftic from her feat. 

And grace, that won who faw to wilh her ftay, 

Rofe ; and went forth among her fruits and flow’rs. 

To vifit how they profper’d, bud and bloom, 441 

Her nurfery : they at her coming fprung, 

And touch’d by her fair tendance gladlier grew, 

.Yet went (he not, as not with iuch difeourfa 
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Delighted, or not capable her ear 

Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhe reierv’d, pa 

Adam relating, fhe foie audit refs: 

' Her husband the relater (he prefer’d 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chofe rather : he, fhe knew, would intermix 
Grateful digrefiions, and folve high difpute ff- 

With conjugal carefles : from his lip 
Not words alone pleas’d her. (O when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honor join’d?) 

With Goddefi-like demeanor forth fhe went; 

Not unattended! for on her, as Queen, Co 

A pomp of winning Graces waited frill; 

And from about her (hot darts of defire 
Into all eyes, to wifh her frill in fight. 

And Raphael now, to Adah’s doubt propos’d, 
Benevolent, and facil thus reply’d. m 6 f 


To ask or fearch I blame thee not, for heav’n 
Is as the book of Go d before thee let; 

Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His feafons, hours, or days, or months, or years. 

This to attain, whether hcav’n move or earth, 70 

Imports not, if thou reckon right; the reft. 

From man or Angel, the Great Architect 

Did wifely to conceal ; and not divulge 

His fecrets to be fcan’d by them jvho ought 

Rather admire. Or, if they lift to try jp 

Conjecture, He His fabric of the heav’ns 

Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to move 

His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 

Hereafter; when they come to model heav’n. 

And calculate the ftars, how they will wield So 

The mighty frame; how build, unbuild, contrive 
To five appearances; how gird the fphear 

\ ' With 
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With centric and eccentric fcribl’d o’er. 

Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb. 

Already by thy reafoning this I guefs, 8; 

Who art to lead thy offfpring; and fuppofeft, 

That bodies bright and greater (hould not Serve 
The lefs not, bright, nor heav’n fuch journies run. 

Earth fitting ftill, when (he alone receives 

The benefit. Confider firft, that Great, 90 

Or Bright, infers not excellence: the earth 

Though, in comparison of heav’n, fo Small, 

Nor gliftering, may of Solid good contain 
More plenty than the fun, that barren fliincs ; 

Whole virtue on it Self works no effcdl, 9/ 

But in the fruitful earth: there firft receiv’d, 

His beams (una&ive elfe) their vigor find. 

Yet not to earth are thoSe bright luminaries 
Officious, but to Thee, earth’s habitant. 

And for the heav’ns wide circuit, let it Speak 100 

Hie Maker’s high magnificence ; who built 
So Spacious, and hi6 line ftretcht out fo far; 

That man may know he dwells not in his own ; 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg’d in a fmall partition; and the reft loy 

Ordain’d for ufes to his Lord belt known. . 

The fwiftnefs of thole circles attribute; 

(Though numberlcls) to His Omnipotence; 

That to corporeal lub (fences could add 

Spetd almoft fpiritual: me thou think’ft not Slow, n* 

Who Since the morning-hour let out from heav’n, 

Where God refides; and e’er mid-day arriv’d 
In Eden: diftance incxprefiible 
By numbers that have name! but this I urge, 

Admitting motion in the heav’ns; to fiicw ttp 

Invalid, that which thee to doubt it mov’d : 

Not that I So affirm, though fo it feem 
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To thee who had thy dwelling here on earth. 

God, to remove His ways from human fen(e, 

Plac’d heav’n from earth fo far, that earthly light, 12® 
If it prefume, might err in things too high, 

And no advantage gain. What if the fun 
Be centre to the world; and other ftars 
(By his attrattivc virtue, and their own, 

Incited) dance about him various rounds? ray 

Their wandring courfe now high, now low, then hid, 
Progrefiive, retrograde, or (landing dill. 

In hx thou feed : and what if (ev’nth to thele 
The planet Earth (fo dedfalt though die feem) 

Inleniibly three different motions move? 

Which elfe to feveral fphears thou mud aferibe, 

Mov’d contrary with thwart obliquities; 

Or lave the fun his labor, and that fwift 
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb fuppos’d, 

Invilible elfe above all dars, the wheel 
Of day and night: which needs not thy belief. 

If earth, induftrious ot her ft lf, fetch day 
Travelling ead; and with her part averfc 
From the fun’s beam, meet night ; her other part 
Stiil luminous by his ray. What if that light, 

('Sent from her through the wide tranlpicuous air) 

To the terredrial moon be as a dar, 

Inlightning her by day, as fl'.e by night 
This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 

Fields and inhabitants : her fpots thou feed 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her (often ’d foil, for (bmc to eat 
Allotted there: and other funs perhaps, 

With their attendent moons, thou wilt defery, 
Communicating male and female light: 

Which two great fexes animate the world; 

Stor’d in each orb, perhaps, with feme that live. 

For 
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For fuch vaft room in nature unpoflefs’d 
By living foul, defert and dcfohtc. 

Only to fhinc, yet fcarcc to contribute ifj 

Each orb a glimpfe of light, convey’d fo far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back ro them, is obvious to difpute. 

But whether thus thefe things, or whether not } 

Whether the fun, predominant in heav’n, ifo 

Rife on the earth; or earth rife on the fun; 

He, from the call his flaming rode begin; 

Or fhe, from weft her filent courfe advance, 

With inoftenfive pace (that fpinning fleeps 

On her foft Axle, while (he paces ev’n, 1 6f 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along) 

Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters bid ; 

Leave them to God above. Him ferve and fear. 

Of other creatures, as Him pleafes beft, 

Where-cver plac’d, let Him difpofe: joy thou 170 

In what He gives to Thee, this Paradife 
And thy fair Eve: Heav’n is for thee too high 
To know what pafles there; be lowly wife: 

Think only what concerns Thee, and thy Being} 

Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175* 
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree ; 

Contented that thus far hath been reveal’d, 

Not of earth only, but of higheft heav’n. 

To whom thus Adam, clear’d of doubt, reply’d. 

How fully haft thou fetisfy’d me, pure i8* 

Intelligence of heav’n, Angel ferene ! 

And freed from intricacies taught to live, 

The eafieft way ; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of life, from which . 

God hath bid dwell far-off all anxious cares, i8y* 

And not moleft us, unlefs we our felves 

Seek 
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Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions vain. 

But apt the mind, or fancy, is to rove 
• Uncheck’d, and of her roving is no end : 

’Till warn’d, or by experience taught, fhe learn, 190 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From ufe, ob/cure and fubtile, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life. 

Is the prime WifHom: what is more, is fume. 

Or emptiaefs, or fond impertinence; iff 

And renders us in things that moft concern 
Unpra&is’d, uuprepar’d, and flill to feek. 

Therefore from this high pitch let us defeend 
A lower flight ; and fpeak of things at hand 
Ufeful, whence happy mention may arife zco 

Qf fomething not unfeafonable to ask. 

By fuff 'ranee, and thy wonted favor deign’d. 

Thee I have heard relating what was done 

E’er my remembrance : now, hear me relate 

My (lory, which perhaps thou haft not heard; icf 

And day is yet not fpent, 'till then thou feed 

How fubtly to detain thee I devife, 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate;. 

Fond! were it not in hope of thy reply. 

For while I fit with Thee, I feem in hcav’n, 210 

And Tweeter thy difeourfc is to my ear 
Than fruits of Palm-tree (pleafanteft to thirft. 

And hunger both, from labor) at the hour 
Of fweet repaft : they fatiate, and foon fill, 

Tho’ pleafant; but thy words with grace divine 21/ 
Imbu’d, bring to their fweernefs no fatiety. 

To whom thus Raphael anfwer’d hcav’nly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men ! 

Nor tongue ineloquent; for God on Thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo peur’d, 220 

Inward 


Digitized by Google 



i\i Par adise Lost. Book VIII. 

Inward and outward both, his image fair. 

Speaking, or mute, all comlinefi and grace 
Attends thee i and each word, each motion, forms. 

Nor left think we in heav’n of thee on earth, 

Than of our fellow- fervant; and inquire 
Gladly into the ways of Gon with Man : 

For God we fee hath honor’d Thee, and fct 
On Man his equal love. Say therefore on ; 

For I that day .was abfent, as befel, 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, 130 

Far on ex.urfion toward the gates of hell, 

Squar’d in full legion, (fuch command we had,) 

To fee that none thcnccjflu d forth a fpy, 

Or enemy, while Goo. was in His work, 

Leif He (incens’d at fuch eruption bold). 13^ 

Deftru&ion with creation might have mix’d, 

Not that they durft without His leave attempt; 

But us He fends upon his high behefts 

For ftate, as Sov’reign King ; and to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Fall wc found, fa ft flint 24® 

The difmal. gates, and barricado’d ftrong ! 

But long e’er our approaching heard within 
Noife, other than the found of dance or long! 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage : 

Glad wc return’d up to the coafts of light 
E’er Sabbat h-ev’ning : fo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now! for I attend. 

Pleas’d with thy words no lefs than thou with mine. 

So fpake the God-like Pow’r, and thus our fire. 

For Man to tell how human life began ay# 

Is hard ; for who himfelf beginning knew ? 

Defire With thee ftill longer to eonverfe 

Induc’d me. — As new wak’d from founded fleep, 

Soft on the flow’ry herb I found me laid, 

In 
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In balmy fweat; which with his beams the fun 
Soon dry’d, and on the reaking moifture fed. 

Strait toward heav’n my wondring eyes I turn’d. 

And gaz’d a while the ample sky; ’till rais’d 
By quick inftin&ive motion, up I fprung. 

As thitherward indeavouring, and upright a6a 

Stood on my fecr. About me round I faw 
Hill, dale, and fhady woods, and funny plains, 

And liquid lapfe of murm’ring ftreams: by thefe, 

Creatures that liv'd, and mov’d, and walk’d, or flew; 

Birds on the branches warbling; all things fmil’d : i6f 

With fragrance, and with jdy, my heart o’erflow’d. 

My felf I then perus’d, and limb by limb 
Survey’d, and fometimes went, and fometimes ran 
With fupple joints, as lively vigor led. 

But who I was, or where, or from what caufe, 270 
Knew not: to fpeak I try’d, and forthwith fpakc; 

My tongue obey’d, and readily could name 
Whate’er I faw. Thou fun, faid I, fair light! 

And thou inlighten’d earth, fo frefh and gay! 

Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods and plains ! iff 
And ye that live and move, fair creatures! tell. 

Tell (if ye. faw) how came I thus, how here. 

Not of my fclf — By fomc Great Maker then. 

In goodnefs and in pow’r preeminent. 

Tell me, how may I know Him, how adore, 280 

From Whom I have that thus I move, and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know. 

While thus I call’d, and ftray’d I knew not whither, 

From where I firft drew air, and firft beheld 
This happy light; when anfwer none return’d, iZf 
On a green fhady bank profufe of flow’rs 
Penfive I fat me down. There gentle fleep 
Firft found me, and with foft oppreflion feis’d 
My droufed fenfc, untroubl’d (though I thought 
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I then was palling to my former ftate 190 

Infallible, and forthwith to dlflblve) 

When fuddenly ftood at my head a dream, 

Whofc inward apparition gently mov'd 
My fancy, to believe I yet had Being, 

And liv’d. One came, methought, of fhape divine, 197 
And laid, “ Thy raanlion wants thee, Ad*m, rile 
“ Firft man, of men innumerable ordain’d 
•* Firft father ! call’d by thee, I come thy guide 
“ To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepar’d " * 

So laying, by the hand he took me rais’d} 300 

And over fields and waters, as in air, 

Smooth- Aiding without ftep, laft led me up 
A woody mountain } whole high top was plain : 

A circuit wide-inclos’d,* with goodlieft trees 
Planted, with walks, and bow’rs; that what I law 307 
Of earth before fcarce plcafant feem’d. Each tree 
Loaden with faireft fruit, that hung to th’ eye 
Tempting, Hir’d in me fudden appetite 
To pluck and eat} whereat I wak’d, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream » 3 to 

Had lively fhadow’d. Here had new begun 
My wandring,- had not He, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appear’d, 

Prefence Divine ! rejoicing, but with awe, 

In adoration at his feet I fell 3 T f 

Submifs: He rear’d me, and “ whom thou foughtftlam, 
Said mildly, “ Author of all this thou leeft 
“ Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Paradile I give thee, count it thine 
“ To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat: 310 

“ Of every tree that in the garden grows 
“ Eat freely with glad heart} fear here no dearth; 

“ But of the Tree whole operation brings 
“ Knowledge of Good and 111 , which I have let 
“ " ’• “ The 
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“ The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith, 313* 

“ Amid the garden by the Tree of Life, 

“ ('Remember what I warn thee !) fhuu to tafte, 

** And fhun the bitter confluence ; for know, 

“ The day thou eat’ft thereof, my foie command 
“ Tran/greft, inevitably thou fhalt dye ; 330 

“ From that day mortal: and this happy (late 
“ Shalt lofc, expell’d from hence into a world 

“ Of woe and forrow.” ■ Sternly he pronounc’d 

The rigid intcrdi&ion, which refounds 

Vet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 333- 

Not to incur : but (oon his clear al'pedt 

Return’d, and gracious purpofc thus renew’d. 

“ Not only thele fair bounds, but all the earth 
“ To thee and to thy race 1 give : as Lords 
“ Poflcfs it, and all things that therein live, 34.0 

“ Or live in fea, or air, beaft, fifh, and fowl; 

“ In fign whereof, each bird, and beaft, behold 
" After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
“ From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
“ With low fubje&ion: underftand the fame 345* 

“ Of fifh within their watry refidence, 

“ Not hither fummon’d, fmce they cannot change 
“ Their element to draw the thinner air.” 

As thus He fpake, each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching, two and two; thefe, cow’ring low 3yo 
With blandifhment; each bird (loop’d on his wing. 

I nam’d them, as they pafs’d, and underftood 
Their nature (with fuch knowledge God indu’d 
My fudden apprehenlion ! ) but in thefe 
I found not what me-thought I wanted ftill ; 3fj 

And to the heav’nly Villon thus prefum’d. 

O by what name (for thou above all then.*. 

Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher, 

• Surpafleft 
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Surpafleft far my naming) bow may I 

Adore Thee, Author of this univerfe, 360 

And all this good to man ? For whofe well-being 

So amply, and with hands fo liberal 

Thou haft provided all things. But with me 

I fee not who partakes : in folitude 

What happinefs who can enjoy alone ? 3 6f 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find t 

Thus I prefumptuous; and the Vifion bright. 

As with a fmile more brighten’d, thus reply’d. 

/ 

What call’d thou folitude ? Is not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 370 

Replenifh’d, and all thefc at thy command 
To come and play before thee? K.now’11 thou not 
Their language and their ways ? They aifo know, 

And reafon. not contemptibly : with thefc 

Find paftime, and bear rulei thy realm is large. 37/ 

So fpake the Univerfal Lord, and feem’d 
So ordering: I, with leave of fpeech implor’d. 

And humble deprecation, thus reply’d. 

Let not my words offend Thee, heav’nly Pow’r, 

My Maker, be propitious while I fpeak ! 

Haft Thou not made me here Thy fubftitute, 

And thefc inferior far beneath me let ? 

Among unequals what fociety 
Can fort, what harmony, or true delight? 

Which muft be mutual, in proportion due 
Giv’n and receiv’d: but in difparity 
(The one intenfe, the other ftill remifs) 

Cannot well fuit with either, but foon prove 
Tedious alike. Of fellowfhip I fpeak 
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Such as I feek, fit to participate 
All rational delight; wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort : they rejoyre 
Each with their kind, lion with lioncfs ; 

So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin’d : 

Much lefs can bird with beaft, or fifh with fowl 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape : 

Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft of all. 

Whereto th’ Almighty artfwer’d, not difpleas’d. 

A nice and fubtile happinefs I fee 
Thou to thy fclf propOfeft, in the choice 
Of thy aiTociates, Adam; and wilt tafte 
Nopleafure ("though in pleafure) folitary. 

What think’ft thou then of Me, and this My ftate? 
Seem I to thee fufficiently pofleft 
Of happinefs, or not, who am alone 
From all eternity ? for none I know 
Second to Me, or like; equal much Ids. 

How have I then with whom to hold converfe. 

Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 

To Me inferior, infinite defeents 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceas’d, I lowly anfwer’d. To attain 
The height, and depth of Thy eternal ways, 

All human thoughts come fhort, Supreme of things! 
Thou in thy felf art perfeft, and in Thee 
Is -no deficience found. Not fo is Man, 

But in degree ; the caufe of his defire. 

By converfation with his like to help, 

Or folace his defe&s. No need that Thou 
Should’ft propagate, already Infinite; 

And through all numbers abfolute, though ONE. 
But Man by number is to manifeft 

L 
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His finglc imperfc&ion ; and beget 
Like of his like, his image multiply’d : 

In unity defective, which requires 41.5- 

Collateral love, and dcareft amity. 

Thou in thy fecrefy although alone, 

Beft with Thy felf accompany’d, feek’A not 
Social communication: yet, fo pleas’d, 

Canft raife Thy creature, to what height Thou v(rilt 
Gf union or communion, Deify’d: 430 

I by converfing cannot theft erc£fc 
From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 

Thus I imbolden’d fpake, and freedom us’d 
Permiflive, and acceptance found ; which gain’d 
This anfwer from the gracious Voice Divine. 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas’d 
And find thee knowing, not of bcafts alone, 

( Which thou haft rightly nam’d) but of thy felf: 
Exprcfting well the ipirit within thee free, 

My Image, not imparted to the brute : 

Whoft fellowftiip therefore unmeet for thee, 

Good reafon was thou freely fhouldft diflike ; 

And be fo minded ftill. I, e’er thou fpak’ft, 

Knew it not good for man to be alone : 

And no fuch company as then thou faw’ft 
Intended thee : for tryal only brought, 

To fte how thou couldft judge of fit and meet. 

What next I bring (hall pleafe thee, be aflur’d. 

Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf. 

Thy wifti, exa&iy to thy heart’s deiirc. 

. He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by His heav’nly overpower’d, 

Which it had long flood under, drain’d to th’ height 

In 
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In that codeftial colloquy fublime, 

(As with an objedt that excels the fenfe, 

Dazl’d and fpent) lunk down, and fought repair 
Of deep, which inftantly fell on me, call’d 
By nature as in aid, and clos’d mine eyes. 

Mine eyes He clos’d, but open left the cell * 4 6a 

Of fancy, my internal fight ; by which 
(Abftradi as in a tranfe) methought I faw. 

Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the (hape 
Still glorious before Whom awake I flood: 

Who (looping open’d my left fide, and took 4 6 f 

From thence a rib, with cordial fpirits warm. 

And life-blood dreaming frefh: wide was the wound. 

But fuddenly with flefh fill’d up and heal’d. 

The rib He form’d and fafhion’d with His hands: 

Under His forming hands a creature grew 470 

Man-like, but different fex : fo lovely fair ! 

That what feem’d fair in all the world, feem’d now 
Mean, or in her fumm’d up, in her contain’d, 

And in her looks ; which from that time infus’d 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before : 477 

And into all things from her air infpir'd 
The fpirit of love, and amorous delight. 

She dilappear’d, and left me dark ! I wak’d 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure. 459 

When out of hope, behold her ! not far off ; 

Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn’d 
With what all earth or heaven could beftow, 

To make her amiable: On fhe came, 

Led by her heav’nly Maker (though unfeen ) 487 

And guided by His voice; nor uninform’d 
Of nuptial fandtity, and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all her fteps, heav’n in her eye. 

In every geflure dignity and love? '■]**' 

I overjoy’d could not |forbear aloud. 4 490 
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This turn hath made amendsi Thou haft fulfill’d 


Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign ! 

Giver ot ail things fair ! but faircft this 

Of all Thy gifts, nor envieft. 1 now fee 

Bone of my bone, flefh of my flefh, my fclf 49;- 

Before me : woman is her name, of man 

Extracted : for this caufe he (hall forgo ■ , 

Father and mother, and t’ his wife adhere ; ' 

And thoy fliall be one flefh, one heart, one foul. 

She heard me thus, and tho’ divinely brought, y»o 


Yet innocence, and virgin modefty, 

Her virtue, . and the confcience of her worth, 

That would be woo’d, and not unfought be won, 

Not obvious, not obtrulive, but retir’d. 

The more defirable : or, to fay all, yoj* 

Nature her felf ("though pure of iinful thought) 

Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, flie turn’d. 

I follow’d her ; (he what was honor knew. 

And with obfequious majefty approv’d, 

My pleafed reafon. — To the nuptial bow’r fio 

I fed her blufhing like the morn: all heav’n, 

And happy conftellations, on that hour 

Shed their fele&eft influence : the earth f 1 

Gave fign of gratulation, and each hill: r 

Joyous the birds ; frefh gales, and gentle airs fif 

Whifper’d it to the woods, and from their wings 

Flung rofe, flung odors from the fpicy fhrub, 

Difporting! till the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal, and bid hafte the ev’ning ftar 
Qq his hill-top, to light the bridal lamp. $2® 

Thus 1 have told thee all my ftatc, and brought 
My ftory to the fum of earthly blifs, 

Which I enjoy ; and muft confefs to find 
Ja all things eli’e delight indeed, but fuch 

. As, 
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A* us’d or not, works in the mind no change, jif 
Nor vehement defire ; rhefe delicacies 
I mean of tafte, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits, and flow’rs. 
Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 
Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranfported touch : here paflion firft I felr, 

Commotion ftrange! in all enjoyments elie 
Superior, and unmov’d ; here only weak, 

Againft the charm of beauty’s powerful glance. 

Or nature, fail’d in me, and left fome part 
Not proof enough fuch objedt to fuftain; 

Or from my fide lubdufting, took perhaps 
More than enough : at lead, on her be (bow’d 
Too much of ornament ; in outward fhew 
Elaborate, of inward lefs exadt. 

For well I underftand in the prime end 
Of nature, her th’ inferior, in the mind 
And inward faculties, which mod excel : 

In outward alio her refembling left 
His image who made both ; and left exprdTing 
The character of that dominion giv’n 
O’er other creatures. Yet, when I approach 
Her loveiinefs, lo abfolute fhe feems 
And in her felf complete, fo well to know 
Her own j that what fhe wills to do or lay. 

Seems wiled, virtuoufed, difereted, bed : 

All higher knowledge in her prefence fells 
Degraded ; wifdom in difcourle with her 
Loles difcount’nanc’d, and like folly fhews: 

Authority and realbn on her wait, 

As one intended firft, not after made 
Occafionally: and (to confummate all) 

Grearnefe of mind, and noblenefs, their feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard Angelic plac’d. 

• .i tiV, -;.>j u, , :>V.?4 sis 3 
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To whom the Angel with contra&ed brow. j6o 

Accufe not nature, flic hath done her part » 

Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wifdom : flie deferts thee not, it thou 
Difmifs not her, when moft thou netd’ft her. nigh; 

By attributing over-much to things f6f 

Lefs excellent, as thou thy felt pcweiv’ft. 

For what admir'd thou, what tranfports thee fo? 

An outiide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherifhing, thy honoring, and thy love ; 

Not thy fubje&ioa. Weigh with her thy fclfj $70 
Then value : oft-times nothing profits more 
Than felf-eftcem, grounded on juft and right. 

Well manag’d : of that skill the more thou know’ft. 

The more fhe will acknowledge thee her Head, 

And to realities yield all her Shews : $"] f 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more ; 

So awful, that with honor thou may’ft love 

Thy mate; who fees, when thou art feen leaft wife. 

But if the fcnfe of Touch, whereby mankind 

Is propagated, feera fuch dear delight /So 

Beyond all other; think the fame vouchfaf’d 

To cattel, and each beaft; which would not be 

To them made common, and divulg’d, if ought 

Therein enjoy’d were worthy to fubdue 

The foul of man, or paflion in him move. } 8 y 

What higher in her fociety thou findft 

Attra&ive, human, rational, love ftill; 

In loving thou doft well, in pailion not ; 

Wherein true love confifts not. Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his feat 
In reafon, and is judicious ; is the fcale 
By which to heav’nly love thou may’ft afeend ; 

Not funk in carnal pleafurc; for which caufe, v. 

Among the beafts no mate for thee was found. 

To 
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To whom thus, half abafh’d, Adam reply’d, S9S 
Neither her out- fide form’d fo fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds, 

("Though higher of the genial bed by far, 

And with myflerious reverence I deem,) 

So much delights me, as thofe graceful a&s, 6&o 

Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow , 

From all her words, and a£lions, mix’d with love. 

And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign’d 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul ; s' 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair, 

More grateful than harmonious found to th’ ear. 

Yet thefe fubjeft not : I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel ; not therefore foil’d; 

Who meet with various objects, firpm the fenfe 
Varioufly repreienting; yet Hill free, - 6 1 « 

Approve the be ft, and follow what I approve. 

To love thou blam’ft me not ; for love thou fiy’ft 
Leads up to heav’n, is both the way and guide > 

Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask: / 

Love not the heav’nly fpirits? And how their love 6tf 
Exprefs they ? By looks only ? Or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 

To whom the Angel, (with a fmile that glow’d 
Coeleftial roiy-red, love’s proper hue) 

Anfwer’d. Let it fuffice thee that thou know’ft 6i» 
Us happy, and without love no happinefs. 

Whatever pure thou in thy body enjoy ’ft, 

(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence: and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclufive bars : 

Eafier than air with air, if fpirits embrace. 

Total they mix ; union of pure with pure 
Defuing : nor reftrain’d conveyance need, 

L (, As 
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As flefh to mix with flelh, or foul with foul. 

But I can now no more: the parting fun 630 

Beyond the earth’s green Cape, and verdant ifles, 
Hesperean fcts, my fignal to depart. 

Be ftrong, live happy, and love » But, firft of all, 

JHM, Whom to love is to obey,' and keep 
His great command : take heed left paflion fway 63$* 
Thy Judgment to do ought, which elfe free will 
Would not admit : thine, and of all thy fons, 

The weal or woe in thee is plac’d ; beware ! 

1 m thy perfcvering fhall rejoyce, 

And all the Bleft. Stand faft ! to ftand or fall 640 
Free in thine own arbitrement it lies : 

Perfect within, no outward aid requires. 

And all temptation to trangrefs repel. 


So faying, he arofe : whom Adam thus 
Follow’d with bcnedidiion. Since to part! 

Go heav’nly gueft, ethereal meflenger, 

Sent from Whole fov’reign goodnefs I adore ! 
Gentle to me, and affable, hath been 
Thy condefcenfioa, and fhall be honor’d ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind, 

Be good, and friendly ftill, and oft return ! 

So parted they, the Angel up to heav’n 
From the thick fhade, and Adam to his bow'r. 


¥he end of the Eighth Book , 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Satan having compaft tht earth, with meditated guile re- 
turns as a mft by night into Paradife, and enters into 
the ferpent fteepmg. Adam and Eve m tht morning go 
forth to their labors, which Eve propofts to divide in fe- 
deral places, each laboring apart : Adam confents not,- 
alleging the danger left that enemy, of whom they were 
forewarn'd, ftsoutd attempt her found alone : Eve, (loth 
to be thought not circumfpebl or firm enough) urges her 
going apart, the rather defirous to make tryal of her 
ftrength ; Adam at laft yields : the ferpent finds her a- 
lone-, his fubtile approach, fir ft gazing,- then /peaking, 
with much flattery extolling Eve above all other Crea- 
tures. Eve, wond ring to hear the ferpent J peak , asks 
how he attain'd to human fpeech, and fuch undemand- 
ing not ’till now ; the ferpent anfwers, that by tafting of 
a certain tree in the garden he attain'd both to fpeech 
and reafon , ’till then void of both: Eve requires him to 
bring her to that tree , and finds it to be the Tree of 
Knowledge forbidden ; the ferpent, now grown bolder, 
with many wiles and arguments induces her at length to 
eat ; fhe, pleas’d with the tafte, deliberates a-while whe- 
ther to impart thereof to Adam, or not : at laft brings 
him of the fruit, relates what perfuaded her to eat 
thereof: Adam at firft amaz'd, but perceiving her loft, 
Ttfolves (through vehemence of love) to perifh with her, ~ 
and extenuating the trefpafs eats alfo of the fruit : the 
effects thereof in them both : they feek to cover their na - 
kednefs; then fall to variance, and accufation of one ano- 
ther. 
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O more of talk where God, or Angel-gueft, 
With Man, as with his friend, familiar us’d 
To fit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repaft; permitting him the while 
Venial difcourfe un-blam’d. I now muft 
change * f 

Thofe notes to tragic! Foul diftruft, and breach 
Difloyal on the part of man, revolt, 

And difobedience : on the part of heav’n 
(Now alienated !) diftance, and diftafte, 

Anger, and juft rebuke, and judgement giVn," 

That brought into this world a world of woe* 

Sin, and her fhadow Death, and mifery 

Death’s harbinger. Sad task ! yet argument 

Not lefs, but more, heroic than the wrath 

Of ftern Achilles on his foe perfu’d >-• ' 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall; or rage 

Of 
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Of Turnus for Lavinia difefpous’d. 

Or Neptune’s ire, or J u n o that fo long 
Perplex’d the Greek, and Cytherea’s Ion: 
If anfwerable ftyle I can obtain 
Of my coelertial patronefs, who deigns 
Her nightly vilitation unimplor’d, 

And di&ates to me flumbring; or infpircs 
Eafie my unpremeditated verfe: 

Since firft this fubjed for Heroic Song 
Pleas’d me, long chuling, and beginning late ; 

Not fedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only argument 
Heroic deem’d ; chief maft’ry to difled 
With long and tedious havock fabled Knights 
In battels feign’d: ('the better fortitude 
Of patience, and Heroic Martyrdom, 

Unfung) or to deferibe races, and games, 

Or tilting furniture, emblaz-on’d (hields, 

Imprcfles quaint, caparifons, and Heeds; 

Bales, and tinfel trappings, gorgious Knights 
At jouft, and tornanjent ; then mar (bal’d feaft. 
Serv’d up in hall with fewers, and fcnefhals: 

The skil of artifice, or office, mean ! 

Not that which juftly gives Heroic name 
To perfon, pr to poem. Me (of thefe 
Nor skill’d, nor ftudious) higher argument 
Remains ; (efficient of itfelf to raife 
That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 
Depreft: and much they may, if all be mine. 
Not hers, wbo brings it nightly to my ear. 

The fun was funk, and after him the ftar 
Of H e s p e r u ?, whofe office is to bring 

Twilight upon tic earth (Ihort arbiter 
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’Twixt day and night) and now, from end to end, v 
Night’s hemifphere had veil’d th’ horizon round: 

When Satan who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv’d 
In meditated fraud, and malice, bent f f 

On man’s deftru&ion, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs return’d. 

By night he fled, and at midnight return’d 
From compafling the earth ; cautious of day. 

Since Uriel, regent of the fun, defcry’d <o 

His entrance, and forewarn’d the Cherubim, 

That kept their watch: thence full of anguifh driv’n* 

The fpace of fev’n continu’d nights he rode 
With darknefs; thrice the equino&ial Line 
He circled; four times crofs’d the car of Night 6$ 

From Pole to Pole, traverfing each Colure ; 

On th’ eighth return’d, and on the coaft averfe 
From entrance, or Cherubic watch, by ftealth 
Found unfufpctl^d way. There was a place, 69 

Now not (tho’ fin, not time, firft wrought the change) 
Where T 1 g r i s, at the foot of Faradife, 

Into a gulph (hot under-ground, ’till part 
Rofe tip a fountain by the Tree of Life. 

In with the river funk, and with it rofe 
Satan, involv’d in riling mift; then fought 
Where to lie hid: fea he had fearch’d, and land, 

From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 
M je o t 1 s, up beyond the river O b : 

Downward as far Antartic : and in Length, 

Weft from Orontes, to the ocean barr’d So 

At D a r 1 e n : thence, to the land where flows 
Ganges, and Indus. Thus the orb he roam’d 
With narrow fearch; and with infpe&ion deep 
Conflder’d every creature, which of all 
Molt opportune might ferve las wiles; and found 8 f 
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The frrpent fubtleft bead of all the field. 

Him after long debate (irrefolute 1 

Of thoughts revolv’d,) his final fentence chofe 

Fit vcflel, fitted imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark fuggedions hide 90 

From fharpeft light : for in the wily fnake 

Whatever Heights, none would fufpicious mark. 

As from his wit and native fubtilty 
Proceeding; which in other beads obfrrv’d 
Doubt might beget of diabolic pow’r, pp 

ACtive within, beyond the frnfe of brute. 

Thus he refblv’d, but firft from inward grief 
His burding paflion into plaints thus pour’d: 


O earth, how like to heav’n • if not prefer’d 
More juftly, feat worthier of gods, as built io» 

With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 

For what God after better, worie would build ? 

Terreftrial heav’n, danc’d round by other heav’ns 
That fhine, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 

Light above light, for thee alone, as feems, iop • 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facred influence/ As G od in heav’n 
Is centre, yet extends to all; fo thou 
Centring, receiv’d from all thofe orbs: in thee, 

Not in themfrlves, all their known virtue appears i im 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 
Of creatures animate with gradual life. 

Of growth, fenie, reafon, all fumm’d up in Man ! 

With what delight could I have walk’d the round. 

If I could joy in ought.* fweet interchange up 

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains ! 

Now land, now fra, and fliores with forefl crown’d, 

Rocks, dens, and caves! But I in none of thefe 
Find place or refuge : and the more I fee 

r ’Plea-* 
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Pleasures about me, fo much more I feci ut 

Torment within me, as from the hateful liege 

Of contraries : all good to me becomes 

Bnne; and in heav’n much worle would be my date. 

But neither here leek I, no nor in heav’n 
To dwell, unlefs by maft’ring heav’n’s Supreme : 

Nor hope to be my felf lefs miserable 
By what I leek, but others to make luch 
As I, though thereby worle to me redound. 

. For only in deftroying l find eale 
To my relentlefs thoughts ; and him deftroy’d, 

Or won to what may work his utter bfs. 

For whom all this was made; all this will foon 
Follow, as to him link’d in weal or woe; 

In woe then! that deftruftion wide may range. 

To me (hall be the glory foie among 
Th’ infernal Pow’rs, in one day to have marr’d 
What he Almighty ftyl’d, fix nights and days 
Continu’d making ; and who knows how long 
Before had been contriving? though perhaps 
Not longer than fince I, in one night, freed 140 

From lervitude inglorious well nigh half 
Th’ Angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers. He, to be aveng’d. 

And to repair His numbers thus impair’d; 

Whether fuch virtue fpent of old now fail’d 14^ 

More Angels to create (if they at lead 
Are His created) or, to fpite us more. 

Determin’d to advance into our room 
A creature form’d of earth, and him endow, 

(Exalted from fo bale original ]) ifo 

With heav’nly fpoils; our fpoils. What He decreed. 

He effe£led ; Min He made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his fear, 

Him Lord pronounc’d; and, O indignity 1 

Subfi 
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Subjected to his fervice Angel- wings, iyy 

And flaming, minifters, to watch and tend 
Their earthy charge. Of theft the vigilance 
I dread, and to elude, thus wrap’d in mift 
Of midnight vapor glide obfeure, and pry 
In every bufh, and brake, where hap may find 160 
The ferpent fleeping ; in whole mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul defeent! that I, who erft contended 

With Gods to fit the higheft, am now conflrain’d 

Into a bead, and mix’d with beftial flime, 16 f 

This efl'ence to incarnate and imferutCj 

That to the height of Deity afpir’d ! 

But what will not ambition, and revenge, 

Defcend to ? who afpires, mull down as low. 

As high he loar’d; obnoxious, firft or laft, 170 

To baled things. Revenge, at firft though fwcet. 

Bitter e’er long back on it ftif recoiles: 

Let its I reck not, fo it light well aim’d! 

Since higher I fall Ihort, on him who next 1 
Provokes my envy (this new favorite iff 

Of heav’n, this man of clay, fon of defpite, 

Whom, us the more to fpite, his maker rais’d 
From dull) ipite then with fpite is bed repaid. 


So faying, through each thicket, dank or dry, 

Like a black mift low creeping, he held on 180 

His midnight-fearch, where iboneft he might find 
The ferpent: him fall-fleeping foon he found, 

In labyrinth of many a round ftlf-rowl’d} 

His- head the mid ft, well-ftor’d with lubtil wiles: 

Not yet in horrid (hade, or difmal den, i8y 

Nor nocent yet} but, on the grafly herb, 

Fearlefs un-fear’d he llept. In at his mouth" 

The Devil enter’d > and his brutal icnft, 

* . (In 
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(In heart, or head) pofleffing, Toon infpir’d 

With a£fc inteiligential : but his fleep 19© 

Difturb’d not, waiting dole th’ approach of morn. 

Now when as facred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flow’rs, that breath’d 
Their morning incenfe, when all things that breathe, 

From th’ earth’s great altar lend up lilent praile igf 

To the Creator, and his noftrils fill 

With grateful fmell, forth came the human pair, 

And join’d their vocal worfhip to the choir 
Of creatures wanting voice : that done, partake 
The leafon, prime for fweeteft fcents and airs: 100 

Then commune, how that day they belt may ply 
Their growing work ('for much their work out-grcw 
The hands difpatch of two, gard’ning fo wide) 

And Eve firft to her husband thus began. 

»••• * t K y 

Adam, well may we labor ftill to drefs ioy 

This garden, ftill to tend plant, herb and flow’r, 

Our plealant task in join’d i but ’till more hands 

Aid us, the work under our labor grows 

Luxurious by reftraint : what we by day 

Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 2 1© 

One night or two with wanton growth derides, 

Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advife. 

Or hear what to my mind firft thoughts prefent : 

Let us divide our labors: thou, where choice 

Leads thee, or where mod needs, whether to wind aif 

The woodbine round this arbor, or diredfc 

The clafping ivy where to climb : while I, • 

In yonder fpring of rofes, intermix’d 
With myrtle, find what to redrefs till noon. 

For while fo near each each other thus all day . 210 

Our task we chufe, what wonder if fo near 
. . \ Looks 
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Ix>oks intervene, and fmiles, or obje& new 
Cafual difcourfc draw on} which intermits 
Our day’s-work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th’ hour of fupper comes un-earn’d. say 

To whom mild anfwer Adam thus return’d. 

Sole Eve, aflociate foie, to me beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures dear! 

Well haft thou motion’d, well thy thoughts employ’d, 
How we might beft fulfil the work, which here 
God hath alTign’d us; nor of me (halt pals 
Unprais’d : (Tor nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to ftudy houfliold good, 

And good works in her husband to promote.,) 

Yet not lo ftri&ly hath our Lord impos’d 
Labor, as to debar us when we need 
Refrelhment, whether food, or talk between, 

('Food of the mind) c* this fweet intercourfe 
Of looks and fmiles, for finiles from reafon flow. 

To brute deny’d, and are of love the food ; 

Love, not the loweft end of human life. 

For not to irkfome toil, but to delight 
He made us, and delight to reafon join’d. 

The paths, and bow’rs, doubt not but our joint-hands 
Will keep from wiklemefs with eafe, as wide 24 f 

As we need walk ; tiil younger hands c’cr-Iong 
Aflift us. But, if much convcrfe perhaps 
Thee latiate, to (hort ablence I could yield : 

(For folitude lomedmes is beft fociety. 

And (hort retirement urges fweet return.) 2y# 

But, other doubt poflefles me ; left harm 

Befall thee lever’d from me: for thou know’ll 

What hath been warn'd us, what malicious foe 

Envying our happinefs, and of his own 

Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and fliame iff 

■ .1 By 
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By fly aflault; and fomewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His with, and beft advantage, us afunder; 

Hopelefs to circumvent us join’d, where each 

To other fpeedy aid might lend at need : a 6# 

Whether his firft defign be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God; or to diflurb 

Conjugal love; than which perhaps no blifs 

Enjoy’d by us excites his envy more: 

Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide i 6 f 

That gave thee being, ftill (hades thee and proteft*. 

The wife, where danger, or diflionor lurks, 

Safeft and (eemiieft by her husband flays. 

Who guards her, or with her the worft indures. 

To whom the virgin- majefty of E v e, - *7# 

As one who loves, and fome unkindnefr meets. 

With fweet auftere compofure thus reply’d. 

Off-fpring of heav’n and earth, and all earth’s Lord* 
That fuch an enemy we have, who leeks 
Our ruip, both by thee inform’d I learn, 27J} 

And from the parting Angel over-heard; 

- As in a fliady nook I flood behind, 

Juft then return’d at (hut of ev’ning flow’rs. 

But that thou fhouldft my firmnefs therefore doubt 
To G o d or Thee, becaufe we have a foe 18* 

May tempt it, I expefted not to hear. 

His violence thou fear’ft not, being fuch 
As we (not capable of death, or pain) 

Can either not receive, or can repel. 

His fraud is then thy fear; which plain infers 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith, and love. 

Can by his fraud be flaaken or (educ’d ; 

Thoughts, which how found they harbor in thy breaft, 
Adam, mif-thought of her to thee fo dear? 

Tc 
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To whom with healing words Adam reply’d. 290 
Daughter of G on and Man, immortal Eve! 

For luch thou art, from iin and blame entire : 

Not diffident of thee do I difiuadc 

Thy abfence from my light, but to avoid 

Th’ attempt it felf, intended by our foe: 199 

For he who tempts, though in vain, at leaft afperfes 

The tempted with dilhonor foul; fuppos'd 

Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 

Againft temptation. Thou thy lelf with fcorn, 

And anger, would’tl relent the affer’d wrong, 300 

Though inefiedtual found : mifdeem not then, 

If fuch affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; 

Or daring, firft on me th’ aflault (hall light. 309 

Nor thou his malice and fallc guile contemn : 

Subtile he needs mult be, who could feduce 
Angels: nor think iuperfluous other aid. 

I, from the influence of Thy looks, receive 
Accefs in every virtue; in thy light 310 

More wife, more watchful, frronger, (if need were 
Of outward flrength) while fhame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome, or over-reach'd, 

Would utmoft vigor rail'e, and rais’d unite. 

Why Ihouldit not tbou like lenfe within thee feel 319 
When I am prefent, and the tryal chufe 
With me, bell witnefs of thy virtue try’d? 

So fpake domellic A d a m in his care, 

And matrimonial love : but Eve, who thought 

Lefs attributed to her faith lincere, 31* 

Thus her reply with accent fwcet renew’d. 


If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit flraiten’d by a foe, 
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SubciJe or violent-, we not indu’d 
- Single with like defence, where-ever met; 

How are we happy, Uhl in fear of harm? 

But harm precedes not /in : only our foe 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul efteem 
Of our integrity : his foul efteem 
Sticks no difhonor on our front, but turns 
-Foul on himfelf: then wherefore fhunn’d or fear’d 
By us ? who rather double honor gain 
From his furmife prov’d falfe, find peace within. 
Favor from heav’n, our witnefs, from th’ event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue unaflay’d 
Alone, without exterior help fuftain’d ? 

Let us not then fufpedt our happy ftate 
Left fb impcrfe& by the Maker wife. 

As not fecure to Angle, or combin’d; 

Frail is our iiappineis, if this be fo, 

And Eden were no Eden thus expos’d*- 

t whom thus Adam fervently reply’d. 

O woman ! beft are all things as the will 
Of God ordain’d them: His creating hand 
Nothing imperfaft or deficient left, 

Of all that he created; much lefs man. 

Or ought that might his happy ftate fecure: 

Secure from outward force; within himfelf 
The danger lyes, yet lyes within hispow’r. 
Againft his will he can receive no harm; 

But God left free the will; for what obeys 
Reafon, is free ; and rcafon he made right : 

But bid her well beware, and (tillered; 

Left by fome fair appearing-good fiirpriVd, 

She dictate falfe, and mifinform the will 
To do what God exprefly hath forbid. 

Not then miftruft,. but tender love injoins. 
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That I flaould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 

Firm we fubiift, yet poffible to fwerve, 

Since reafon not impoflible may meet 
Some fpecious objett, by the foe fuborn’d 5 
And fall into deception unaware, 

Not keeping drifted watch, as (he was warn’d. 

Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 
Were better ; and mod likely, if from me 
Thou fever not ; tryal will come unfought. 

Wouldft thou approve thy conftancy ? approve 
Firft thy obedience; th’ other who can know, 

Not feeing thee attempted ? who atteft ? 

But if thou think, tryal unfought may find 
Us both fecurer, than thus warn’d thou feem’ft — 

Go! for thy day, not free, abfents thee more; 

Go in thy native innocence ! rely 
On what thou haft of virtue ; fummon all : 

For God tow'rds thee hath done His part,do thine. 

So fpake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 37 6 
Perfifted, yet fubmifs, though lad, reply’d. 

With thy permidion then, and thus forewarn’d. 

Chiefly by what thy own lad reafoning words 
Touch’d only; that our tryal, when lead fought, 38® 
May find us both perhaps far left prepar’d, 

The willinger I go : not much expert 
A foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek ; 

So bent, the more (hall lhame him his repuHe. 

Thus faying, from her husband’s hand her hand 38/ 
Soft (he withdrew ; and like a Wood-Nymph light 
Ore as, or Dryad, or of Delia’s train, 

Betook her to the groves: but Delia’s fclf 
In gait furpafs’d, and Goddcfs‘like deport ; 

Though 
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Though not, as {he, with bow and quiver arm’d; 39* 
But with fuch gard’ning-tools as art, yet rude, 

Guiltlefs of fire had form’d, or Angels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona thus adorn’d, 

Likelieft ihe feem’d, ("Pomona, when {he fled 
Vertumnus) or to Ceres in her prime, 39? 
Yet virgin of Proserpina from J*ove, ° 

Her long with ardent look his eye perfu’d 
Delighted, but defiring more her flay: 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated ; {he to him as oft engag’d _ 

To be return’d by noon amid the bow’r ; 

And all things in beft order, to invite 
Noontide repaft, or afternoon’s repofe. 

O much deceiv’d, much failing, (haplefs Eve!) 

Of thy prefum’d return ! event perverfe! „ W 
Thou never from that hour in Paradile 
Foundft either fweet repaft, or found repofe! 

Such ambufh, laid among fweet flow’rs, and (hades. 
Waited with hellifli rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or fend thee back , l# 

Defpoil’d of innocence, of faith, of blifs ! - — 

For now, and fincc firft break of dawn, the fiend, 
(Mere ferpent in appearance) forth was come, 

And on his queft, where likelieft he might find 
The only two of mankind; but in them ' 

The whole included race, his purpos’d prey. 

In bow’r, and field he fought, where any tuft 
Of grove, or garden-plot more pleafant lay, 

Their tendance, or plantation for delight, 

By fountain, or by fhady rivulet. 

He fought them both, but wifli’d his hap might find 
Eve feparate ; he wifli’d, but not with hope 
Of what fo feldom chanc’d: when to his wifh. 

Beyond his hope, Eve feparate he fpies. 

Veil’d 
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Veil’d in a cloud of fragrance, where flie Hood, 417 
Half-lpy’d, lb thick the rofes bufhing round 
About her glow’d} half-ftooping to lupport 
Each flow’r of (lender ftalk, whole head though gay 
Carnation, purple, a'/.ure, or fpcck’d with gold, 

Hung drooping unfudain’d j them lhc upftays 450 

Gently with myrtle-band} mindlefs the while 
Her lelf, though faired unfupported flow’r, 

From her bed prop fo far, and dorm lb nigh? 

Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers’d 
Of datclied covert, cedar, pine, or palm} 43? 

Then voluble and bold} now hid, now ieen. 

Among thick- woven arborcts and flow’rs 
Imborder’d on each bank, the hand of Eve: 

(Spot more delicious ! than thole gardens feign’d 

Or of reviv’d A don 1 s; or renown’d 440 

Alcinous, hod of old Laertes’ S on} 

Or that, not my die, where the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with his fair & c y r t i a n fpoufe.) 

Much he the place admir’d, the perlon more: 

4s one who long in populous city pent, 447 

Where houfes thick, and fewers, annoy the air. 

Forth ifluing on a fummer’s mom, to breathe 
Among the pleafant villages, and farms 
Adjoyn’d, from each thing met conceives delight} 

The Imeil of grain, or tedded grafs, or kinc, 47# 

Or dairy, each rural light, each rural lbund } 

If chance, with Nymph- like Aep, fair virgin pals. 
What pleafing leem’d, for her now pleafes more} 

She mod, and in her look fums all delight : 

Such pleafure took the ferpent to behold 477 

This flow’ry Plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 
•-Thus early, thus alone : her heav’nly form 
Angelic, (but more foft, and feminine) 

Her graceful innocence, her every air 

or 
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Of gefturc, dr leaft adlion, overaw’d 46© 

His malice, and, with rapine fweetf bercav’d 
His fiercenefs of the fierce intent it brought. 

That fpace the Evil One abftra&ed ftood 
From his own evil, and for the time remain’d, 

Stupidly good ; of enmity difarm’d, 4 < 5 / 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge: 

But the hot hell that always in him burns, 

Though in mid- heav'd, foon ended his delight ; 

And tortures him now more, the more he fees 
Of pleafure not for him ordain’d : then foon 470 

Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mifchick gratulating, thus excites. 


Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! with what Avect 
Compuliion thus tranlported, to forget 
What hither brought us ! Hate ; not love, nor hope 47 f 
Of Paradife for hell, hope here to tafte 
Of pleafure, but all pleafure to deftroy, 

Save what is in deftroying ; other joy 
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs 
Occalion which now fmiles, behold alone 480 

The woman, opportune to all attempts! 

Her husband (for I view far round) not nigh, 

Whofe higher intellectual more I lhun, 

And ftrength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreftrial mold, 48$* 

Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound : 

I not: (To much hath hell debas’d, and pain 
Infeebled me, to what I was in heav’n!) 

She fair, divinely fair! fit love for Godsi 

Not terrible : though terror be in love, 490 

And beauty, not approach’d by ftronger hate ; 

Hate, ftronger under fhew of love well feign’d i 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. 

So 
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So fpake the enemy of mankind, inclos’d 
In ferpent, inmate bad ! and toward Eve 495* 

Addrefi’d his way : not with indented wave, 

Prone on the ground, as fince; but on his rear, 

Circular bafe of riling fouldi, that tow’rd 

Fould above fould, a furging maze ! His bead - 

Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; poo 

With burnifh’d neck of verdant gold, ered 

Amidft his circling fpires, that on the grafs 

Floated redundant : pleating was his fliape. 

And lovely ! Never tiocc of ferpent-kind 
Lovelier ; not thofc that in Illyria chang’d ff 
Hermione, and Cadmus; or the God 
In Epidaurus: nor, to which transform’d 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was feen i 
He, with Olympias; This, with her who bore 
Scipio the height of Roms. With trad oblique ji* 
At firft, (as one who fought accefs, but fear’d 
To interrupt) tide long he works his way: 

As when a (hip, by skilful (leers- man wrought 
Nigh river’s mouth, or fore-land, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo (leers, and fliifts her fail: f if 

So vary’d he, and of his tortuous train 
Curl’d many a wanton wreath, in tight of Eve, 

To lure her eye : (lie bulled, heard the found 
Of rutting leaves, but minded not, as us’d 
To fuch difport* before her through the Field, Jlo 

From every bead ; more duteous at her call. 

Than at C 1 r c e a n call the herd dilguis’d. 

He bolder now, uncall’d before her (lood ; 

But as io gaze admiring : oft he bow’d 

His turret crett, and tteck-enamel’d neck, fig 

Fawning, aod lick’d the ground whereon (he trod. 

His gentle dumb expreflion turn’d at length 
The eye .of E v e, to roaik his play j he glad 


BooklX. Paradise Lost* 243 

Of her attention gain’d ( with ferpent-tongue 
. Organic, or impulfe of vocal air) f 30 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, fov’reign Midrefs! if perhaps 
Thou cand, who art foie wonder ; much lefs arm 
Thy looks, the heav’n of mildnefs, with difdain, 

Dii'pleas’d that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Infatiate ; I thus (ingle; nor have fear’d 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir’d. 

Faireft refemblance of thy Maker fair! 

Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 

By gift, and thy coeledial beauty adore, 5-4.0 

With ravifhment beheld ! there bed beheld, 

Where univerfally admir’d: but here 
In this inclofure wild, thefe beads among, 

(Beholders rude, and (hallow to difeern 

Half what in Thee is fair) one man except, 5-4^ 

Who fees thee? and what is one! who fhouldd be fcen 

A Goddefs among Gods, ador’d and ferv’d 

By Angels numberlefs, thy daily train. 

So gloz’d the tempter, and his proem tun’d : 

Into the heart of Eve his words made way, yjo « 

Though at the voice much marvelling : at length. 

Not un-amaz’d, (he thus in anfwer fpakc. 

What may this mean ? Language of man pronounc’d 

By tongue of brute, and human lenfe expreft ? 

The fird, at lead, of thefe I thought deny’d 
To beads ; whom God, on their creation-day. 

Created mute to all articulate found : 

The latter I demur; for in their looks 
Much reafon, antF in their a&ions. oft appears. 

Thee, ferpent, fubtil’d bead of all the field 
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I knew, but not with human voice indu’d. 

Redouble then this miracle, 3nd lay, 

How earn’d thou fpeakable of mure ; and how 
To me lb friendly grown above the reft 
,Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight? 

Say ! for fuch wonder claims attention due. 

To whom the guileful tempter thus reply’d : 

Emprefs of this fair world, refplcndent Eve! 

Eafy to me it is to tell thee all 

What thou command’d ; and right thou fhouldft be obey’d. 
J was at firft as other bcafts that grate J 7 1 

The trodden herb, of abjedt thoughts and low, 

As was my food ; nor ought but food dilccrn’d. 

Or lex ; and apprehended nothing high. 

Till on a day roving the field, I chanc'd jjf 

A goodly tree far-diftant to behold, 

Loaden with fruit of faireft colors mix’d, 

Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaze } 

When from the boughs a lavoury odor blown. 

Grateful to appetite ! more pleas’d my fenfc jSo 

Than fmell of fweeteft fenel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat, dropping with milk at ev’n, .. 
Unfuck’d of lamb, or kid, that tend their play. 

To fatisfy the {harp delire 1 had 
Of tafting thofe fair apples, I rdolv’d 
Not to defer: hunger and thirft at once, 

Pow’rful perfuaders ! quicken’d at the (cent ( 

Of that alluring fruit, urg’d me lb keen. 

About the molTy trunk I wound me foon; 

(For, high from ground, the branches would require y<>o 
Thy utmoft reach, or Adam’sJ round the tree 
All other hearts that law, with like defire * 

Longing and envying flood, but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting 
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Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 
I fpar’d not ; for fuch pleafure till that hour 
At feed, o; fountain, never had I found. 

Sated at length, e’er-long 1 might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of reafon in my inward pow’rs; and fpeech 
Wanted not long ; though to this fhape retain’d. 
Thenceforth to {peculations high, or deep, 

I turn’d my thoughts ; and with capacious mind 
Conlider’d all things viiible in hcav’n, 

Or earth, or middle; all things fair, and good: 
But all that fair, and good, in Thy divine 
Semblance, and in Thy beauty’s hcav’nly ray. 
United I beheld : no Fair to Thine 
Equivalent, or fecond ! which compell’d 
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worfliip Thee, of right declar’d 
Sov’reign of creatures, univerfal dame! 

So talk’d the fpirited fly fnake: and Eve, 
Yet mote amaz’d, unwary thus reply’d. 
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Serpent! thy over-praifing leaves in doubt 61 j 

The virtue of that fruit, in thee firft prov’d. 

But fay, where gro\vs the tree, from hence how far ?. 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradife, and various yet unknown 
To us, in fuch abundance lyes our choice, 6a* 

As leaves a greater (lore of fruit untouch’d : 

Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provifion.and more hands 
Help to disburden nature of her birth. 


To whom the wily adder, blithe and ghd. 
Emprefs ! the way is ready, and not long 5 
• M x 
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Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 

Fall by a fountain, one (mail thicket pad 
Of blowing myrrh, and balm : if thou accept 
My conduit, I can bring thee thither foon. <S$* 

Lead then, faid Eve. He leading fwiftly rowl’d 
In tangles, and made intricate fcem (trait. 

To milchicf (wift: hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creft : as when a wandring fire, 

Compaft of unltuous vapor, which the night Ctf 
Condenfes, and the cold invirons round, 

Kindled through agitation to a flame, 

(Which oft, they fay, fome evil fpirit attends.,) 

Havering, and blazing with delufive light, 

Miileads th’ amaz’d night-wanderer from his way 
.Through bogs, and mires, and oft thro’ pond or pool. 
There (wallow’d up and loft, from fuccour far: 

So glifter’d the dire fnake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe : «4 S 

Which when (he faw, thus to her guide (he fpake. 

Serpent, we might hive fpar’d our coming hither, 
Fruitlefs to me, though fruit be here to excels : 

The credit of whofe virtue reft with thee; 

Wondrous indeed, it caufe of fuch effe&s! 

But of this tree we may not tafte, nor touch, 

God (o commanded i and left that command 
Sole daughter of His voice: the reft, we livo 
Law to our felves, our rcafon is our law. 

To whom the tempter guilefully reply’d, 

Indeed! Hath Goo then faid that of the fruit 
Of all thefe garden-trees ye (hall not eat, 

Yet Lords declar’d of all in earth, or air ? 

T® 
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To whom thus Eve, yet finlefs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the Garden we may eats 66 * 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidft 
The Garden, God hath faid, Ye (hall not eat 
Thereof, nor (hall ye touch it, left ye die. 

She fcarce had faid, tho’ brief, when now more bold 
The tempter (but with ftiew of zeal, and love 66p 
To man, and indignation at his wrong,) 

New part puts on ; and as to paflion mov’d, 

Fiufluates difturb’d, yet comely, and in a<£l 
Rais’d, at of fome great matter to begin. 

As 'when of old fome Orator renown’d, 670 

In Athens, or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flouri fil’d (fince mute! ) to fome great caufe addreft, 
Stood in himfelf collected ; while each part. 

Morion, each a<fr, won audience, e’er the tongues 
Sometimes in height began, as no delay 
Of preface brooking, through his zeal of right : r 
So (landing/ moving, or to height up-grown. 

The tempter all im-pafiion’d thus began. 

O facred, wife, and wifdom-giving plant, 

Mother of fcience \ now 1 feel thy pow’r 
Within me clear ; not only to difeern 
Things in their caufes, but to trace the ways 
Of higheft agents, deem’d however wife. 

Queen of this univerfe ! do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death : ye fhall not die : 

How (hould ye ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge: by the threarner ? Look on me. 

Me! who have touch’d, and tafled; yet both live. 

And life more perfect have attain’d than fate 
Meant roe, by venturing higher than my lot. 

Shall that be fhut to man, which to the bead 
y , • - M 4 
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Is open ? Or will God incenfe his ire 
Tor fuch a petty trefpals, and not praifc 
Rather your dauntlefs virtue, whom the pain 
Of de2th denounc’d (whatever thing death be) 

Deter ’d not from atchieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil ? 

Of good, how juft ? cf evil, (it what is evil 
Be real) why not known, fince ealier fliunn’d ? 

Gon therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft : 70* 

Not juft, not God; not fear’d then, nor obey’d: 

Your fear it felf of death removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid? Why, but to awe; 

Why, bur to keep ye low and ignorant, 

His worlhippers : He knows that in the day 70JP 

You eat thereof, your eyes (that feem fo clear. 

Yet are but dim) (hall perfectly be then 
Open’d and clear’d : and ye (hall be as Gods, 

Knowing both Good and Evil, as they know. 

That ye fhall be as Gods, fince I as Man, 71® 

Internal man, is but proportion meet : 

I of brute, human; ye of human, Gods. 

So ye fhall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods; death to be wifti’d 714 

Tho’ threaten’d, which no worfe than this can bring. 
And what are Gods, that man may not become 
As'they, participating God-like food ? 

The Gods arc firft, and that advantage ufe 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds: 

I queftion it ! for this fair earth I fee, 71# 

Warm’d by the fun, producing every kind ; 

Them, nothing : if they all things, who inclos’d 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in this tree. 

That wholb eats thereof, forthwith attains 

Wifdom without their leave? and wherein lies 717 

Th’ offence, that man fhould thus attain to know ? 

What 
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What can your knowledge hurt Hinj, or this tree 
Impart againft His will, if all be His? 

Or is it envy ? And can envy dwell 

In heav’d y breads ? Thefe, thefe, and many more 73® 

Caufes import your need of this fair fruit : 

Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely tafte ! 

He ended, and his words, replete with guile. 

Into her heart too eafy entrance won : 

Fix’d on the fruit (he gaz’d, which to behold 73^ 

Might tempt alone: and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfoafive words, impregn’d 
With reafon (to her feeming) and with truth : 

Mean while the hour of noon drew on, and waVd 
An eager appetite, rais’d by the fmell 74® 

So favoury of that fruit; which with defire, 

(Inclinable now grown to touch, or tafte} 

Sollicited her longing eye : yet fir ft 
Pauling a while, thus to her felf fhe mus’d. 


Great are thy virtues, doubtlefs, bed of fruits! 743! 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be . admir’d; 
Whofe tafte, too long for born, at fir ft affiy 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for fpeech, to fpcak thy praift: 

Thy praile he alfo who forbids thy ule, 730 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knowledge; knowledge both of good and evil; 
Forbids us then to tafte : but His forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : 7 jf 

For good unknown, fore is not had, or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all; 

In plain then, what forbids He but to know, 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife? 

’ ' . " ' > Suclj 
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Such prohibitions bind not. — But if Death 76® 

Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we fhall die. - — 

How dies the ferpent? he hath eat’n and lives. 

And knows, and ipeaks, and reafons, and difcerns ; 7 6f 

Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ? or to us dcny’d 
This intellectual food, for hearts relerv’d ? 

For hearts it feems : yet that one heart which firrt 
Hith tafted, envies not, but brings with joy 77 0 

The good betalFu him, author unfufpedt. 

Friendly to man,, far from deceit or guile. 

What tear I then, rather what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, 

Of God or Death, of law or penalty? 775* 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine ! 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the tarte, 

Of virtue to make wile ! What hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both body and mind ? 

So faying, her ra(h hand in evil hour 78* 

Forth-reaching to the fruit, fhe pluck’d, ftie eat! 

Earth felt the wound; and Nature from her fear. 

Sighing through ail her works, gave fign of woe 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty ferpent; and well might: for Eve 7 ctr 

Intent now wholly on her tarte, nought elfc 
Regarded ; fuch delight till then, as feera’d. 

In fruit fhe never tafted, whether true, 

Or fancy’d fo, through expectation high 
Of knowledge; nor was God-head from her thought.' 
Greedily fhe ingorg’d without reftraint, 791 

And knew not eating Death. Satiate at length, 

And heighten’d as with wine, jocund and boon 
Thus to her felf fhe pleafiDgly began. 
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O fbv’reign, virtuous, precious of all trees 79 f 
In Paradife! of operation blcft 
To fapience! hitherto obfeur’d, infam’d. 

And tby fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created : but henceforth my early care, 

('Not without fbng, each morning, and due praife) 800 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eafe 
Of thy full branches, offer’d free to all: 

Till dieted by thee, I grow mature 

In knowledge, as the Gods who all things know t 

Though others envy what they cannot give; 

For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience next, to thee I owe, 

Bell guide ! not following thee, I had remain'd 
In ignorance, thou open’ll wifdom’s way, 

And giv’ft accefs, though fecret the retire. 810 

And 1 perhaps am fecret ; heav’n is high, 

High, and remote to fee from thence diltinft 
Each thing on earth ; and other care, perhaps. 

May have diverted from continual watch 

Our Great Forbidder, fafe with all his fpies 8 1 p 

About him. — —But, to A dam in what fort 

Shall I appear ? fhall I to him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake * 

Full happinefs with me ? or rather not ; 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my pow’r, 810 
Without co-partner ? fb to add what wants 
In female fex, the more to draw his love. 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

(A thing not undelirable) fometime 

Superior: for inferior, who is free? Sif 

This may be well But, what if Goo have fcen, 

And Death enfue? Then I fhall be no more! 

And Adam wedded to another Eve, 


Shall live with her injoy ing, I extinft; 
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A death to think ! Confirm’d then I refolve, 850 

Adam (hall (hare with me in bliis or woe: 

So dear I love him, that with him, all deaths 
I could indure; without him, live no life. 


So faying, from the tree her ftep (he turn’d. 

But firft low reverence done, as to the Pow’r 

That dwelt within ; whofe prefence had infus’d 

Into the plant feiential lap, deriv’d 

From Nedar, drink, of Gods. A d a m the while, 

Waiting d^firous her return, had wove 

Of choiccft flow’rs a garland, to adorn 840 

Her trefies, and her rural labors crown : 

As reapers oft arc wont their Harveft-Queen. 

Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay’d: 

Yet ofc his heart, divine of (omething ill, S+f; 

Mifgave him j he the faultring rncafure felt ; 

And forth to meet her went, the way (he took 
That morn, when firft they parted. By the Tree 
Of Knowledge he muft pais ; there he her met, 

Scarce from the tree returning : in her hand 
A bough of faireft fruit, that downy fmild. 

New gather’d, and ambrofial fmell diffus’d. 

To him (he hafted ; in her face excule 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt ; 

Which, with hland words at will, fhe thus addreft. 8 jf 

Haft thou not wonder’d, Adam, at my ftay ? 

Thee I have mils’d, and thought it long, depriv’d 

Thy prefence; agony of love ! till now 

Not felt, nor (hall be twice; for never more 

Mean I to try, (what ra(h untry’d I fought) 8 < 5 o 

The pain of ablence from thy fight. But rtrange 

Hath been the caufc, and wonderful to hear. 

This 
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This Tree is not, as we are told, a Tree 
Of danger tailed, nor to evil unknown 
Op’ning the way ; but of divine effcft 
To open eyes, and make them Gods who tafte; 
Md hath been faded fuch. The ferpent wife, 

(Or not reftrain’d as we, or not obeying} 

Hath eaten of the fruit; and is become 

Not dead, as we are threaten’d ; b^t thenceforth 

Indu’d with human voice, and human fen fc, 

Reafoning to admiration ; and with me 

Perfuafively hath fo prevail’d, that I 

Have alfo tailed, and have alfo found 

Th’ e (lefts to correfpond -.opener mine eyes, 

Dim eril ; dilated fpirits, ampler heart, 

And growing up to Godhead ; which for Thee 
Chiefly I fought, without Thee can defpiie .- 
For bliis, as Thou haft part, to me is bliis ; 
Tedious, unihar’d with Thee, and odious foon. 
Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 
May join us; equal joy, as equal love: 

Left thou not tailing, different degree 
' Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when fate will not permit 

Thus Eve with count’nance blithe her ftory told 
But in her cheek diftemper flulhing glow’d. 

On th’ other fide, Adam, foon as he heard 
The fetal trefpafi done by Eve, amaz’d, 

Aftonied flood, and blank ; while horor chill- 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relax’d : 
From his flack hand the garland wreath’d for Eve 
D own drop’d, and all the faded Rofes fbed: 
Speechlefs he flood, and pale ! till thus at length 
Firft to himielf he inward fileoce broke. 

v . • .... 
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O faireft of creation, /aft and beft 
Of all God’s works! Creature in whom excell’d 
Whatever can to fight or thought be form'd, 

Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fwcet ! 

How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 

Defac’d, deflowr’d, and now to death devote! 
Rather, how haft thou yielded to tranfgrds 
The ftri& forbiddaocc! how, to violate 
The facred fruit forbidd'n ! fome curfed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguil’d thee! yet unknown; 

And me with thee hath ruin’d 5 for with Thee 
Certain my refolution is to die ! 

How can I live without Thee ! how forgo 
Thy fweet converfe and love, fo dearly join’d. 

To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn ! 

Should God create another Eve, and" I 
Another rib afford, yet lofs of Thee. 

Would never from my heart ! no, no ! I feel 
The link of nature draw me : fle(h of flefb, 

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftate 
Mine never /hall be parted, blifs or woe ! 

^4. 

So having faid, as one from fad difmay 
Re-comforted, and, after thoughts difturb’d, 
Submitting to what feem’d remedileft, * .* • 
Thus in csdm mood his words to Eve he turn’d. 
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Bold deed thou haft prefum’d, adventrous Eve! 
And peril great provok’d, who thus haft dar’d. 

Had it been only covering to eye 
Th%t facred fruit; facred to abftinence ; 

Much more to tafte it, under bann to touch. 

But paft who can recall, or done undo ? 

Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate : yet fo 
Perhaps thou /halt not die, perhaps the fatt 
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Is not fo heinous now, forctafted fruit. 

Profan’d firft by the ferpent, by him fir ft 930 

Made common, and unhallow’d e’er our tafte : 

Nor yet on him found deadly; he yet lives; 

Lives, as thou faidft, and gains to live, as man, 

Higher degree of life: inducement ftrong 

To us, as likely tailing to attain jjy 

Proportional afeent; which cannot be 

But to be Gods, or Angels Demi-gods. 

Nor can 1 think that God, Creator wife! 

Though threatning, will in’earneft fo deftroy 

Us his prime creatures ; dignify’d fo high, 94* 

Set over all his works ; which in our fall* 

For us created, needs with us muft fail. 

Dependent made : fo Gob fhall uncreate, 

_ Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labor lofe; 

Not well conceiv’d of God: who (cho’ his Pow’r 94^ 

Creation could repeat) yet would be loth 

Us to abolifh; left the Adverlary 

Triumph and fay; “ Fickle their ftate whom God 

” Moll favors ! who can pleafe him long? Me firft 

“ He ruin’d, now mankind : whom will he next ? ” jy* 

Matter of fcorn, not to be giv’n the Foe; 

However I with thee have fix’d my lot. 

Certain to undergo like doom : if Death 
Confort with Thee, Death is to Me as life : 

So forcible within my heart, I feel jyy 

The bond of nature draw me to my own; 

My own in Thee! for what thou art is mine: 

Our ftate cannot be fever’d, we are one, 

One flefh ; to lofe Thee were to lofe my fclf. 

So Adam, and thus E te to him reply ’d, 940 

O glorious tryal of exceeding love, 
llluftrious evidence, example high; 

. In* 


97 ° 


x $6 Paradise Lost. Book IX; 

Ingaging me to emulate! but fliort 
Of thy perfe&ioo, how (hall I attain, 

Adam? from whofc dear fide I boaft me fprung; 96/ 
And gladly of our union ^hcar thee fpeak. 

One heart, one foul in both! whereof good proof 
This day affords; declaring thee refolv’d. 

Rather than Death, or ought than Death more dread, 

Shall feparate us (link’d in love fo dear ! ) 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crime, 

(If any be,) of tailing this fair fruit; 

Whofe virtue (for of good ftih good procedes, 

Dirc&, or by occalion) hath prelented 
This happy tryal of thy love; which clfe 
So eminently never had been known. 

Were it I thought Death menac’d would enfue 
This my attempt, I would Main Alone 
The worft, and not perfuade thee; rather die 
Delerted, than oblige thee with a fail 
Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly allur'd 
Remarkably fo hte of thy fo true. 

So faithful love unequal’d: but 1 feel 
Far otherwile th’event, not Death, but Life 
Augmented j open’d eyes, new hopes, new joys, 

Tafte fo divine ! that what of fweet before 
Hath touch’d my lenlc, flat leans to this, and harlh. 

On my experience, Adam, freely tafte. 

And fear of Death deliver to the winds. 
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So laying, Ihe embrac’d him, and for joy 
Tenderly wept ; much wpn, that he his lov« 
Had fo innobl’d, as of choice t’ incur 
Divine dilpleafure for her fake, or death. 

In recompenle-(for fuch compliance bad 
Such recompenfe belt merits) from the bough 
She gave him of that fair-inticing fruit. 
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With liberal hand : he fcrupl’d not to ear, 

Againft his better knowledge ; not deceiv’d. 

But fondly overcome with female charm. 

Earth trembl’d from her entrails, as again ieoo 

In pangs; and nature gave a fecond groan. 

Sky lowr’d, and mutt’ring thunder, iome lad drops 
Wept, at compleating of the mortal fin 
Original! while Adam took no thought, 

Eating his fill; nor E v e to iterate ioOJ 

Her former trcfpafs fear’d ; the more to footh 
Him with her lov’d fociety : that now, 

(As with new wine intoxicated both,) 

They fwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings, lOlO 

Wherewith to fcorn the earth. But that falfc fruit 
Far other operation firlF difplay’d, • , 

Carnal defire inflaming : he on Eve 
Began to caft lafeivious eyes; fhe him 
As wantonly repaid ; in luft they burn: jtoij 

Till Adam thus ’gaa E v e to dalliance move. • . v 

r 

Eve, now I fee thou art exa& of tafte, 

And elegant, of fapience no fmall part i 

Since to each meaning favor we apply, ^ 

And palate call judicious : I the praife *©»• 

Yield thee, fo well t^iis day thou haft purvey’d. 

Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftain’d 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relifli, tafting : if fuch pleafure be 
In things to us forbidd’n, it might be wifh’d, loif 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 

But come, fo Well reffefh’d, now let us play, 

As meet is, after fuch delicious fare : 

For never did thy beauty fiuce the day 
I faw thee fir ft, and wedded thee, adorn’d 

With 
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With all perfections, lo inflame my fcnfe 
With ardor to enjoy thee; fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous Tree ! 

So laid he, and forbore not glance, or toy 
Of amorous intent; well underftood 1035* 

Of E v e, whole Eye darted contagious fire. 

Her hand he fei2’d and to a (hady bank, 

Thick over-head with verdant roof imbowr’d, 

He led her nothing loth: flow’rs were the couch, 
Panlies, and Violets, and Afphodel, 1040 

And Hyacinth, earth’s frefheft fofteft lap. 

There they their fill of love, and love’s dilport 
Took largely; of their mutual guilt the leal. 

The folace of their fin: till dewy fleep 

Opprefs’d them, 'wearied with their amorous pliy. 104J 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 

That with exhilarating vapor bland 

About their fpirits had plaid, and inmoft pow’rs 

Made err, was now exhal’d ; and grofier fleep. 

Bred of unkindly fumes, with confcious dreams joy* 
Incumber’d, now had left them; up they role 
As from un-reft, and each the other viewing, 

Soon found their eyes how open’d, and their minds 
How darken’d! Innocence, that (as a veil) 

Had ihadow’d them from knowing ill, was gone : 

Juft confidence, and native righteoufnefs leyy 

And honor from about them, naked left 
To guilty lhame: he cover’d, but his robe 
Uncover'^ more: fo rofe the Danite ftrong, 
Herculean Sa mpson, from the harlot-lap ledo 
OfPHiLJSTEANDALiLAB, and wak’d 
Shorn of his ftrength : they, deftitute, and hare 
Of all their virtue : filem, and in face 

Con- 
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Confounded, long they late, as ftrucken mute : 

Till Adam, though no le£s than EvEabafh’d, 106/ - 
At length gave utterance to thcfe words conftrain’d. 

OEvt! in evil hour thou didft give car 
To that falle worm, of whomfoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice} true in our fall, 

^Falfe in our promis’d rifing : fince our eyes to yo 

Open’d we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil; Good loft, and Evil got. 

Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know. 

Which leaves us naked thus, of honor void, 

Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 

Our wonted ornaments, now foil’d and ftain’d! 

And in our faces evident the figns 
Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil ftore; 

Ev’n fhame, the laft of evils ; of the fir ft 
Before then. — -How {hall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or Angel, erft with joy 
And rapture fo oft beheld ?■ thofe heav’nly fhapes 
WtU.da 2 .le now this eanhly, with their blaze 
Infufferably bright. O, might I here 
In folitude live favage, in fome glade 
Oblcur’d, where higheft woods impenetrable 
To ftar or fun-light, fpread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening ! Cover me, ye Pines ! 

To Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never fee them more ! 

But let us now, as in bad plight, devife 
Wbat beft may for th® prefent ferve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that feem moft 
To (hame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feen : 

Some tree, whole broad fmooth leaves together low'd, 

And girded on our loins, may cover round lcp6 

Thofe middle parts, that this new comer, Sliame, 

There fit not, and reproach us as uacieaQ. 

* \ 
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So counfei’d he, and both together went 
Into the thickeft wood ; there loon they chofe noo 
The Fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renown’d; 

But fuch as at this day (to Indians known 
In Malabar, or Decan) fpreads her arras 
Branching Co broad, and long, that in the ground x 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 1 1 of 
About the mother tree ; a pillar’d (hade 
High over-arch’d, and echoing walks between : 

There oft .the Indian herdfman (hunning heat. 

Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds 
At loopholes cut thro’ thickeft (hade : thofe leaves 
They gather’d, broad as Amazonian targe 1 1 i« 

And with what skill they had, together fow’d. 

To gird their waift; vain covering, if to hido 

Their guilt, and dreaded fhame ! O, how unlike 

To that firft naked glory! (fuch of late injp 

Columbus found th’ American, fo girt 

With feather’d cin&ure ; naked elfe, and wild 

Among the trees, on ifles and woody (bores. ) 

Thus fenc’d, and, as they thought, their fhame in part 
Cover’d, but not at reft or cafe of mind. J mb 
They fat them down to weep : nor only tears . 

Rain’d at their eyes; but high winds worfe within 
Began to rife, high paffions, anger, hate, 

Miftruft, fufpicion, difeord, and fhook fore 

Their inward date of mind ; calm region once, my 

And full of peace; now toft, and turbulent! 

For underftanding rul’d not; and the will 

Heard not her lore; but in fubje&fon now 

To fcnfual appetite, who from beneath 

Ufurping, over fov’reign rcafon claim’d, 1 1 jo 

Superior fway : from thus diftemper’d breaft, 

A da m eftrang’d in look and alter’d ftyle. 

Speech intermitted thus to E v e renew’d. 

Would 
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Would thou had'd hearken’d to my words, and day’d 
With me, as I befought thee, when that drange 113; 
Dcfire of wand’ring this unhappy morn, 

I know not whence polled ’d thee ! We had then 
Remain’d dill happy; not, as now, defpoil’d 
Of all our good, fham’d, naked, miferable. 

Ler none henceforth feek needled caute t" approve 1140 

The faith they owe; when earnedly they feek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to tail. 

. To whom, foon mov’d with touch of blame, thus Eve. 
What words have pals’d thy lips, Adam fevere! 

Imput’d thou that to my default, or will 1 1 14^ 

Of wand’ring (as thou call’d it) which, who knows 
But, might as ill have happen’d thou being by; 

Or to thy felf perhaps : hadd thou been there. 

Or here th’ attempt, thou coaid’d not have difcefn’d 
Fraud in the ferpent, ipeaking as he fpake; ny<r 

No ground of enmity between us known. 

Why he ftiould mean me id, 0 1 feek to harm. 

Was I to have never parted from thy fide ? 

As good have grown there dill a lifelefs rib. 

Being as I am, why didft not thou, the Head, 1 iff 
Command me abfolutely not to go, 

Going into fuch danger, as thou faid’d ? 

Too fecil then, thou -didft not -much gainfay ; 

Nay didd permit, approve, and fair d<ifmifs. 

Hadd thou been firm, and fix’d in thy diflent, 0 1160 ' 

Neither- had I tranlgrefs’d, nor thou with me. 

To whom then fird incens’d Adam reply’d : 

Is this the love, is this the recompenfc 
Of mine to Thee, ingrateful Eve! expred 
Immutable, when thou wert lod, not I ; 1 rdf 

Who might have liv’d, and joy’d immortal blifs : 


Yet 
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Yet willingly choie rather Death with thee. 

And am 1 now upbraided, as the caufc 
Of thy tranfgTfl'mg? Not enough fevere, 

It (cents, in my icftraint ! What could I more ? 

I warn’d thee, I admoniftr’d thee ; foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay iu wait: beyond this, had been force; 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 

But confidence then bore thee on; fccurc 
Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious tryal: and perhaps 
I alfo err’d, in overmuch admiring 
What feem’d in thee fo perfect, that I thought 
No evil durft attempt thee; but I rue 
That error now, which is become my crime ; 
And thou th’ accufer ! Thus it fhall befal 
Him, who to worth in women overtrufiing, 
Lets her will rule : reftraint fhe will nothrook; 
And left to herfelf, if evil thence enfuc. 

She firft his weak indulgence will accuie. -~ 

Thus they in mutual accufation fpent 
The ffuitlcfs hours; but neither felf-condemning: 
And of their vain conteft appear’d no end. 

The end of the Ninth Book. 
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Man's tranfgreffion known, the Guardian- Angels forfake Pa- 
rad i/e, and return up to heaven to approve their vigilance, 
and are approv'd, God declaring that the entrance of 
Satan could not he by them prevented. He fends His Son ** 
to judge the trangrejfors ; who defends and gives fentence 
accordingly, then in pity cloaths them both, and re-afcendt. 

Sin and Death (stung till then at the gates of he 'd, 
by wondrous fympathy feeling the fuccefs of Satan in this 
new world, and the (m by man there committed, refolve 
to fit no longer confin'd in hell, but to follow Satan their 
fire up to the place of man : to make the way eafier from 
hell to this world to and fro , they pave a broad high-way, 
or bridge, over Chaos, according to the track that Satan 
firft made ; then, preparing for earth, they meet him , 
proud <tf his fuccefs, returning to hell : their mutual gra- 
tulation: Satan arrives at Pindsemonium, in full ajfem- 
bly relates with boafiing his fuccefs againfi man ; infiead of . 
applaufe is entertain'd with a general hifs by all his au- 
dience, transform'd with himfelf alfo futldenly into 
ferpents, according to his doom giv'n in Paradfir, then 
deluded with a J hew of the forbidden tree fpringing up be- 
fore them, they greedily reaching to take of the fruit, 
chew duft and bitter afhes. The proceedings of, Sin and 
Death ; God for et els the final viftory of His Son over , 

them, and the renewing of all things ; but for the pre- 
fent commands his Angels to make feveral alterations in 
the heavens and elements? \ Adam, more and more per- 
ceiving his fall'n condition, heavily bewails, rejeih the con - 
dolement of Eve ; /he perfifis, and at length appeafes him: 

then, to evade the curfe likely to fall on their ofi-fpring, 
propofesto Adam violent ways, which he approves not -, but 
conceiving better hope, puts her in mind of the late pro- 
wife made them, that her feed fhould be reveng'd on the 
ferpent j and exhorts her with him to feek Peace of the 
ofimled Deity, by repentance and fupplication. 
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Ean-while the hainous and defpiteful adt 
Of Satan, done in Paradife, and how 
He, in the ferpent, had perverted Eve, 

Her husband (hft to tafte the fatal fruit. 
Was known in heav’n: for what can 
fcape the eye f 

Of God all- feeing, or deceive His heart 
Omnifcient? Who, in all things wife and juft. 

Hinder’d not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of man, with ftrength entire, and free-will arm’d} 
Complete to have difcover’d, and repuls’d 10 

Whatever wiles of foe, or feeming friend. 

For frill they knew, (and ought t’ have frill remember’d,) 
The high injun&ion, not to rafte that fruit. 

Whoever tempted : which they not obeying 
(Incurr’d what could they lefs ? ) the penalty} 

And manifold in fin, deierv’d to fall. * 

N 
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Up into hcav’a from Paradift in hade 
Th’ Angelic Guards afceoded, mute and fid . 

For manj for of his ftate by this they knew: 

Much wondringhow the fubtil Bend had ftol’n 
Entrance uniecn. Soon as th’ unwelcome news 
From earth arriv’d at heaven-gate, difplcas’d 
All were who heard : dim fadnefs did not fpare 
That time coeledial vifigcsj yet mix’d 
With pity, violated not their blifi. 

About the new-arriv’d, in multitudes 
Tli’ ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befel : they towards the Throne Supreme 
Accountable made bade, to nuke appear 
With righteous pica, their utmoft vigilance ; 

And calily approv’d.: when the Moll High 
Eternal Father, from His fecret cloud 
Amidft, in thunder utter’d thus His vokc. 

Aflembl’d Angels, and yc Pow’rs return’d 
From unfucceist'ul cluigc! be not difmay’d, JJ* 

Nor troubl’d at theft tidings, from the earth, 

Which your lincereft care .could not prevent. 

Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs, 

When fird this tempter croft’d the gulf from hell. 

1 told ye then he llaould prevail, and fpeed 40 

On his bad errand > nftn fhauld be feduc’d. 

And flatter’d out of all, believing lies . 

Againft his Maker : no decree of Mine 
Concurring to neceflitatc his fall* / 

Or touch with lighted moment of impulfc 4y 

His free-will, to her own inclining left 
In even fcalc. But fall’n he is: and now 
What reds, but that the mortal Sentence pafi 
On his traafgreflion, death denounc’d that day ? 

Which he prefumes already vaiu, and void, 

. „ -fiecauft 
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* Becaufe not yet infli&ed, (as he fear’d) 

By fome immediate ftroke: but foon (hall find 
Forbearance no acquittance, e’er day end. 

Juftice (hall not return, as bounty, (corn'd. 

But whom fend I to judge them ? whom, but Thee yj 
Vicegerent Son? To Thee I hare transfer’d 
All judgment, whether in heav’n, or earth, or helL 
Ea(y it might be (een that I intend » 

Mercy collegue with juftice, fending Thee, 

Man’s friend, his Mediator, his delign’d 6 o 

Both Ranfom, and Redeemer, voluntary ; 

And deftin’d man Himfelf, to judge man fail’n. 

So fpake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow’rd the right hand His Glory, on the Son 
B laz’d forth unclouded Deity : He full dy 

Refplendent all His Father manifeft 
Exprefi’d, and thus divinely anfwer’d mild. 

Father Eternal ! Thine is to decree ; 

Mine, both in heav’n and earth to do Thy will 
Supreme} that Thou in Me Thy Son belov’d 7# 

Mayft ever reft well pleas’d. I go to judge 
On earth thefe Thy tranfgrenbrs } but Thou know’ft. 
Whoever judg’d, the word on Me muft light, 

When time (hall be; for fo I undertook 

Before Thee: an 4 not repenting, this obtain 77 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom 

On Me deriv’d : yet I (hall temper (o 

fuftice with Mercy, as may illuftrate mod 

Them fully fatisfy’d, and Thee appeafe. 

Attendance none (ball need, nor train, where none 80 
Are to behold the judgment, but the jjjdg’d, 

Thofe Two: the Third bed abfent is condemn’d > 
Convidt by (light, and rebel to all law : 

Conviction to the ferpent none belongs. 

N a Thus 
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Thus faying, from His radiant feat He rofe 8y 

Of high collateral glory : Him Thrones, and Pow’rs, 
Princedoms, and Dominations miniftrant, 

Accompany’d to heaven-gate: from whence 
Eden, and all the coaft in profped lay. 

Down he defcended (trait : (the fpeed of Gods 90 

Time counts not, tho’ with fwifteft minutes wing'd.) 
Now was the fun in weftern cadence low 
From noon ; and gentle airs, due at their hour. 

To fan the earth now wak’d, and ufher in 

The ev’ning cool ; when He, from wrath more cool, 95“ 

Came, the mild Judge, and Interccflor both, 

To fentence man : the voice of God they heard. 

Now walking in the garden, by fbft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declin’d: they heard. 

And from His prefence hid themfelves, among too 
The thickeft trees, both man and wife : till G 0 d 
A pproaching, thus to Adam call’d aloud. 

Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far-off? I miff thee here, 

Not pleas’d} thus entertain’d with folitude, joy 

Where obvious duty e’er-while appear’d unfought ; 

Or come I lefs confpicuous? Or what change 
Abfents thee ? Or what chance detains? Come forth ! 

He came, and with him Eve, mor^ loth, tho’ firft 
To offend; difcountenanc’d both, and difeompos’d : no 
Love was not in their looks, either to G o d 
O r to each other ; but apparent guilt, 

And fhame, and perturbation, and defpair, 

Anger, and obftinacy, and hate, and guile : 

Whence Adam, fault’ring long, thus anfwer’d brief. 1 1 y 

I heard Thee in the garden, and of Thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid my £elf. — -To whom 

The 
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The gracious Judge without revile reply’d. 

My voice thou oft haft heard, and haft not fear’d, 

But ftill rejoyc’d : how is it now become 1 10 

So dreadful to thee ? That thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee? Haft thou eaten of the tree, 

Whereof I gave thee charge thou fhouldft not eat? 

To whom thus Adam, ' fore befet! reply’d. 

O heav’n! in evil ftreight this day I ftand itf 

Before my Judge, either to undergo 
My felf the total crime; or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life : 

_ Whole failing, while her faith to me remain!, 

• I fhould conceal, and not expofe to blame 159 

By my complaint. But ftridb necefllty 
Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint * " 

Left on my head both fin and puniftiment. 

However mfupportable, be all 

Devolv'd. Though fhould I hold my peace, yet Thou ijj* 
Wouldft eafily detect what I conceal. — 

This Woman, whom Thou mad’ft to be my help. 

And gav’ft me as Thy perfect gift, fo good. 

So fit, fo acceptable, fo divine, . 

That from her hand I could fufpe£t no ill: , - ? 140 

* And what fiie did, whatever in it fclf, 

Her doing feem’d to juftifie the deed; 

She gave me of the tree, — and I did eat! 

To whom the Sov’reign Prefence thus reply’d. 

Was She thy God* that Her thou didft obey I4y 

Before His voice ? Or was She rflade thy guide, 

Superior, or but equal ; that to Her 

Thou didft refign thy manhood, and the place 

Wherein God fet thee above her, made of thee ; 

And for thee; whofe perfeftion farexcell’d. tjd 

N j Hers, 
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Hers, in all real dignity? Adorn’d 
She was indeed, and lovely to attraft 
Thy love; not thy (ubje&ion : and her gifts 
Were fuch, as under government well- (eem’d ; 

Unfeemly to bear rule: which was thy part, iff 

And pcrion, hadft thou known thy felf aright. 

So having faid, he thus to Eve in few; 

Say, woman, what is this which thou baft done? 

To whom fad Eve, with (haroe nigh overwhelm^, 
Confefling foon ; yet not before her Judge ido 

Bold, or loquacious, thus absih’d reply’d.—- — 

The Serpent me beguil’d, and 1 did cat 1 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment He proceeded on th’ accus’d 
• Serpent, though brute; unable to transfer 1 6f 

The guilt on him, who made him inftrument- 
Of mifehief, and polluted from the end 
Of . his creation 5 juftly then accnrft. 

As vitiated in nature. More to know 

Concern’d not man, (fince he no further knew,) if* 

Nor alter’d his offence : yet God at bft 

To Satan, firft in fin, his doom apply’d. 

Though in myfterious terms, judg’d as then beft : 

And on the Serpent thus his curfe let fall. 

Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurft 175 
Above all cattle, each beaft of the field ; 

Upon thy belly groveling thou (halt go ; 

And duft (halt eat, all the days of thy life : 

Between thee, and the woman, 1 will put 

Enmity ; and between thine and her feed : tlfo 

Her feed (hall bruife thy head, thou bruife his heel, 

* So 
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So fj>ake this oracle, then verify’d 
Wheri Jesus Son rf Mast (fecond Eve) 

Saw Satan fall, like lightning, down from beav’h, 
Prince of theahr: then, rifingfrom his grave, 18/ 

-Spoii’d Principalities and Pdw’rs, triumph’d 
In open fhew ; and, with afcenfion bright, 

Captivity led captive through the air, 

The realm it felf of Satan, long ufurp’d } 

Whom He fhall tread at lad under our feet ; 190 

Ev’n He who now foretold his fatal bruife; 

And to the woman thus His frntence turn’d. 

* 

Thy forrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception; children thou fhalt bring 
In forrow forth ; and to thy husband’s will 199 

Thine fhall fubmit; lie over thee (hall rule. 

♦ 

On Adam laft thus judgment he pronounc’d : 

Becaufe thou haft hearken’d to the voice of thy wife. 

And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charg’d thee, laying, thou fhalt not eat thereof : tct 

Curs’d is the ground for thy fake : thou in forrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life : v 

Thorns aUb, and thirties, it rtiall bring thee forth 
Unhid; and thou fhalt eat th’ herb of the held. 

In the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread, joy 

Till thou return unto the ground; for thou 

Out of the ground waft taken, (know th/birth) 

For duft thou art, aqd fhalt to duft return. 

So judg’d He man, both Judge and Saviour fent; 

And th’ inftant ftrokc of Death, denounc’d 1 that day. 
Remov’d far off : thee, pitying how they flood 11 1 
Before Him naked t» the air, (chat now 
Muft fuffer change J diidain'd not to begin 

,N 4 Thenceforth 
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Thenceforth the form of Servant to afliime : 

As when He wafh’d His fervants feetj lb now, * aif 

As father of His family, He clad 

Their nakednefs with skins of beads ; or (lain, 

Or (as the fnakc) with youthful coat repaid : 

And thought not much to death His enemies. 

Nor He their outward only, with the skins n# 

Of beads, but inward nakednefs (much more 
Opprobrious!) with His robe of rightcoufiiefs 
Arraying, cover’d from His' Fathers fight. 

To Him with fwift afeent He up return’d, 

(Into His blifsful bofom reafTum'd zap 

In glory, as of old) to Him appeas’d 
All (tho’ all-knowing) what had pad with mjn 
Recounted, mixing intcrceiTion fwcct. 

Mean while e’er thus was fin’d and judg’d on earth, 
Within the gates of hell (at Sin and Death, 23* 
In counter-view within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outragious flame 
Far into Chaos, fince the fiend pafs’d through, 

Sin opening j who thus now to Death began. 

O fon! why fit we here each other viewing 13 f 
Idly, while Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier feat provides 
For us his off-fpring dear ? It cannot be 
But that fuccefs attends him : if milbap. 

E’er this he had return’d, with fury driv’n 24* 

By His avengers, fince no place like this 
Can fit his puniihment, or their revenge. 

Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rife. 

Wings growing, and dominion giv’n me large 
Beyond this Deep; whatever draws me on, i4y 

Or fympathy, or fome connat’ral force, 

Pow’rfii] at greateft diftance to unite 

With 
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With fecret amity, things of like kind; 

By fecreteft conveyance. Thou, my Shade 
Infeparable, muft with me along : If* 

For Death from Sin no pow’r can feparate. 

But left the difficulty of palling back 
Stay his return, perhaps, over this gulf 
Impaffable, impervious; let us try 

(Advent’rous woik! yet to thy pow’r, and mine, iff 

Not unagreeable,) to found a path 

Over this Main, from hell to that new world. 

Where Satan now prevails; a monument 
Of merit high, to all th’ infernal hoft ; 

Ealing their pafTage hence, for iutercourle, 169 

Or tranfmigration, as their lot (hall lead. 

Nor can I mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawn 
By this new- felt attra&ion, and inftinft. 

Whom thus the meagre Shadow anfwer’d foon. 

•Go whither fate, and inclination ftrong 
^eads thee; I (hall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading: fuch a feeut I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable ! and tafte 
The favor of Death from all things there that live. 

Nor fhall I to the work thou enterpvifeft 
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

_ So faying, with delight he fnuff’d the finell * 

Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 
Againft -the day of battel, to a field, a jf 

Where armies lie incamp’d, come flying, lur’d 
With feent of living carcafles, defign’d 
For death the following day, in bloody fight : 

So feented the grim Feature, and up- turn’d - 

His noftrils wide into the murky air, aS» 

N j, Sagacious 
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Sagacious of his Quarry from fo far. 

Then both from out hell-gate*, into the wade 
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp anddark, 

Flew divers ; and with powY (their powY was gnaatj 

Hovering upon the waters; what they met t&f 

Solid or flimy, as in raging fea 

Toft up and down, together crowded drove 

From each fide fhoaling towards the mouth of hell : 

As when two Polar winds, blowing adverfe 
Upon the Cron 1 ah fea, together drive 
Mountains of ice, that ftop th’ imagin’d way 
Beyond Petzora eaftward, to the rich 
Cathaian coaft. The aggregated foil 
Death with his mace petritic, cold and dry, ' 

As with a trident ftnote ; and fix’d as firm 
As Delos floating once: the reft, his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigor, not to move : 

And with Asphaltic (lime, (broad as the gate, 

Deep to the roots of hell) the gither’d beach • 

They fatten’d ; and the Mole immenfo wrought-on, 30* 
Over the foaming Deep high-arch’d ; a bridge, 

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immovable of this now fenedefs world, 

Forfeit to D e a th. From hence, a paffage broad, 
Smooth, eafy, inoffenfive, down to hell. 

So (if great tilings to fmall may be compar’d) 

Xerxes, the Liberty of Greece to yoke. 

From (his Me mnon 1 an palace high,) . • 

Came fea ; and over H ellespont * ~ 

Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join’d? 310 
And fcourg’d with nvrny *a ftroke th’ indignant waves. 
Now had they brought rhe work, by wondrous art 
Pontifical (a ridge of pendent rock 
Over the vex’d Abyfs, following the track 
Of Satan) to the feif-farac place where he 315* 

Firft 
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Firft lighted from his wing, and landed fafe 
From out of Chaus to the outiide bare 
Of this round world : with pins of adamant 
And chains they made all fafti too fall they made, 
And durable ! And aow, in little fpacc. 

The confines met of empyrean hcav’n. 

And of this world ; and on the left hand, hell. 
With long reach interpos’d: three iev’rai ways 
In fight, to each of thete rhree places led. 

Aud now their way to earth they had defery’d. 
To Paradife firft tending ; when, behold! 

Satan* in bkenefi of an Angel bright. 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion fteering 
His Zenith, while the fun in Aries rofc : 

Dilguis’d he came* but thole his children dear 
Their parent foon difeem’d, though in difguife. 
He, after Eve leduc’d, unminded flunk 
Into the wood faft by ; and changing lhape 
T* oblerve the fcqucl, faw his guileful a£t 
By Eve (though all unweeringj fcconded 
Upon her husband j faw their fhamc, that (ought 
Vain covertures : but when he law defeend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrify’d 
He fled ; not hoping to efcape, but fliun 
The prefent, fearing guilty what his wrath 
Might fuddcnly inflidi ; that paft, return’d 
By night, and iiftening where the haplels Pair 
Sat in their fad dilcourfe, and various plaint, 
Thence gather’d his own doom: which underftood 
Not inftant, but of future time, with joy 
And tidings fraught, to hell he now return’d : 

And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous Pontkke, unhop’d 
Met, who to meet him came, his off fpring dearl 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 
Of that ftupeodous bridge, his jay increas’d. 
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Long he admiring flood, till Sin, his fair 
Inchanting daughter, thus the lilcnce broke. 

«. O parent! thefe are thy magnific deeds; 

.Thy trophies, which thou view’ft as not thine own; 
Thou art their author, and prime architect. 3/6 

For I no fooner in my heart divin’d 
(My heirt, which by a fecret harmony 
SrilJ moves with thine, join’d in connexion fweet!) i 
That thou on earth hadft profpcr’d, which thy looks 36* 
Now alio evidence, but ftrait I felt 
0 (Thouglt diftant horn thee worlds between, yet felt) 
That I muft after thee, with this thy.fon : 

Such fatal confequcnce unites us three! 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds; 3 6f 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfeure, 

Derain from following thy illuftrious track. 

Thou haft atchiev’d our liberty, confin’d 
Within hell gates till now: Thou us impower’d 
,To forrifie thus far, and over-lay 37* . 

With this portentous bridge the dark Abyfs. 

Thine now is all this world; thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not : thy wifdom gain’d, 
v With odds what war hath loft : and fully aveng’d 

Our foil in heav’n: here thou (halt Monarch reign; 37/ 
There didft not : there let Him (till vi&or fway. 

As battel hath adjudg’d, from this new world 
Retiring, by His own doom alienated : 

And henceforth Monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things, parted by th’ empyreal bounds, 38* 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world ; 

Or try thee, now more dang’rous to His throne. 

Whom thus the Prince of Darknefs anfwer’d glad. 

Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both ! 

High proof yc now have giv’n to be the race 

** / 

I . . . 
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Of Sat a n (for 1 I glory in the name, 

Antagonift of heav’n’s Almighty King). 

Amply have merited of me, of all 

Th’ infernal empire, that, fo near heav’n’s door, 

Triumphal with triumphal a£t have met, 39* 

Mine, with this glorious work; and made one realm 

Hell and this world (our realm) one Continent 

Of eafy thorough- fare. Therefore while I 

Defcend through darknefs, on your road with eafe. 

To my aflociate Pow’rs, them to acquaint jpf 

With thefc fuccefles, and with them rejoyce ; 

You two this way, among thefe numerous Orbs 
(All yours!) right down to Paradife defcend: 

There dwell, and reign in blifs ; thence on the earth 
Dominion exercife, and in the air, 4.0* 

Chiefly on Man, foie Lord of all declar’d: 

Him firft make fure your thrall, and laftly kill. 

My fubftitutes I fend ye, and create. 

Plenipotent on earth, of matchlefs might 

Ifluing from me: on your joint vigor now 405 

My hold of this new kingdom all depends; 

Through fin to death expos’d by my exploit. 

If your joint pow’r prevail, th’ affairs of hell 
No detriment need fear ; go and' be ftrong. 

So faying. he difmifs’d them; they with fpeed 410 
Their courfe through thickeft conftellations held, 
Spreading their bane : the blafted ftars look’d wan. 

And Planets, planet-ftruck, real Eclipie 

Then fuffer’d. Th’ other way-, Satan went down 

The caufey to hell gate: on either fide, 

. Difpartcd Chaos over-built exclaim’d. 

And with rebounding furge the bars affail’d, 

That fcoru’d his indignation. Through the gate. 

Wide open and unguarded, Satan pals’d. 

And 

^ f t- , 
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And all about found defolate : for thofc 410 

Appointed to fit there, had left their charge, 

Flown to the upper world : the reft were all 
Far to th’ in-land retir’d, about the walls 
Of Panda moniu m, city and proud feat 
Of t.nci few (fo by allufion call’d, 

Of that bright ftar to Satan paragon’d) 

There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
In council fit, follicitous what chance 
Might intercept their Emperor fent: fo he 
Departing gave command, and they oblerv’d. 430 

As when the Tartar from his Russian foe, ■ 

By Astracan, over the fnowy plains, 

Retires: or Bactrian Sophy from the Horns 

Of Turkish Crefcent, leaves all wafte beyond 

The realm of Aladvlc, th his retreat 43 f 

To Taurus, or Casbeen: fo tilde ( the late 

Heav’n-banifh’d hoft) left defrrt Utmoft hell 

Many a dark league, reduc’d in careful watch 

Round their Metropolis; and now expecting 

Each hour their great adventurer from the fearch 440 

Of foreign worlds : he through the midft unmark’d, 

In (hew Plebeian Angel militant 
Of lowed Order, paft; and from the dot* 

Of that Plutonian hall, invifible 

Afcended his high throne ; which under ftate 44 a 

Of riched texture fpread, «t th’ upper end 

Was plac’d in regal luftre./ Down a-whilc 

He fit, and round about him fiw unfecn. 

At lad, ns from a cloud, his fulgent head, 

And fhape dar-bright, appear’d, (or brighter, clad 45-0 
With what permiffive glory fmce his fall • 

Was left him, or falie glitter : ) all amaz’d 
At that fo fudden blaze, the Stvcia’n throng 
Bent their afpe&, and whom they wifb’d beheld, 
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Their mighty Chief return’d: loud was th’ acclaim ! iff 
Forth rufh’d in bade the great confulring Peers, 

Rais’d from their dark Div'ak, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach’d him ; who with hand 
Silence, and with thefe words attention, won. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow’rs! 

For in pofiefiien foch, not only of tight, 460 

I call ye and declare ye now ; return'd 
Succefsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accurs’d, the houfe of woe, 

And dungeon Of our tyrant* now polfefs, 1 

As Lords, a fpacious world, t our native beav’n 

Little inferior, by my adventure hard 

With peril great atchicv’d. Long were to tell 

What I have done, what buffer’d, with what pain .47* 

Voyag’d th’ unreal, vaft, unbounded Deep * 

Of horrible confufion! over which 

By S 1 n and Death a broad way now is pair’d, 

• To expedite your glorious march : but I 
Toil’d out my uncouth paflage, forc’d to rida 4 yf 

Th’ untra&abte Abyfe, plung’d ia the womb 
Of unoriginal Night, and Chaos wild \ 

That, jealous of their fecrets, fiercely oppos’d 
My journey ftrange, with clamorous uproar 
Protefting fate fupreme: thence, how 1 found 430 
The new-created world, which fame in htttv’n 
Long had foretold ; « fabric wonderful ! 

Of abfolute pcrfeftion : therein Mon, 

Plac’d in a ParadMe, by our exile 

Made happy: Wm by fraud I have feduc’-d 46; 

Prom his Creator; and, the more t’iocrode 
Your wonder, with -an apple: He thereat 
Offended, worth yojir laughter, hath giv’n Op 

‘ Both 

• ' ‘ J 
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Both His beloved Man, and all His world, 

To S 1 n and D e a t h a prey, and lb to Us, 499 

Without our hazard, labor, or alarm ; 

To range in, and to dwell, and over man. 

To rule, as over all he lhould have rul’d. 

True is, me alfo He hath judg’d (or rather 

Me nor, but the brute ferpent, in whole lhape 499 

Man 1 deceiv’d,) that which to me belongs. 

Is enmity, which He will put between 
Me and mankind; ( am to bruife his heel; 

His feed, when is not let, (hall bruife my head. 

A world who would not purchafe with a bruife, ;i» 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have ih’ account 
©f my peformance: What remains, ye Gods, 

But up and enter now into full blifs ? 

So having laid, a-while he flood, expe&ing 
Their univerlal fhout, and high applaufe yoy 

To fill his ear ; when contrary, be heats 
On all fides, from innumerable tongues,- 
A difmal univerlal hifs, the found 
Of public fcom: he wonder’d, but not long 
Had leifure, wond’ring at himfelf now more : ;ii 

His vifage drawn he felt to fharp and fpare; 

His arms clung to his ribs; his legs entwining. 

Each other, till fupplanted down he fell ; 

A monftrous ferpent on his belly prone, 

Reludtant; but in vain! a greater pow’r. fry 

Now rul’d him, punifh’d.in the lhape he finn’d. 
According to his doom. He would have fpoke; 

But hifs for hifs return’d with forked tongue, 

To forked tongue; for now were all transform’d 
Alike, to lerpeats all, as accelfories yzi 

To his bold Riot: dreadful was the din 
Of hilling through the hail, thick fwarming now 

With 
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With complicated monfters head and tail; 

Scorpion, and Afp, and Amphisbaena dire, 

Ceraftes horn’d, Hydrus, and Elops drear, fay 

And Dipfas (not fo thick fwarm’d once the foil 
Bedrop’d with blood of G o r g o n ; or the iflc 
OrHiusAj but (till greateft he the midft, 

Now Dragon grown; larger than whom the fun 
Ingender’d in the P y t h i a n vale on (lime, f 3* 

Huge Python! and his paw’r no lefs he feem’d 
Above the reft ftill to retain : they all 
Him follow’d, ifluing forth to th’ open field ; 

Where all yet left of that revoked rout, 

Heav’n-fall’n, in ftation ftood or juft array, fjp 

Sublime with expectation, when to fee 
In triumph iiluing forth their glorious Chief. 

They faw, but other fight inftead! a crowd 
Of ugly ferpents: horror on them fell. 

And horrid fympathy: for what they faw, 5*4* 

They felt themlelves, now changing: down their arms, 
Down fell both fpear and fhield, down they as faft : 

And the dire hifs renew’d, and the dire form 
Catch’d by contagion; like in puniflimenr, • 7 , 

As in their crime. Thus was th’applaufc they meant, 
Turn’d to exploding hifs, triumph to fhame, 

Call on themfelves from their own mouths. There ftood 
A grove hard by, fprung up with this their change, 

(His Will, Who reigns above!) to aggravate 
Their patience, laden with fruit, like that 
Which grew in Paradife, the bait of F. v e 
Us’d by the tempter: on that profpeCt ftrange 
Their earned eyes they fix’d ; imagining 
For one Forbidden Tree, a multitude 
Now ris’n, to work them further woe or fhame : 

Yet parch’d with fcalding thirft, and hunger fierce, 

Though to delude them fent, could not abftain : 
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But on they roll’d in heaps, and op the trees 
Climbing, fat thicker than the fnaky locks 
That curl’d Megara: greedily they pluck'd f 6 c 
The fruitage fair to light (like that which grew 
Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam’d: 

This, more delufive, not the touch, bat tafte 

Deceiv’d,) they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gull, inftead of fruit f6j 

Chew’d bitter Allies, which rh’ offended tafte 

With fpattering noife rcje&ed: oft they aflay’d, 

Hunger and thirft confl raining; drug’d as oft 
With hatcfulleft difrelilh, writh'd their jaws. 

With foot and cinders fill’d ; fo, oft they fell yyo 

Into the fame illufion; not as man, 

Whom they triumph’d, once laps’d. Thus were they plaguld 
And worn with famine, long and ceafelefs hifs, 

THl their loft flrape, permitted, they refum’d: 

Yearly injoin’d, lbme fay, to undergo yy$> 

This annual humbling certain number'd days. 

To dafh their pride, and joy for man feduc’d. 

However, fome tradition they dilpers’d 
Among the Heathen, of their purchafc got, 

And fabled how the fcrpent, whom they call’d fto 
Ophion, withEuRYNOME (the wide- 
Eocroaching E v« perhaps) had firft the rule 
Of high OtYMPUs,' thence by Saturn driv’n, ’ 
AndOrs, e’er yet Di ct aean Jove was born. 


Mean while in Paradife the hellilh pair 
Too foon arriv’d, Sin, there in pow’r before, 
Once adlual; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her D* a t b, 

Ciofe foUowiag pace for pace, not mounted yet 
©a his pale horic: to whom Sin thus began. 




Second 


ogle 


Book X. Paradise Lost. 283 

Second of Satan fprung, all -conquering Death! 
What think’ft thou of our empire now? Tho’ earn’d 
With travel difficult, not better fir, 

Than ftil! at hell’s dark threshold t’have fat watch. 
Unnam’d, undreaded, and thy felt' half ftarv’d ? f pj; 

Whom thus the fin-born monfter anfwer’d footi: 

To me, who with eternal ft mine pine. 

Alike is Hell, or Paradite, or Heav’n ; 

There be ft, where moft with ravin I may meet: 

Winch here, tho’ plenteous, ill too little teems 6w 
To fluff this maw, this vaft un-hide- bound corps. 

To whom th’ inceftuous mother thus rcply’d : 

Thou therefore on thefe herbs, and fruits, and flowVs 
Feed firft; on each beaft next, and fifh, and fowl > 

No homely morfels! and whatever thing 

The fcithe of T ime aaowes down, devour unfpar’d ; 

Till I in man refidiag, through the race. 

His thoughts, his looks, words, actions all infedt. 

And feafen him thy laft and fwecteft prey, 

✓ * * *' • ’> * ' t * 

This faid, they both betook them feveral ways, 

Both to deftroy, or un- immortal make 
Ail kinds ; and for deftcu&ion to mature 
Sooner or later: which th’ Almighty teeing. 

From His tratifcendent teat the Saints among. 

To thefe bright Orders utter’d thus His voice. 6tf 

See! with what heat thefe dogs of hell advance, 

To waftc and havock yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created : and had ftill 
Kept in that ftate, had not the folly of man 
Let in thefe wafteful Forks; who impute 
Folly to me: £» doth the Prince of hell, 

' And; 
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And his adherents, that with fo much eafc 
I fuffer them to enter and pofiefi 
A place To heav’nly, and conniving feem 
To gratifie my fcornful enemies, 6if 

That laugh, as if ('tranfported with fome fit . 

Of palTion) I to them had quitted all. 

At random yielded up to their mif-rule: 

And know not that I call’d, and drew them thither, 

My hell-hounds, to lick up the draff, and filth, <50 
Which man’s polluting fin with taint had (bed 
On what was pure: till cramm’d and gorg’d, nigh burft. 
With fuck’d and glutted offal, at one ding 
Of Thy vi&orious arm, well-pleafing Son ! 634 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave, at laft 
Through Chaos hurl’d, obftrudfc the mouth of hell 
For ever, and fcal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then, heav’n and earth renew’d, fhall be made pure 
To fan&ity, that fhall receive no ftain : 

Till then, the curfc pronounc’d on both precedes. 640 

He ended, and the heav’nly audience loud 
Sung Hallelujah, as the found of feas, 

Through multitude that fung ! “ Juft are Thy ways,' 

“ Righteous are Thy Decrees on all Thy works > 

“ Who can extenuate Thee ? next, to the Son, 6+f 
“ Deftin’d reftorer of Mankind; by whom 
“ New heav’n and earth fhall to the ages rife ; 

“ Or down from heav’n defeend. ” Such was their fbng. 

While the Creator calling forth by name 

His mighty Angels, gave them feveral charge, 6yo 

As forted beft with prefent things. The fun 

Had firft his precept fb to move, fo fhine, 

As might affe& the earth with cold, and heat, 

Scarce tollerable ; and from the north to call 

Decrepit Winter j from the fouth to bring 6ff 

Sol- 
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Solftitial fummer’s heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they prefcrib’d ; to th’ other Five, 

Their planetary motions, and afpe&s, 

In Sextil, Square, and Trine, and Oppofite, 

Of noxious efficacy; and when to join 
In fynod unbenign : and taught the Fix’d 
Their influence malignant when to fhow’r; 

Which of them, riling with the fun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeftuous. To the winds they fet 
Their corners ; when with blufler to confound 
Sea, air, and (hoar : the thunder, when to roll 
With terror through the dark aereal hall. 

Some fay, He bid His Angels turn afcanfe 
The Poles of earth, twice ten degrees and more. 
From the fun’s axle ; they with labor pufti’d 
Oblique the centric globe: fomelay the fun 
Was bid turn reins from th’ ALquino&ial road 
Like diftant breadth to Taurus, with the fev’n 
Atlantic lifters, and the S p a r t a n Twins, 

Up to the Tropic Crab; thence, down amain :** 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 
Of feafons to each clime: elfe had the fpring 
Perpetual /mil’d on earth with vernant flow’rs, 

Equal in days and nights, except to thole 
Beyond the Polar circles : to them day 
Had unbenighted fhon, while the low fun 
To recompenfe his diftance, in their fight 
Had rounded flill th’ Horizon, and not known 
Or eaft or weft; which had forbid the fnow 
From cold Estojiland; and fouth as far 
Beneath Magellan. At that tafted fruit 


66m 



r-6-JO 




<58 o 



The fun, as from Thyestean banquet, turn’d 

His courfe intended; elfe how had the world 

Inhabited, though finlefs, more than now 690 

Avoided 
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Avoided pinching cold, and icorchiog heat ? 

Thcle changes in the heav’na (though { low ) produc’d 
Like change on fea, and land ; iid«Md blaft, 

Vapor, and mitt, and exhalation hot} 

Corrupt, and pcftilent ! Now from the north • 

Of Norumbeq.ue, and the Samoed fliore, 

Burfting their brazen dungeon, arm’d with ice 
And fnow, and hail, and flormy guft, and flaw, 

Boreas, and CacciaJ, and Argeftcs loud, 

And Thrafcias, rend the woods, and ieai up-turn : 70a 

With advcrfc blaft up turns them from the fouth 
Notus, and Afcr, black with thundrous clouds 
From Sierra Lion a: thwart of thefe, as fierce, 
Forth rufh the Levant, and the Ponent winds, 

Eurus, and Zephyr ; with their lateral noife, jof 

Sirocco, and Libccchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifelcfs things : but Difcord firft 
(Daughter of Sin) among th’ irrational 
Death introduc’d, through fierce antipathy : 

Bead nftw with beaft ’gan war, and fowl with fowl, 710 
And fifh with fifh: to graze the herb all leaving, 

Devour’d each other; nor flood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him, or with count’nance grim 
Glar’d on him parting. Theie were from without 
The growing miferies, which A dam ftw 715* 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiert (hade. 

To fosrow abandon’d: but worlefelt within ! 

And in a troubled lea of pafiion toft, 

Thus to disburden fought with fad complaint. 

O miferable of happy ! is this the end 71© 

Of this new glorious world, and me Co late 
The glory ot thar glory, who now become 
Accurft of blefled ? Hide me from the face 
Of God, Whom to behold was then my height 

Of 
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Of happinefa ! yet well, if here would end jif 

The miferyj I delerv’d it, and would bear 
My own defervings* but this will not ferve! 

All that I eat, or drink, or (ball beget, 

Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard 

Delightfully, Increaft and multiply . ; 75a 

l^ow death to hear! For what can I increafe, 

Or multiply, but curies on my head ? 

Who of all ages to fucceed, but feeling 

The evil on him brought by nte, will curfe 

My head? ill fare our anceflor impure! 735* 

For this vve may thank Adam! but his thasks 

Shall be the execration : io befides 

Mine own that bide upon raft all from me 

Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound: 

On me, as on their natural centre, light : « 74* 

Heavy, though in their place ! O fleeting joy* 

Of Paradife, 4 «r bought tMhh lading woes ! 

Did I requeft Thee, Maketv from my clay. 

To mold me man ? Did I foUicke Thee 

From darkneis to promote me? Or here place 7+y 

In this delicious garden ? As my will 

Concurr’d not to my Being, it were but right. 

And equal, to reduce me to my dud, 

Dclirous to refign, and render back * 

All I receiv’d ; unable to peform 7;o 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I fought not. To the lofs of tftat, 

Sufficient penalty! why had theu added 

The fenfe of endlefs woes? Inexplicable 

Thy* judice feems.-— - Yet, to lay truth, too late, 7^ 

I thus conted: then fhould have been refus’d 

Thefe terms, whatever, when they were propos’d : 

Thou didd accept them i* wik thou enjoy the good. 

Then cavil the conditions? And though Goo \ 

3 Made 
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Made thee without thy leave, what if thy fon 760 
Prove difobedient', and reprov’d, retort. 

Wherefore didd thou beget me ? I fought it not! 

Wouldd thou admit, for his contempt of thee. 

That proud excufe? Yet him, not thy election, 

But natural necefiity, begot. 7 

Cod made thee of choice His own, and of His own 
To ferve Him ; thy reward was of His grace} 

Thy punifhment then juftly is at His Will. 

Be it fo! for I fubmit; His doom is fair. 

That dud I am, and (hall to dud return: 77* 

O welcome hour whenever! Why delays 
His hand to execute, what His decree 
Fix’d on this day ? Why do I over-live ? 

Why am I mock’d with death, and lengthen’d 
To deathleis pain ? How gladly would I meet 
Mortality my fentence, and be earth 
Infcnfible! How glad would ky me down. 

As in my mother’s lap! There I fhould red, 

And deep fecure: His dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears : no fear of worfe 
To me, and to my off-fpring, would torment 
With cruel expe&ation. — Yet one doubt 
Perfucs me dill, led All I cannot die ; 

Led that pure breath of life, the fpirit of man, 

Which God infpir’d, cannot together peri fh 785* 

With this corporeal clod : then, in the grave, 

Or in fome other difmal place, who knows 

But I fhall die a living death ? O thought 

Horrid, if true ! Yet why ? It was but breath 

Of life that finn’d : what dies, but what had life, 790 

And fin ? The body properly hath neither. 

All of me then fhall die } let this appeafe 
The doubt, fince human reach no further knows. 

For though the Lord of All be infinite, 
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Is his wrath alfo ? Be it! Man is not fo, 75^ 

But mortal doom’d. How can He exercife 

Wrath without end on man, whom death mud end? 

Can He make deathlep death ? That were to make 
Strange -contradi&ion, which to God Himlelf 
Impofiible is held ; as argument 8a* 

Of weaknefs, not of povv’r. Will He draw out. 

For anger’s fake, finite to infinite. 

In punifli’d man, to (atisfy His rigor, 

Satisfy’d never ? That were to extend 

His fentence beyond dud, and nature’s law: 8 of 

By which all caufes elfe, according dill 

To the reception of their matter, aft; 

Not to th’ extent of their own fphear. But lay 
That Death be not one ftroke, as I fuppos’d, 

Bereaving fenfe : but endlefs mifery 3 19 

From this day onward ; which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me, and fo lad 

To perpetuity — Ah me! That fear 

Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution 

On my defenfelefs head: both Death and I 

Am found eternal, and incorporate both. 

Nor I on my part fingle; in me all 

Poderity (lands curd! Fair patrimony 

That I mud leave ye, Tons ! O were I able 

To wade it all my felf, and leave ye none ! g ta 

So di (inherited, how would ye bleis 

Me, now your curfe ! Ah, why (hould all mankind. 

For one man’s fault, thus guiltlefs be condemn’d, 

If guiltlcfi ? But from me what can proceed, 

But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav’d, 8lf 

Not to do only, but to will the fame 

With me? How can they then acquitted dand 

In fight of God? Him after all difputcs 

Forc’d I abfolve : all my evafions vain 

O And 

■* 
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And reafonings, (tho thro’ mazes) lead me fliil S30 
But to my own convittion; full and bit 
' On me, me only, as the fource and tyring 
Of all corruption, all the blame lights due : 

So might the wrath ! Fond wiih ! couldft thou fupport 
Thit burden, heavier than the earth to bear; 

Than all the world much heavier; though divided 
With that bad woman ? Thus whnt thou delir’ft 
And whit thou fcar’lt, alike deftroys all hope 
Of refuge; and concludes rhoc milerable. 

Beyond all paft example, and future: 

To Satan only like, beth crime and doom. 

0 Confcicnce! into what abyfs ofifirars 
. And horrors hkfb thou drlv’n me ? Out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plung’d ! 

Thus Adam to himiclf lamented loud, 

Through the ftill night; not now ("as e’er man fell,) 
Wholfbm, ahd cool, and mild; hut with black air 
Accomparfyy ; with damps and dreadful gloom ; 

■Which to his evil confcience reprefented 
All things with double terror. On the ground Bfo 
Outftretch’d he lay, on the cold -ground ! and oft 
Curs’d his creation ; Death as oft accus’d 
Of tardy execution, fince denounc’d 
’ 'ftic day of his offtiace. Why comes not Death, • 

(Said he) with one thnce : acceptable ftroke Syf 

To end me? Shall Truth fail to keep her word? 

Juftice Divine not haflen to be juft? 

But Death comes not at oaH, Juftice Divine 
Mends not her floweft pace for pray’rs, or cries ! 

O woods, O fountains, * hillocks, dales, and bow’rs! 
With other echo late I tadght your (hades 86 1 

To anfwer, and refound far other long ! — 

Whom thus afHi&ed when lad Eve beheld. 

Defolate 

■* Virhifi it flitn'd be, hills, Rocks, 


% 

840 


Digitized by Google 


BookX. Paradise Lost, i$t 

Defolate where {he fat, approaching nigh. 

Soft words to his fierce paffion fhe aflay’d; 86f 

But her with ftern regard be thus repell’d. 

Out of nay fight, thou ferpent!* — That name bcft 
Befits thee, with him leagu’d ; jhy felf as falfe 
And hateful : nothing wants, but that thy fhape. 

Like his, and color terpentine, may fhew 874 

Thy inward fraud; to warn all creatures from the© 
Henceforth ; left that too hcav’nly form, pretended 
To hellifh falfhood, fnare them! But for thee 
I had perfillcd happy; had not thy pride 
And wand’iing vanity, when leaft was fife, Sjf 

Rejedted my forewarning, anddifdain'd t 

Not to be trufted ; longing to be feen. 

Though by -the devil him tel f ; hina overweenitg 
To over-reach : but with the ferpept meeting. 

Fool’d and beguil’d, by him thou, I by thee 8§® 

To truft thee from my fide; imagin’d wife, 

Conftant, mature, preof againft ail af&ults» , 

And underftood not all was but a fhew. ' /'• 

Rather than folid virtue; all but a rib, 

Crooked by nature, bent (as now appears) 83 y 

More to the part finifter from me drawn i 

Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 

To my juft number found ! O 1 why did Gob, 

Creator wife ! that peopl’d higheft heav’a 

With ipiiits mafeuline, create at left ~ $93 

This novelty on earth, this fair defedt ' 

‘Of nature ? And not fill the world at ones 
With men, as Angels, without feminine? 

Or find fbme other way to generate 

Mankind ? This milchief bad not then befall’n* Spy 

And more that (hall befal: innumerable 

©ifturbancrt on earfh through female {bares, 

‘ - ' O a AoA 
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And ftraight conjunftion with this (ex : for either 

He never (hall find out fit mate} but fuch 

As fome misfortune brings him, or miftake ; 90# 

Or, whom he wifties moll, (hall fcldom gain 

Through her perverfenefs * but (hall fee her gain’d 

By a far worfe : or if flic love, with-hcld 

By parents} or his happieft choice too late 

Shall meet, already link’d, and wedlock-bound 907 

To a fell adverfary, his hate, or fliame : 

Which infinite calamity (lull caufc 
To human life, and houfhold peace confound ! 

He added not, and from her turn’d -—But Eve 
Not (b repuls’d, with tears that ceas’d not flowing, 91* 
And trefles all difordcr’d, at his feet 
Fell humble } and embracing them, befought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

" Forfake me not thus, Adam! Witnefs heav’a 
What love fmcere, and reverence in my heart 9 if - 

I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 

Unhappily deceiv’d ! Thy iuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees •, bereave me not . 1 

(Whereon I live!) thy gentle looks, thy aid, 

Thy counfel, in this uttermoft diftrefs, 9tf* 

My only ftrength, and (lay! Forlorn of Thee, 

Whither (hall I betake me, where fubiift ? 

While yet we live, (fcarce one fliort hour perhaps) 
Between us two let there be peace } both joining 
(As join’d in injuries) one enmity 9iy 

Againft a foe by doom exprefs affign’d us, 

That cruel ferpent ! On me exercife not 
Thy hatred for this mifery befall’n ; 

On me already loft! Me, than thy fe!f 

More mifcrablc! Both have firm'd j but thou 9fo 

, Agamft 
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AgainftGon only; I againftGoD, and thee: 

And to the place of judgment will return, 

There with my cries importune heav’n ; that all 
The fcntence, from thy head remov’d, may light 
On me; fble caufe to thee of all this woe, 93$* 

Me, me, only juft objeft o&His ire! 

She ended weeping ; and her lowly plight 
Immoveable, till -peace obtain’d from fault 
Acknowledg’d, and deplor’d, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation: foon his heart relented 93.0 

Towards her, his life Co late, and foie delight. 

Now at his feet fubmiflive in diftrefs! 

Creature Co fair his reconcilement feeking. 

His counfel, (whom fhe had difpleas’d) his aid f 

As one difarm’d, his anger all he loft; 94; 

And thus with peaceful words uprais’d her foon. 

f / , ' 

% 

Unwary, and too deiirous (*as before. 

So now) of what thou know’ft not, who dcfir’ft 
The punifhment all on thy felf! Alas! 

Bear thine own firft; ill able to fuftaic pj-o 

His full wrath, whofe thou feel’ft as yet lead part; 

And my difpleafure bear’ft fo ill. If pray’rs 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would fpeed before thee: and be louder heard, 

That on My head all might be vifited, 937 

Thy frailty and infirmer fex forgiv’n ; 

To Me committed, and by Me expos’d. 

But rife ; let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other; blam’d enough elfewhere! But drive 
Jn offices of love, how we may light’n p 6 » 

Each other’s burthen, in our (hare of woe : 

Since this day’s death denounc’d (if ought I fee) 

Will prove no fudden, but a (low-pac’d, evil; 
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A long day’s dying to augment our pain: 

And to our feed (Obapieis lecd!) deriv'd. <j6f 

To whom thus Eve, rccov’ring heart, reply 'd. 

A d a m, by lad experiment, 1 know 

Haw little weight my words .with thee can find, 

Found fo erroneous; thence by juft event 

Found fo unfortunate; nevcrthelcls, $;• 

Reftor’d by thee, (vile as I am !) to place* 

Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 

Thy love (the foie contentment of my heart 

Living or dying) from thee I will not hide 

"Whai thoughts in my unquiet breaft arc ris’o: pjf 

Tending to fomc relief of our extremes, 

Or end, though fharp and fad, yet tolerable 
' As in our evils, and of eafier choice. 

If care of our deice at perplex us molt. 

Which rauft be born to certain woe, devour’d *«• 
By Death at laft, ("and miferable it ia 
To be ro others crufe of mifcry. 

Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this curled world a woeful race; 

That after wretched life mud be at laft 
Food for fo foul a monfter : ) in thy pow’r 
It lies yet, e’er conception, to prevent 
The race unbleft, to Being yet unbegot. «. 

Chiidlefs thou art, childlels remain : lb De ath 

Shall be deceiv’d his glut; and with us two ppo 

Be forc’d to fatisfy his rav’nous maw. 

But if thou judge it hard and difficult,' 

Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain 
From love’s due rites, nuptial embraces fweet, 

And withdelire to languiffi wirhout hope, 99 J 

Before the prefent obje£t languiffiing 
With .like delire (which would be milery, 
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And tormenr, lefs than none of what we dread) 

Then, both our ielves and feed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make fhort, too® 
Let us feek Death: or he not found, fupply 
With our own hands his office oa our feives. 

Why if and We longer {hivering under fears. 

That ihew no end but death ; and have the pow’r 
Of many w.tys to die, the fhorteft chuling, 1005: 

Deftru&ion with deftru&ton to deftroy ? — - - 

She ended here, or vehement defpair 
Broke off* the reft: fo much of death her thoughts 
Had entertained, as dy’d her cheeks with pale. 

But Adam, with fuch counfel nothing fway’d, ioie 

To better hopes his more attentive mind 

Lab’ring bad rais’d ; aod thus to Eve reply’d. • 

Eve, thy contempt of life, and pleafure, feems 
To argue in thee fomething more fubiime, 

And excellent, than what thy mind contemns, Ifiif 
But felf-deftru&ion therefore fought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee : and implies, 

•Not thy contempt, but anguifh, and regret 
For lofs of life, and pleafure, over-lov’d. 

Or if thou covet Death, as utmoft end ici ® ' 

Of mifery ; lb thinking to evade 

The penalty pronounc’d ■, doubt not but Goa 

Hath wifeiier arm’d His vengeful ire, than fo 

To be foreftall’d : much more I fear, left Death, 

So fnatch’d, will not exempt us from the pa n ipijT 
We are by doom to pay. Rather, fuch ads 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highcft, 

To make Death in us live ! Then, let us feek 

Some fafer resolution; which me thinks 

I have in view, calling to miad with heed 1 'j* 

' 0 4 Pact 
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Part of our fentence, that “ thy feed fhall bruife 
“ The Serpent's head : ” Piteous amends ! unlefs 
Be meant (whom I conjecture) our grand foe, 

Satan: who in the Serpent hath contriv’d 

Ag3inft us this deceit. To crufti his head io$f 

Would be revenge indeed-, which will be loft 

By death brought on our felves ; or childlefs days 

Refolv’d, as thou propofeft : fo, our foe 1 - 

Shall feape his punifhment ordain’d 5 and we 

Jnftead ihall double ours upon our heads. 1040 

No more be mention’d then of violence 

Againft our felves; and wilful barrennefs 

That cuts us off from hope; and favors only 

Rancor, and pride, impatience, and defpite, 

Reluflance againft God, and His juft yoke 104 j 

JLaid on our necks. Remember with what mild 

And gracious temper He both heard, and judg’d 

Without wrath, or reviling: we expedted 

Immediate diftolution, which we thought 

Was meant by Death that day; when lo ! to thee ioy# 

Pains only in child-bearing were foretold, 

And bringing forth; foon recompens’d with joy. 

Fruit of thy womb: on me the curfc aflope 
Glanc’d on the ground ; with labor I muft earn 
*My bread : what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfe : iff 

Jtfy labor wiil fuftain me : and left cold. 

Or heat, fhould injure us. His timely care 
Hath, unbeiought, provided; and His hands 
Cloath’d us unworthy; pitying while He judg’d.' 

How much more, if we pray Him, will His ear 10 60 

Be open, and His heart to pity incline ? 

And teach us further by what means to fliun 
Th’ inclement feafons, rain, ice, hail and fnow ; 

Which now the sky, with various face, begins 
To fhew us in this mountain ; while the winds 10 6f 

Blow 
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Blow moift and keen, Blattering the graceful locks 
Of thefe fair-fpreading trees 5 which bids us feek 
Some better fhrowd, fome better warmth, to cherifh 
Our limbs benumm’d ; e’er this diurnal ftar 1 069 

Leave cold the night, how we his gather’d beams 
Reflefted, may with matter fere foment j 
Or, by collilion of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 
Juftiing, or pufh’d with winds, rude in their (hock 
Tine the flant lightning ; whofe thwart flame driv’n down, 
Kindles the gummy bark of Fir, and Pines 1076 

And fends a comfortable heat from tar, 

Which might fupply the fun. Such fire to ufc. 

And what may elfe be remedy, or cure 

To evils, which our own miidceds have wrought} roSa 

He will inftruft us praying, and of grace 

Befeeching Him. So as we need not fear - 

To pals commodioufly this life, fuftain’d 

By Him with many comforts; till we end 

In duft, our final reft, and native home! io 8 y 

What better can we do, than to the place 

Repairing where He judg’d us, proftrate fall 

Before Him reverent; and 1 there confefs 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg; with tears 

Wat’ring the ground, and with our fighs the air 1090 

Frequenting, lent from hearts contrite, in fign 

Of forrow unfeign’d, and humiliation meek? 

Undoubtedly He will relent, and turn 
From His difpleafure : in whofe look ferene. 

When angry moft He feem’d, and moft fevere, icpf 
What elfe but favor, grace and mercy Ihon? 


So fpake our father penitent : nor E v e 
Felt lefs remorle. They forthwith to the place 
Repairing where He judg’d tham, proftrate fell 

O f. 


Be- 


Digitized by Google 




298 Paradise Lost: BookX. 

Before Him reverent ; and both confels’d no®. 

Humbly their faults; and pardon begg’d 5 with tears 
Wat’ring the ground ; and with their lighs the air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite; in lign 
Of iorrow unfeign’d, and humiliation meek. 


The end of the Tenth Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Tht Son of Coo prefents to His. Father the prayers / . 
of our firfl parents now repenting, and intercedes for 
them: Goo accepts them, but declares that they mufi 
no longer abide in Paradife: fends Michael with a booed 
of Cherubim to difpojfefs them } but firfl to reveal to 
Adam future things: Michael’/ coming down. Adam 
(hews to Eve certain ominous figns : he difeems Michael'/ 
approach j goes out to meet him: the Angel denounces 
their departure. Eves Lamentation. Adam pleads, but 
fubmits: the Angel leads him up to a high Hill > ftts 
before him in vifion what Jhall happen till the flood. 
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■1US they, in lowlieft plight! repentant 
flood 

Praying; for, from the mercy- (eat above, 
Prevenient grace defcending, had remov’d 
The ftony from their hearts, and made new 
flefh - . 

Regenerate grow inflead ; that lighs now breath’d y 
Unutterable, which the fpirit of pray’r , 

Infpir’d, and wing’d for hcav’n with fpeedier flight • 

Than loudeft oratory. Yet their port 

Not of mean ftitors; nor important lefs 

Seem’d their petition, than when th’ antieqt Pair i© 

In fables old (lefs antient yet than thefe) 

Deucalion, and chafte Pyrrh a, to reflore 
The race of mankind drown’d, before the fhrine 
Of Themis flood devouti To heav’n their pray’rs 
Flevv up, aor mifs’d the way, by envious winds ijr 

Blown 
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Blown vagabond, or fruftratc: in they puls’d 
Dimcnlioolds thro’ heav’nly doors; then clad 
With incenle, where the golden altar t'unVd, 

By their Great Intarceflor, came in light 

Before the F a t h e r’ s tluone : them the glad Son 10 

Prdenting, thus to intercede began. 

See, Father, what firft fruits on earth are fprung 
From Thy implanted grace in man! thele fighs 
And pray’rs, which in this golden ccnfer, mix’d 
With incenfc, I Thy Prieft before Thee bring: iy 

Fruits of more plealing favor, from Thy feed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than thole 
Which (his own hand manuring) all the t»ces 
Of Paradife could have produc’d, e’er fall’n 
From innocence. Now therefore, bend Thine ear 3* 
To Application ; hear his (ighs though mute! 

Unskilful with what words to pray, let Me 
Interpret for him; Me, his advocate 
And propitiation; all his works on Me, 

Good or not good, ingraft : My merit thole ^ 

Shall perfect; and foi thefc, My death dial! pay. 

Accept Me ; and in Me, from thele receive 

The fmel! of peace tow’rd mankind: let him live 

Before Thee reconcil'd, (at leaft his days 

Number’d) tho’ fad ; till Death (bis doom, which I 40 

To mitigate thus plead, not to revetfe) 

To better life fhall yield him ; where with Me 
All My Redeem’d may dwell, in joy, and hiifs j 
Made one with Me, as I with Thee am One. 

To Whom the Father, without cloud, lerene. 4^ 

< All Thy requeft for man. Accepted Sow! 

Obtain; all Thy requeft was My decree. 

But longer in that Paradiie to dwell. 

The 
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The law I gave to nature him forbids. 

Thofe pure immortal elements, that know j » . 

No grols, no unharmonious mixture foul, 

Ejedt him, tainted now; and purge him off, 

(As a diftemper) grols, to air as grofs, 

And mortal food ; as may difpofe him beft 

For difl'olution wrought by fin, that firft ■ 

Di temper’d all things; and of incorrupt. 

Corrupted. I, at firft, with two fair gifts 
Created him endow’d, with Happineis, 

And Immortality, that, fondly loft; 

This other, ferv’d but to eternize woe; 6a , 

Till I provided Death ; fo Death becomes 

His final remedy : and after life 

Try’d in fharp tribulation, and refin’d 

By faith, and faithful works; to'fecond life, 

(Wak’d in the renovation of the juft,) 6p 

Refigns him up, with hcav’n and earth renew’d. 

But lec U S call to fy nod all the file ft. 

Thro’ hcav’n’s wide bounds: from them I will not hid*. 

My judgments, bow with mankind 1 proceed; 

As how with peccant Angels late they law; ja ... 

And in their ftate, tho’ firm, flood more confirm’d. , 

i 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright Minifter that watch’d: he blew 
His trumpet (heard in Ore b lince, perhaps, 

When God delcended; and, perhaps, once more 
To found at general doom.) Th’ Angelic blaft 
Fill’d all the regions : from their blifsful bow’rs 
Of Amarantin fiiadc, fountain or fpring, 

By the waters of Life, where- e’er they fat , 

In fellow fhips of joy, the Sons of Light 
Haded, reforting to the lummons high; 

And took their feats: till from His Throne fupreme 
Th’ Almighty thus pronounc’d His Sov’reign Will,. 


7T 

q 


/ 




Digitized by Google 




304 Paradise Lost. Book XI. 

O Sons ! like one of Us man is become 
To know both good and evil, finoe his tafte 
Of that defended fruit: but let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft, and evil got; 

Happier! had it fuffic’d him to have kaown 
Good by it felf, and evil not at all. 

He forrows now, repents, and prays contrite; 

My motions in him : longer than they move, 

His heart I know how variable, and vain. 

Self-left. Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat, 

And live for ever, (dream at lead to live 
For ever) to remove him I decree. 

And fend him from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence he was taken; fitter foil! 

Mich a el, this My beheft have thou in charge ! 

Take to thee from among the Cherubim ioo 

Thy choice of flaming warriors; left the fiend, 

(Or in behalf of man, or to invade 
Vacant pofleflion,) forae new trouble raife. 

Hafte thee! and from the Paradife of God 
Without remorfe drive out the finful Pair; toy 

From hallow’d ground th* unholy: and denounce 
To them, and to their progeny, from thence 
Perpetual banifhment. Yet left they faint. 

At the fad fentence rigoroufly urg’d, 

(For I behold them foften’d, and with tears no 

Bewailing their excefs) all terror hide. 

If patiently thy bidding they obey, 

Difmifs them not difconfolate; reveal • 

To Adam what lhall come in future days, 

'As I fhall thee inlighten : intermix i if 

My cov’nant in the woman’s feed renew’d! 

So fend them forth, tho’ forrowing, yet in peace. 

And on the eaft-fide of the garden place, 

; Where 
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(Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbs,) 

Cherubic watch; and of a fword the flame izo 

Wide-waving ; all approach far off to fright, 

And guard all paflage to the Tree of Life : 

Left Paradife a receptacle prove 

To fpirits foul, and all My trees their prey; 

With whofe ftol’n fruit man once more to delude. N np 

He ceas’d ; and th’ Arch-Angelic Pow’r prepar’d 
For fwift defcent : with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim : four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus; all their fliape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofe 130 
Of A r g u s, and more wakeful than to drouze. 

Charm’d with Arcadian pipe, the paft’ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean- while, 

To re-falute the world with facred light i J 4 

Leucothea wait’d ; and with frefti dews imbalm’d 
The earth; when Adam, and firft matron Eve, 

Had ended now their orifons ; and found 
Strength added from above ; new hope to fpring 
Out of defpair; joy, but with fear yet link’d: 

Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew’d. r^o 

\ 

Eve, eafily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from heav’n defeends: 

But, that from us ought fhould afeend to heav’a. 

So prevalent, as to concern the mind 

Of G o d High-Bleft ; or, to incline His Will ; 147 

Hard to belief may feem: yet, this will prayer, 

Or one fhort figb of human breath, up-born 
Ev’n to the feat of G od. For fince I fought ' 

By pray’r th’ offended Deity t’appeafe ; 

Kneel’d, and before Him bumbl’d all my heart; ijo 
Methought I law Him placable, and mild, 
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Bending His ear : periualion in me grew 

Th,1t 1 was heard with favor; peace return’d 

Home to my breaft; and to my memory 

His promife, that “ thy feed (hall bruite our foe: ” ij-f 

Which, then not minded in dtfmay, yet now 

A flares me that the bitternefe of Death 

It part, and we (hall live. Whence, hail to Thee! 

Eve rightly call’d, mother of all mankind, 

Mother of all things living, fioct -by Thee t6o 

Man is to live, and ail things lute for man! 

To whom thus Evi, with fed demeanor meek: 

Jll worthy I, filch title ihould belong 
To me tranlgreHbr, who, tor thee ordain’d 
A help, became thy fasre : to me reproach i i 6 f> 

Rather belongs, diftruft, and all diipraiie! 

But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 

That I, who firft brought Death on all, am grac’d 
The foutce of life; next favourable Thou ; 

Who highly thus t’ intitle me voucbfef ’ft; 

Far other name defer ving! But the field • 

To labor calls us, now with fweat impos’d, 

Though after fleeplefe night: for fee! the morn, 

Ali iinconcern’d with our unreft, begins 

Her rofy progrefs finding : let us forth; 17/ 

I never from thy fide henceforth to ftray, 

Whcre-e’cr our days work lies; though now enjoin’d 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell, 

What can be toilfem in thefe pieafant walks ? 

Here let us live, though in feil’n ftate, content! 180 

So fpake, fo wi fil’d much-humbl’d Eve; but Fate* 
Sebfcrib’d not: nature firft gave figns, imprets’d 
On bird, beaft, air; air fuddenly eclips'd. 

After fhoit blufii of morn : nigh in her fight, 

i . ^ / » 


The, 
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The bird of J o v e, ftqop’d from his aery tour, 1 9 f 

Two birds of gayeft plume before him drove: 

Down from a hill, the beaft that reigns in woods, 

(Fir ft hunter then; perfu’d a gentle brace, 

Goodlieft of all the foreft, hart and hind ; 

Direct to th’ eaftem gate was bent their flight. 190 
Adam obferv’d, and with his eye the chafe 
Ec, fuing, not unmov’d, to Eve thus ipakc. 

O Eve! fame farther change awaits us nigh, 

( Which heav’n, by thefe mute ligns in nature, fhcws 

Forerunners of His purpofe: or to warn i9jT. 

Us, haply too fecure, of our difcharge 
From penalty, becaufe from Death releas’d 
Some days: how long, and what till then our life. 

Who knows? Or more than this, that we arc dull, 

And thither mu ft return and be no more? aoi 

Why elfe this double object in our fight, 

Of flight perfu’d in tfr air, and o’er the ground, 

One way the felf-fwne hour ? Why in the eaft 
Darknefs e’er day’s mid courfe? And morning-light 
More orient in yon weftern cloud, that draws zoj* 

O’er :he blue fiimament a radiant white; 

And flow defcends, with lomething heav’nly fraught? 

He err’d not ; for by this the heav’nly bands 
Down from a sky of jafper lighted now 
In Paradile, and on a hill made halt: 21* 

A glorious apparition ! bad not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm’d Adam’s eye. 

Not that more glorious ; when the Angels met 

Jacob, in M a h a n a t m j .where he few 

The field, pavilion’d with his guardians bright: ng 

Nor that, which on the flaming mount appear’d 

In Dothan 5 cover’d with a camp of fire. 

Again!?; : 
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Againft the S v r i a iJF King ; who to furprize 
One man, aflaflinc like, had levy’d war ; 

War unprockim’d. The Princely Hierarch aao 

In their bright ftand there left his Pow’rs, to leife 
Poileflion of the garden : he alone, 

To find where Adam fhelter’d, took his way ■, 

Not unperceiv’d of A d a m, who to E v e, 

While the great vifitant approach’d, thus fpake. ny 

Eve, now expedt great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will foon determine; or impole 
New laws to be obferv’d : for I defery. 

From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill, 

One of the heav*nly hoft ; and by his gait 
None of the meaneft: fome great Potentate, 

Or of the Thrones above; fuch ma jefty 
Inverts him coming ! yet not terrible, 

That I lhould fear ; nor fociably mild. 

As Raphael, that I fhould much confide; 

But folemn and fublime: whom not t’ offend, * 

With reverence I mull meet, and thou retire. 

He ended; and th’Arch-Angel foon drew nigh; 

Not in his fhape coeleftial, but as man 
Clad to meet man : over his lucid arm* 140 

A military vert of purple flow’d; 
livelier than M e l i b oe a n, or the grain 
Of S a r r a, worn by Kings and Heroes old 
In time of truce; Iris had dipp’d the wooff: 

His ftarry helm unbuckl’d, fhew’d him prime a+y 
In manhood, where youth ended: by his fide 
(As in a glift’ring Zodiac) bung the fword, 

Satan’s dire dread; and in his hand the fpear. 

Adam bow’d low: he, Kingly, from his Hate 
Inclin’d not, but his coming thus declar’d. zyo 

Adam! 
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Adam! heav’n’s high beheft no preface needs: 
Sufficient that thy pray’rs are heard, and Death, 
(Then due by lentence when thou did ft tranfgrefs) 
Defeated of his (cifure many days, 

Giv’n thee of grace, wherein thou may’ft repent, 
And one bad a£l with many deeds well done 
May’ft cover: well may then thy Lord, appeas’d. 
Redeem thee quite from Death’s rapacious claim. 
But longer in this Paradifc to dwell 
Permits not: to remove thee I am come, 

And fend thee from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence thou waft taken, fitter foil! 

He added not; for Adam at the news 
Heart-ftruck with chilling gripe of farrow ftood, 
That all his fanfes bound ! Eve, who unfeen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difcover’d foon the place of her retire. 

O unexpected ftroke, worft than of Death! 

Muft I thus leave thee, Paradife? thus leave 
Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and {hades, 

Fit haunt of Gods? where 1 had hope to fpend, 
Quiet, though fad, the refpit of that day 
That muft be mortal td us both! O flow’rs, 

That never will in other climate grow; 

My early vifitation, and my laft 
At ev’n, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firft op’ning bud, and gave ye names ! 
Who now {ball rear ye to the fun, or rank 
Your tribes, ahd water from th’ ambrofial fount ? 
Thee laftly, nuptial bow’r, by me adorn’d 
With what to fight or fmcll was fwcet ! from thea 
How {hall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower worlds to this obfeure, 
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5 ' •— 

And wild? How fhall wc breathe in other air 

Lefs pure, *ccu (loan’d to immortal fruits? 18/ - 

Wham thus the Angel interrupted mild: 

“Lament not, Eve, but patiently reiign 
What juftly thou haft loft: nor fet thy heart 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine. 

Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes ' ‘ jpo 
Thy husband; him to follow thou art bound: 

Where he abides, think there thy native foil. 

Adam, by this from the cold fudden damp 
Recov’ring, and his fcatter’d fpirits return’d; 

To Michael thus his humble words addrefs'd. tqj 


Coeleftial! whether among the Thrones, or nam’d 
Of them the higheft ; for fuch of (hape may feem ' ' 
Prince above Princes! Gently haft thou told 
Thy meftage, which might clfc in telling wound, 

And in performing end us: what befides 
Of furrow, and dej edition, ami defpatr, 

Our frailty can fuftsin, thy tidings bring. 

Departure from this happy place ; our fweet 
Recefs, and only conlolation left 

Familiar to our eyes !) all places e’fe 30/ 

,Inhofpitable appear, and defoiate ; 

Nor knowing us, nor known. And if by pray’r 

Inceflaat, I could hope to change the will 

OF Him Who all things can, I would not ceafe 

To weary Him with my affiduous cries. t 310 

But pray’r againft His abiolutc decree 

No more avails, thin breath againft the wind ; 

Blown ft i/ling back on him tint breaths it forth : 
Therefore to His great bidding I fubmit f 
This moft afflidls me, that departing hence, 3 1 y 

. As 
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As from His face I fhall be hid, depriv’d 
His blefled countenance ! Here I could frequent 
With worfhip, place by*piace, where He vouehfafd 
Prefence Divine: and to my ions relate; 

“ On this mount He appear’d; under this tree 
Stood viiibie; among thele pines His voice 
“ I heard; herewith Him at this fountain talk’d.” 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of grafly turf; and pile up every done 
Of luftre, from the brook ; in memory, 

Or monument to ages: and thereon 

Offer fweet-fmciling gums, and fruits, and flow’rs. 

In yonder nether world where (bail 1 feek 
His bright appearances, or foct-ftep trace ? 

For though 1 fled Him angry, yet recau’d 
To life prolong’d, and promis’d race, 1 now 
Gladly behold, though but His utmoft skirts 
Of glory; and far-off His fteps adore. , 

To whom thus Michaei, with regard benign . 
Adam! thou know’ft heav'n His, and all the earth; 
Not this rock only ; His Gmhiprefence fills 
Land, (ca, and air, and every kind that lives. 
Fomented by His virtual pow’r, and warm’d. 

All th' earth He gave thee to pofleis, and rule ; 

No defpicable gift ! furmife not then 

His pretence to thefe narrow bounds confin’d 

Of Paradile, or-EDEN: this had been 

Perhaps thy Capital Seat, from whence had fpread 

All generations ; and had thither come 

From all the ends of th’ earth, to celebrate 

And reverence thee their great progenitor. 

But this p*ac -eminence thou haft loft ; brought down 
To dwell On even ground now with thy Tons. 

Yet doubt not but in valley, and in pla,o, 
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G o d is as here; and will be found alike 370 

Prefent; and of His prefence many a fign 
Still following thee, dill com palling thee round 
' With goodnefs, and paternal love, His face 
Exprefi, and of His fteps the track divine. 

Which that thou may’d believe, and be confirm'd 3# 
E’er thou from hence depart; know, I am fent 
To (hew thee what (hall come in future days 
To thee, and to thy offspring : good with bad 
Expett to hear; fupernal grace contending 
With fmfulncd of men ; thereby to learn 36® 

x True patience; and to temper joy, with fear 
And pious forrow; equally inur’d 
By moderation either (late to bear, 

Profperous or adverfe : fo (halt thou lead 

Safeft thy life, and bed prepar’d indure 3 6f 

Thy mortal pafiage when it comes. Afcend 

This hill; let Eve (for I have drench’d her eyes). 

Here deep below ; while thou to forefight wak’d; 

As once thou flept’d, whild (he to life was form’d. 

370 
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To whom thus Adam gratefully reply’d. 

Afcend, 1 follow thee, fafe Guide ! the path 
Thou lead’d me; and to the hand of heav’n fubmit, 
However chad’ning! to the evil, turn 
My obvious bread; arming to overcome 
By differing, and earn red from labor won ; 

If fo I may attain ! — - So both afcend. 

In the vifions of Go d. It was a hill, 

Of Paradifc the highelf; from whofe top 
The hemifphere of earth, in cleared ken, 

Stretch’d out to th’ ampled reach of profpe£t lay. 
Not high’r that hill, nor wider looking round, 
Whereon (for different caule) the tempter fet 
Our Second Adam, in the wildernefs; 
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To (hew Him all earth’s kingdoms, and their glory. 

His eye might there command wherever ftood 
City, of old or modem feme; the feat 
Of mightieft empires from the deftin’d walls 
Of C a mb alu, feat of Cathaian Cham; 

And Samarcand byOxus, Temir’s throne; 

To Pekin, of Sinaan Kings: and thence 390 
To Agra, and Lahor, of great Mogul; 

Down to the golden Chersonese: or where 

The Persian in Ecbatan fat; or fince 

In H Ispahan: or, where the Russian Kzap> 

In Moscow; or the Sultan in Bizance; 39$" 
TuRCHESTAN-born: nor could his eye not ken 
* Th’ empire of N e g u s, fb his utmoft Port 
Ercoco; and the lefs maritim Kings, 

Monbaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala (thought Ophir) to the realm 40* 
Of Congo, and Angola, fartheft fouth: 

Or thence, from Niger flood to Atlas mount. 

The Kingdoms of Almansor, Fez, and S us, 
Morocco, and Algiers, and T r e m i s e n : 

Or Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 
The world: in fpirit perhaps he alfo faw 406 

Rich Mexico, the feat of Montezume, 

And Cusco in Peru, the richer feat 
Of Atabalipa: and yet unfpoil’d 
Guiana; whofe f great city Ger yon’s Ions 4ta 
Call El Dorado. But to nobler fights, 

Michael from Adam’s eyes the film remov’d, 

Which that falfe fruit that promis’d clearer fight 
Had bred ; then purg’d with Euphrafy and Rue 
The vifual nerve, for he had much to fee; 41^ 

And from the Well of Life three drops inftill’d. 

So deep the pow’r of thefe ingredients pierc’d 
(Ev’n to the inmoft feat of mentttl fight)! 

P ' That 

* EtbitpU, t &Unoa; 
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" *> * * 

That Adam, -nbWmforek! to dofebis-eySs,-.) ’ • ’«•• 

Sijnk down, and .aif bis fpirits became intrans’d : 410 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais’d, and his sattentioa thus recall’d. 

; %• n » 

Ad AM* now ope thine eyes; and fir-ft behold 
'Bh’effc&s, which thy-original crime hath wrought 
In Ibme tofpring from thee; who never touch’d 41^ 
Th’ excepted trc«> nor with -the faake confpir’di 
Nor finn’d thy^inh yet from- that fin derive 
Corruption, to bung forth «lore violent deeds. 

• ^ ' • ;’;V‘ • tfi «i 1 a* * • • . • 

' His eyes he opened, end beheld a field, - . . „. . 

'Part arable and tilth; whereon Vere fiicaves 43® 

New reap’d : the other part, (beep-walks and Folds : 

I’ th’ midfl, an altarj as the land- mark, flood j 

P^iftic, of grafly fed : -thither anon 

A fwcaty reaper from bis tillage brought 

Firft frgits, the gseen ear, and the yellow fheaf; 43 y 

UncuH’d,,as cafne to hand : a (hepherd next, 

More meek, came with the firftlings of his flock, 

Choiceft and beft : then facriticing, laid 

The inwards and their fat, with incenfe ftrew’d. 

On the cleft wood, and all due rites perform’d: . 440 

His off 'ring foon propitious fire from heav’n , c 0 0 : 
Confum’d , with nimw glance, and grateful fleam ; . 

The other’s not, for his was not fincere. ; . :: ... 

Whereat he inly rag’d, and as they talk’d, ,, 3 c ,i' • , 

Smote him into the midriff with a ftone, „ • .. 44^ ; 

That beat out life: he fell; and deadly pale 
Groan’d out his foul, with gufhing blood effus’d! 

Much at the fight was Ad a m in his heart" 

I>i!hfay’d, and thus in hafte to th’ Angel cry’d, . 1 

. \ 

! ’ > • • t 

O Teacher ! fome great mifehief bath befaa’n 4T<> 

. " • To 
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To that meek man, who well had facrific’d: 

Is piety thus, and pure devotion paid ? 

T’ whom Michael thus (he alfb mov’d) reply’d : 
Thefe two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins: th’ unjuft the juft hath flams 4 jf 

For envy, that his brother’s offering found 
From heav’n acceptance: but the bloody fa& 

Will be aveng’d 5 and th’ other’s faith, approv’d, 

Lofe no reward ; though here thou fee him die. 

Roiling in duft and gore. To which our fire, 460 

* 

Alas, both for the deed and for the caule! 

But have I now feen Death ? is this the way 
I muft return to native duft? O fight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 

Horrid to think, how horrible to feel! 46$ 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou haft feca 
In his firft ftiapc on man : but many fliapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave: all difinal! yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th’ entrance, than within. 47a 

Some (as thou faw’ft) by violent ftroke (hall die; 

By fire, flood, famine: by intemperance more 

Iu meats and drinks, which on the earth lhall bring 

Difeafcs dire : of which a monftrous crew 

Before thee fhall appear; that thou may’ll know 47^ 

What milcry th’ in-abftinence of E v e 

Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 

Before his eyes appear’d, fad, noifom, dark, 

A lazar-houfe it fcem’d ; wherein were laid 
Numbers of ail di leas’d : all maladies + 3 » 

Of gaftly fpafm, or racking torture, qualities 
Of heart- fick agony, all fcav’rous kinds, 
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Convulfions, cpilepfics, fierce catarrhs, 

Inteftin ftonc, and ulcer, cholic-pangs, 

Darmoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy 48/ 

And moon-ffruck madnefs, pining atrophy, 

Marafmus, and wide- wafting peftilence. 

Dropfics, and afthma’s, and joint-racking rheums. 

Dire was the tolling ! deep the groans ! Despair 
T ended the fick bulieft from couch to couch: 49^ 

And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook; but delay’d to ftrike, though oft invok’d 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 

Sight To deform what heart of rock could long 
Dryey’d behold? Adam could not, bur wept, 45 y 

Though not of woman born ; companion quell’d 
His beft of man, and gave him up to tears 
A (pace ; till firmer thoughts reftrain’d excefs. 

And fcarce recovering words his plaint renew’d. 

O miferable mankind! to what fall ;o» 

Degraded, to what wretched ftate referv’d! 

Better end here unborn ! Why is life giv’n 

To be thus wrefted from us ? rather, why 

Obtruded on us thus? who, if we knew 

What we receive, would either not accept joy 

Life offer’d ; or foon beg to lay it down ; 

Glad to be fo difinift in peace. Can thus 
Th’ image of God in man, (created once 
So goodly and eredf, though faulty fincc! ) 

To fuch unlightly fufftrings be debas ’d, y 1 • 

Under inhuman pains ? Why fhoulJ not man, 

Retaining ftill divine fimilirude 
In part, from fuch deformities be free, 

And for his Maker’s Image fake exempt ? 

Their Maker’s I mage, anfwcr’d Michael, then $ if , 
Ferlbok them, when therafejves they vilify’d 
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To fervc ungovern’d appetite : and took 
His image whom they ferv’d, a brutifh vice, 

Induftive mainly to the fin of E v e. 

Therefore fo abje& is their punithmenr, - jao 

Disfiguring not God’s iikenefs, but their own: 

Or if His Iikenefs, by themfelves defac’d. 

While they pervert pure nature’s healthful rules 

To loathfome ficknefs ; worthily, fince they 

God’s Image did not reverence in themfelves. f ip 

I yield it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit ! 

But is there yet no other way, Jjefides 
Thcfe painful paffages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural duft? 

* s 

There is, faid M i ch a el, if thou well obferve yjo 
The rule of not too much ; by temperance taught 
In what thou eat’ft and drink’ll; feeking from thence 
Due nourifhment, no gluttonous delight : 

Till many years over thy head return, 

So mayft thou live; till like ripe fruit thou drop yjy 
Into thy mother’s bp; or be with eafe 
Gather’d, not hardily pluck’d, -for death mature. 

This is Old Age: but then, thou rouft outlive 
Thy youth, thy ftrength, thy beauty; which will change 
To wither’d, weak, and gray : thy fenfes then 
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafure muft forego, 

To what thou haft ; and for the air of youth, 

{ Hopeful, and chearfiil) in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold, and dry, 

To weigh the fpirits down ; and laft confume 
The balm of life. To whom our anceftor. 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much: bent rather, liow I may be quit 
Taireft and eafieft of this cumbrous charge ; 
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Which I muft keep till my appointed day ff 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My diffolution ! Michael reply’d. 

Nor love thy life, nor hate; but what thou ItVft 
Live well; how long, or fhort, permit to heav’n: 

And now prepare thee for another fight. yyjj 

He look’d, and faw a fpacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue : by fome, were herds 
Of ( cattle grazing : others, whence the found 
Of Inftruments, that made melodious chime. 

Was heard, of Harp, and Organ ; and who mov’d 
Their (lops and chords was feen : his volant touch 
Inftinfl through all proportions, low and high, 

Fled and perfu’d tranfverfe the refonant fugue. 

In other part, flood one who at the forge 
Lab’n'ng, two mafly clods of ir’n, and braft, f6% 

Had melted (whether found where cafual fire 
Had wafted woods on mountain, or in vale, 

Down to the veins of earth; thence gliding hot 
To fome cave’s mouth; or whether wafh’d by dream 
From under-ground) the liquid Ore he drein’d j y 

Into fit molds prepar’d; from which he form’d 
Firft his own tools : theo, what might elfe be wrought 
Fufil, or grav’n in metal. After thefo, 

(But on the hither fide) a different fort 
From the high neighb’ring hills, which was their feat, 
Down to the plain defeended: by their guife jyf 

Juft men they feem’d, and all their ftudy bent 
To worfhip God aright, and know his works 
Not hid; nor thofc things laft, which might preferve 
Freedom, and peace to men : they on the plain y8o 
Long had not walk’d, when from the tents, behold! 

A bevy of fair women; richly gay 

In 
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In gems and wanton drefs; to th’ harp they fung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on: 

The men, tho’ grave, ey’d them ; and let their eyes ySy 
, Rove without rein; till in- the amorous net 

Ftrft caught, they lik’d; and each his liking chofe: . 

And now of love they treat, till th’ ev’ning ftar 
( Love’s harbinger) appear’d : then, all in heat 
They light •the nuptial torch; and bid invbke ypo- 
Hymen, then firft to marriage rites invok’d: 

With feaft and mufic all the tents reibund. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 

Of love and youth not loft, longs, garlands, flow’rs, 

And charming fymphonies, attach’d the heart ypy 

Of Adam, (foon inclin’d t” admit delight, 

The bent of nature !) which he thus expreft. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleft ! 

Much better Items this vifion, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two paft : 6 a© 

Thole were of hate, and death, or pain much worle ; 
Here, nature feems fulfill’d in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is belt 
By pleafure, though to nature feeming meet; 

Created, as thou art, to nobler end, 6 oy. 

Holy and pure, conformity divine ? 

Thole tents thou faw’ft lo plealant, were the tents 
Of wickednefs ; wherein {hall dwell his race 
Who flew his brother: ftudious they appear 
Of arts that polifh life; inventors rare; 6 r* 

Unmindful of their Maker, though His S p i r Mr 
Taught them ; but they His gifts acknowledg’d none. 

Yet they a beauteous offspring lhall beget. 

For that fair female troop thou iaw’ft, that feem’d 
©f Goddefles, lb blithe, lo fmootb, lo gay j € 
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Yet empty of all good, wherein confirts 
Woman’s domeftic honor, and chief prai/e; 

JBred only, and completed, to the taftc 
Of luflful appetence i to ling, to dance, 

To drels, and troule the tongue, and roll the eye ; 6 im 
To thefe, that fober race of men (whole lives 
Religious, titled them the fons of GodJ 
Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame, 
ignobly ! to the trains, and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair Athcifls; and now fwtm in joy, tip 
(E’crlong to fwim at large) and laugh : for which 
The world e’erlong a world of tears muff weep ! 

To whom thus Adam, of fhort joy bereft. 

O pity and fhame ! that they, who to live well 
Enter’d fo fair, fhould turn alide to tread 630 

Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint ! 

But Hill I fee the tenor of man’s woe 
Hold on the fame, from woman to begin. 

From man’s effeminate flacknefs it begins* 

(Said th’ Angel) who fhould better hold his place 
By wifdom, and fuperior gifts receiv’d. 

But now prepare thee for another feene. 

He look’d, and few wide territory fpread 
Before him, towns and rural works between : 

Cities of men, with lofty gates and tow’rs ; 640 

Concourfe in arms; fierce faces threatning war; 

Oiants of mighty bone, and hold emprife! 

Part wield their Arms, part curb the foaming fteed: 

Single, or in array of battle rang’d. 

Both Horfe and Foot; nor idly muft’ring flood: <4f 

One way, a Band feleft from forage drives 
Aierd of beeves, fair oxen, and fair kine, 
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From a fat meadow-ground; or fleecy flock. 

Ewes, and their bleating iambs, over the plain; 
Their booty : fcarce with life the fhepherds fly ; 

But call in aid; which makes a bloody fray. 

With cruel Tournament the fquadrons join! 

Where cattle paftur’d late, now fcatter’d lies 
With carcafles, and arms, th’ infanguin’d field, 
Deferted. Others, to a city ftrong 
Lay liege, incamp’d; by Batc’ry, Scale, and Mine, 
AlTaulting: others, from the wall defend 
With dart, and jav'Jin, ftones, and fulph’rous fire: 

On each hand flaugliter, and gigantic deeds. 

In other part, the feeptred heralds call 
To council, in the city gates : anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd, 
Aflcmble, and harangoes are heard'*, but loon. 

In fadlious oppofition: till at laft, 

Of middle age -one riling, eminent 

In wife depot t, fpake much of right and wrong, 

Of juftice, of religion, truth and peace, 

And judgment from above: him old and young 
Exploded, and had feiz'd with violent hands ; 

Had not a cloud defeending fnatch’d him thenc*, 

Unfeen amid the throng: lb violence 

Proceeded, and oppreflion, and fword-law 

Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. ' 

Adam was all in tears, and to his Guide 

Lamenting turn’d foil lad : O what are thefe? 

Death’s minifter’s, not men! who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men; and multiply 

Ten thouiandfbld the fin of him who flew 

His brother: for of whom fitch maflacre 

Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men ? 

But who was that Juft Man, whom had not heav’n 
Refcu’d, had in his rightcoufnefs been loft ? 
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To whom thus Michael. Thefe arc the product 
OF thole ill-mated marriages thou faw’ft; 

Where good with bad were match’d; who of themfelves 
Abhor to join: and by imprudence mix’d, 68$ 

Produce prodigious births, of body or mind. 

Such were thefe Giants; men of high renown! 

For in thofe days, might only fhall be admir’d; 

And valor, and Heroic Virtue, call’d; 

To overcome in battel, and fubdue 

Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 

Man-flaughter, Hull be held the highed pitch 

Of human glory; and for glory done 

Of triumph, to be ftyl’d great Conquerors, 6p> 

Patrons of mankind, Gods, and Tons of Gods: 

Ddtroycrs rightiier call’d, and plagues of men. 

Thus fame fluU be atchiev’d, renown on earth; 

And what mod merits fame, in faience hid. 

But he, the feventh from thee, whom thou beheldft 7»s 
The only righteous in a world perverfe, 

And therefore hated, therefore fq be let 
With foes, for daring fingle to be juft, 

And utter odious truth, tha^G sd would come 
To judge them with His Saints : him the Moll High 
(Rap’d in a balmy cloud with winged deeds) 7*$ 

Did, as thou faw’ft, receive; to walk with God 
High in falvation, and the climes of blifs. 

Exempt from death: to fliew thee what reward 
Awaits the good ; the reft, what punilhment: 71* 

[Which now direct thine eyes, and foon behold. 

He look’d, and law the face of things quite chang’d : 
The brizen throat of war ha I ceas’d to roar ; 

All now was turn’d to jollity, ar.d game, 

To luxury and riot, feaft and dance; yif 

Marrying, or proftituting (as befel) 

Rape, oc adultery, where pafiing Fair 
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Allor’d them : thence from cups, to civil broils. 

At length a reverend tire among them came, 

And of their doings great diflike declar’d. 

And teftify’d againlt their ways ; he oft 
Frequented their ailcmblies, wherefo met, 

Triumphs, or feftivals : and to them preach’d 
Converiion, and repentance; as to fouls • 

In prifon, under judgments imminent : 

But all in vain ! which when he law, he ceas’d 
Contending, and remov’d his tents far-off. 

Then, from the mountain hewing timber tall. 

Began to build a Veil'd of huge bulk j 
Meafur’d by cubit, length, and breadth, and height 
Smear’d round with pitch ; and in the fide a door 
Contriv’d; and of provifions laid in large, 

For man and heart : when lo, a wonder rtrange! 

Of every heart, find bird, and infeft fmall 
Came fevens, and pairs, and enter’d in, as taught 
Their order : lail the fire, and his three fons , 

With their four wives : and God made fart the door. . 
Mean while the fouthwind roie, and with black wings 
Wide-hov’ring, all the clouds together drove 
From under heav’n ; the hills to their fupply 
Vapor, and exhalation dusk and moift, 

Sent up amain : and now, the thicken’d sky 
Like a dark ceiling flood; down rurti’d the rain 
Impetuous : and continu’d till the earth 
No more was feen: the floating Veflel fwum 
Uplifted; and fecure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o’er the waves : all dwellings elfe 
Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp - ’ . 
Deep under water roll’d ; fea cover’d lea ; 

Sea without (hoar ; and in their palaces yy 0 

Where luxury late reign’d, fea-monfters whelp’d . . ^ ' 

And ftabled:. of mankind, (fo numerous late) 

All- 
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All left, in one fmall bottom fwum imbark’d. 

How didft thou grieve then, Adam, to behold ‘ 

The end of all thy off-fpring, end fo fad, jff 

Depopulation ! Thee another flood, 

Of tears and fortow a flood, thee alio drown’d 5 
And funk thee as thy fbns : till gently roar’d 
By th’ Angel, on thy feet thou ftood’ft at laft, 

-Tho’ comfortlefs; as when o father mourns 76* 

His children, all in view deflroy’d at once: 

And fcarce to th' Angel utter ’dft thus thy plaint. 

O viiionj ill foreseen ! Better had I 
Liv’d ignorant of future, fo had born 
My part of evil only, each day’s lot 7 4 f 

Enough to bear ; thofe now, that were difpens'd 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once by my foteknowledge ; gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me e’er their Being, 

With thought that they muft be. Let no man feek 770 
Henceforth to ba foretold, what fball befal 
Him or his children : evil he may be fure: 

'Which neither his foreknowing can prevent ; 

And he the future evil fball no left 

In apprehenfion, than in fubftance, feel; . jjf 

Grievous to bear ! But that care now is paft, 

Man is not whom to warn : thole few efeap’d, 

Famin, and anguifh, will at laft confume, 

Wandring that wat’ry Defert. I had hope 
When violence was ceas’d, and war on earth, 780 

All would have then gone weH; peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of man. [crown’d 
But I was far deceiv'd ! For now I fee 
Peace to corrupt no left, than war to wafte. 

How comes it thus? Unfold, cceleftial guide! 7% 
And whether here the race of man will cad. 

To 
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To whom thus Michael. Thoie whom laft thou 
In triumph, and luxurious wealth, are they [law’ft 
Firft feen in arts of prowefs eminent. 

And great exploits ; but of true virtue void : 790 

Who having fpil’d much blood, and done much wafte. 
Subduing nations ; and atchiev’d thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey ; 

Shall change their courle to pleafure, cafe and lloth, 
Surfeit, and luft ; till wantoanefs, and pride, ypy 

R aife out of friendthip hoftilc deeds in peace. 

The conquer’d alfo, and enflavld by war, 

Shall, with their freedom loft, all virtue lofc, 

And fear of God; from Whom their piety feign’d, 

In fturp conte ft of battel found no aid, 800 

Againft invaders : therefore, cool’d in zeal, 

Thenceforth fhall pra&ife how to live fccure. 

Worldly, or diilolute ; on what their Lords 
Shall leave them to injoy: (for th’ earth fhall bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be try’d:) 8oy 
So all fliall turn degenerate, all deprav’d ; 

Juftice, and temperance, truth and faith forgot! 

One mao except, the only fon of light 
In a dark age, againft example good, 

Againft allurement, cuftom, and a world 8te 

Offended : fearlefs of reproach and icorn, « 

Or violence; he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admonifh ; and before them let 

The paths of righteoufnefs, how much more fafe, 

And full of peace; denouncing wrath to come 
On their impenitence; and (hall return 
Of them derided. But, of God obferv’d, 

The one juft man alive, by His command 
Shall build a wondrous Ark (as thou beheld ft) 

To fave himfelf and houlhold, from anaidft 820 

A world devote to univerfal wreck. 

No 




1 


3%6 Paradise Lost. Book XL 

No fboner he, with them of man and bead 
Sdedl for life, (hall in the Ark be lodg’d, 

And flicker'd round ; but all the cataratts 

Of heav’n fet open, on the earth (hail pour gjy 

Rain, day and night ; all fountains of the deep 

Broke up, fhall heave the ocean to ufurp 

Beyond all bounds ; till inundation rife. 

Above the higheft hills. Then, (hall this mount \ 

Of Paradife, by might of waves, be mov’d 8jo 

Out of his place, pufh’d by the horned flood ; 

With all his verdure fpoil’d, and trees adrift 
Down the great river to the opening gulf. 

And there take root; an ifland fait and bare, 

The haunt of Seals, and Ores, and Sea-mews’ clang; 83 y. 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No lan&ity, if none be thither brought 
By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 

And now what further fhall enfue, behold. 


He look’d, and (aw the Ark hull on the flood, ■, 84.0 
Which now abated : for the clouds were fled, 

Driv’n by a keen north-wind, that, blowing dry, > 

Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay’d; • > I . 

And the clear fun on his wide watry glafs 

Gaz.’d hot, and of the frefh wave largely drew , 8+jT 

As after third ; which made their flowing (hrink v 

From (landing lake, to tripping ebb; that dole 

With foft foot tow’rds the Deep; who now had dop’d 

H 3 s fluices, as the heav’n his windows fhut. 

The Ark no more now floats, but feems on ground 


Fad on the top of fome high mountain fix’d. 
And now the tops ©f hills, as rocks, appear; 
With clamor thence the rapid currents drive, 
Tow’rds the retreating fea, their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the Ark a raven flies, 
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And after him (the furer meflenger) 

A dove, fent forth once and again, to fpy 

Green tree, or ground, whereon his foot may light: 

Tha fecond time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific lign ! 8 <5* 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his Ark 
The antient lire defeends, with all his train : 

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 

Grateful to heav’n, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 86y 

Confpicuous, with three lifted colors gay, 

Betok’ning peace from God, and cov’nant new i 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erft fo fad. 

Greatly rejoye’d; and thus his joy broke forth. 

. O thou who future things canft reprefent 
As prefent, heav’nly inftru&or ! I revive 
At this laft fight ; allur'd that man fhall live 
With all the creatures, and their feed preferve: 

Far left I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked Tons deftroy’d ; than I rejoyce 
For one man found fo perfett, and fo juft. 

That God vouchfafes to raile another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 

But fay, what mean thole color’d ftreaks in heav’tij 
Diftended, as the * brow of Goo appeas’d? 

Or ferve they, as a flow’ry verge, to bind 
The fluid skirts of that fame wat’ry cloud, 

Left it again diflolve, and fhow’r the earth? 

To whom th’ Arch-Angel. Dextroufly thou aira’ftj 
So willingly doth God remit His ire, SBj' 

Though late, repenting Him of. man deprav’d; 

Griev’d at His heart, when looking down He few 
TIfc whole earth fill’d with violence; and all flefli 

Corrupting 

* Perhaps it Jbould be, Bow. 
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Corrupting each their way: yet, thofe remov’d, 

Such grace Avail one juft man find in His fight, 

That He relents, not to hlot out mankind; 

And makes a covenint never to deftroy 

The earth again by flood ; cor let the fe a 

Surpafs his bounds; nor rain to drown the world. 

With man therein, or beaft : but when He brings '8py 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein <fet 
His triple- color’d bow, whereon to look, 

' And call to mind 'his covenant: day, and night, 

Seed-time, and harveft, beat, and hoary froft 
Shall hold their courier ; till fire purge all things new, 

Both heav’n and earth, wherein the juft fhall dwell. 90 1 


T’he end of the Eleventh Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate what 
(hall faceted ■, then, in the mention of Abraham, comes 
by degrees to explain. Who that Seed of the Woman fhall 
be, which was promifed Adam and Eve in the FalT, His 
Incarnation, Death , Refurrettion, and Afctnflon ; the 
/late of the Church till His fecond coming. Adam, 
greatly fatisfied and recomforted by theft relations and 
promt fes, dtfcends the hill with Michael; wakens Eve, 
who all this while had flept, but with gentle dreams com- 
pos'd to quietnefs of mind and fubmifpon. Michael in 
either hand leads them out of Paradife, the fiery fword 
waving behind them, and the Cherubim taking their Jla- 
fioits to guard the places 




{ 


Digitized by Google 



PARADISE LOST. 


BOOK XII. 


S one who in his journey bates at nooni 
Tho’ bent on fpeed : fo here th’ Arch* 
Angel paus’d. 

Betwixt the world deftroy’d, and world 
reftor’d, 

If Adam ought perhaps might interpole : 
Then, with tranfition fweet, new fpeech relumes. f 

Thus thou haft feen one world begin, and end} 

And man as from a fecond ftock proceed. 

Much thou haft yet to fee} but I p rceive 

Thy mortal light to fail: obje&s divine 

Muft needs impair, and weary human fenfe. ttj 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate} 

Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This fecond fource of men, while yet but few. 

And while the dread of judgment paft remains 

Frdh 
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Frefh in their minds, fearing the Deity, i ; 

With fome regard to what is juft and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace; 

Lab’ring the foil, and reaping plenteous crop, 

Corn, wine, and oil : and from the herd, or flock. 

Oft lacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 

With large wine-olferings pour’d, and facred feaft. 

Shall fpend their days in joy unblam’d; and dwell 
Long time in peace, by families, and tubes, 

Under paternal rule : till one (ball rile 

Of proud ambitious heart ; who (not content If 

With fair equality, fraternal ftite; ) 

Will arrogate dominion undelerv’d, 

Over his brethren, and quite difpoflefe 
Concord, and law of nature from the earth; 

Hunting (and men, nor hearts, fhall Ire his game) 30 
With war, and hoftile fnare, fuch as refufe 
Subje&ion to his empire tyrannous. 

A mighty hunter thence he (ball be ftyl’d 
Before the Lord ; as in delpie of heav’n, 

Or from heav’n, claiming fecond lbv’reignty •. 'jy 

And from rebellion (hall derive his name, 

Though of rebellion others he accufe. 

He with a crew, (whom like ambition joins 
With him, or under him to tyrannize,) 

Marching from Eden tow’rds the weft, fliall find 49 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of hell. 

Of brick, and of that ftuff, they caft to build 
A city, and tow’r, whole top may reach to heav’n j 
‘ And get themfelves a name : left, far dilperft 4/ 

In foreign lands, their memory be loft; 

Regardlefs whether good or evil fame. 

But God (Who oft defoends to vifit men 
Unfeen, and through their habitations walks 


T« 




Book XII. Paradise Lost. 333 

To mark their doings,) them beholding loon, fa 

Comes down to fee their city, e’er the row’r 
Obftruft heav’n-tow’rs; and in dcrifion fets 
Upon their tongues a various fpirir, to rafe 
Quite out their native language: and inftsad, 

To low a jangling noife of words unknown. ff 

Forthwith a hideous gabble riles loud. 

Among the builders: each to other calls 
Not underftood; till hoarfc, and all in rage, 

As mock’d they ftorm : great laughter was in heav’n, 
-And looking down, to lee the hubbub ftrange, 

And hear the din: thus was the building left 
Ridiculous; and the work Confufion nam’d. 


Whereto thus Adam, fatherly diipleas’d. 

O execrable Ion ! lo to afpire 

Above his brethren ; to himfelf afTuming 

Authority uiurp’d, from God not giv’n. 

He gave us only over beaflr, fifh, fowl 
Dominion ablolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation : but man over men > 

He made not Lord : fuch title to himfelf 
Referving, human left from human free. 

But this ufurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man : to G o d his tow’r intends 
Siege, and defiance. Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither to fuftain 
Himfelf, and his rafh army ; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails grofs ; 

And tamifh him of breath, if not of bread ? 
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To whom thus Michael. Juftly thou abhort’ft 
That Ion, who on the quiet (late of men So 

Such trouble brought, affe&ing to fiibduc 
Rational liberty : yet know withal. 

Since 
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Since by original lapfe, true liberty 
Is loft, which always with right reafon dwells 
Twin’d, and from her hath no dividual being: 8.f 

Reafon in man obfeur’d, or not obey’d, 

Immediately inordinate defires, 

And upftart paflions, catch the government 

From reafon j and to lervitude reduce 

Man, till then free. Therefore, fince he permits 96 

Within himfelf unworthy pow’rs to reign, 

Over free reafon; God in judgment juft 
Subjects it from without to violent Lords : 

Who oft as undcfervedly inthral 

His outward freedom. Tyranny mull be; 97 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excufe. 

Yet fometimes nations will decline fo low 
From virtue (which is Reafon j that no wrong. 

But juftice, and feme fatal curfe annex’d, 

Deprives them of their outward liberty; 106 

Their inward loft : witncls th’ irreverent fon 
Of him who built the Ark ; who for the (Lame 
Done to his father, heard his heavy curie, 

“ Servant of Servants, on his vitious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, 107 

Still tend from bad to worfe ; till G o d at laft 

Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 

His prcfonce from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes; refolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways: 1 i# 

And one peculiar nation to fcleft 

From all the reft, of whom to be invok’d : 

A nation from one faithful man to fpring: . 

Him, on this fide Euphrates yet refiding, ^ 

Bred up in idol-worlhip. O thar men 
(Canft thou believe ? ) fhould be fo ftupid grown. 

While yet the Patriarch liv’d, who fcap’d the flood, 
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As to for fake the living God, and fall 
To worfhip their own work in wood, and (lone, 

For Gods! Yet him God the Mod High vouchfafes 
To call by vifion, from his father’s houfe. 

His kindred, and falfe Gods ; into a land 
Which he will fhew him : and from him will railc 
A mighty nation; and upon him fiiow’r 
J^isr benediction fo, that in his feed 
AH nation^ fhall be bleft : he ftrait obeys ; 

Not knowing to ; what land, yet firm believes. 

I fee him, (but thou can ft not) with what faith 
He leaves his Gpds, his friends, and native foil 
Ur of Chald.£a, palling now the ford 
*fo Haran; after him a cumbrous train 
Of herds, and flocks, and numerous fervitude: 

Not wandring poor, but trufting all hiss wealth 
With God, ; who call’d him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains; I fee his tents 
Pitch’d about Sichem, and the neighb’ring plain 
Of M o r e h. There by promife he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land ; 

From Hamath northward, to the Defert fouth ; 
(Things by their names I call, tho’ yet uonam’d) 

From H ermon eaft, to the great weftcrn fea; 

Mount HermonI yonder fea! (each place behold 
In profpefr, as I point them ) on the ihore 
Mount Carmel; here the doublc-founted ftream, 
Jordan, true limit eaftward : but his fons 
Shall dwell to Sei r, that long ridge of *hills! 

This* ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in. his feed be bleifed : by that feed 
Is meant thy Great Deliverer, who fhall bruife 
The ferpent’s head ; whereof to thee anon jya 

Plainlier. lhall be reveal'd. This Patriarch bleft, 

(Whom faithful Abraham due time flail call,) 
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A fon, and of his fon, a grand-child leaves; 

Like him in faith, in wifdona, and renown. 

The grand-child with twelve Ions increas’d, departs iff 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter call’d 
ALgypt, divided by the River Nile: 

Sec where it flows, difgorging at feven mouths 

Into the lea ! To fojourn in that land 

He comts, invited by a younger fon i6» 

In time of dearth ; a fon, whofe worthy deeds 

Raife him to be the fecond in that realm 

Of Pharaoh: there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation: and now grown, 

Sufpedted to a fequent King, who feeks i6f 

To flop their over-growth, as in-mate guefts 
Too numerous : whence of guefts he makes them flaves 
Inhofpitably ; and kills their infant males: 

Till by two brethren fthofe two brethren call 
Moses, and Aaron) fent from God to claim 170 
His people from inthralment, they return 
With glory, and fpoil, back to their promis’d land. 

But firft the lawlefs tyrant, (who denies 
To know their God, or meflage to regard) 

Muft be compell’d by figns and judgments dire: i7f 

-Jb blood unified, the rivers muft be turn’d; 

Frogs, lice, and flies, muft all his palace fill 
With loath’d intrufion, and fill all the land : 

His cattle muft of rot, and murrain die ; 

Botches, and blains muft all his flefh imbofs, 180 

And all his people: thunder mix’d with hail, 

Hail mix’d with fire, muft rend th’ ./Egyptian sky. 
And wheel on th’ earth, devouring where it rolls : 

What it devours nor, herb, or fruit, or grain, 

A darkfom cloud of locufts fwarming down i8j 

Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing green : 
Darknefs muft overlhadow all his bounds. 

Palpable 
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Palpable darknefs ! and blot out three days : 

Laft, with on« roidnight-ftroke, all the firft-born 

Of iE g y p t mult lye dead. Thus with ten wounds 

The river-dragon tam’d at length, fubmits * 19* 

To let his fojoumors depart j and oft 

Humbles his ftubborn heart ; but ftill as ice 

More harden’d after thaw; till in his rage 

Perilling whom he late difmifs’d, the fea igg 

Swallows him with his hoft ; but them lets pafs 

(As on dry land) between two cbryftal walls ; 

Aw’d by the rod of Moses fo to ftand 
Divided, till his Refcu’d gain their Ihore : 

Such wondrous pow’r God to His Saint will lend, iq» 
Though prelent in His Angel ! who (hall go 
Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire : 

By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire; 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 
Behind them, while th’ obdurate King perfiics. iag 
All night he will perfue ; but his approach 
Darknefs defends between, till morning watch; 

Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 

God looking forth will trouble all his hoft, 

And craze their chariot- wheels : when, by command, 
Moses once more his potent rod extends 211 

Over the fea; the lea his rod obeys : 

On their imbattl’d ranks the waves return. 

And overwhelm their war! The race e(e£t. 

Safe towards Canaan from the Ihore advance 2.1 j 

Through the wild Dclert ; not the readieft way ; 

Left entring on the Canaanite alarm’d. 

War terrify them in-expert, and fear 

Return them back to & c y p t, chufing rather 

Inglorious life with lervitude: (for life, tae 

To noble and ignoble, is more fweet 

Uatrain’d ia arms, where ralhneft leads not on.) 

Q ' This 
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This alfo (hall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wildernefs ; there ^hey (hall found 

Their government, and their great fenate chufe ^ it/ 

Thro’ - the Twelve Tribes, to rule by laws ordain’d. 

God from the Mount of Sinai, (whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, He defeendiugj will Hitnfclf 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets found 
Ordain them laws : part, fuch as appertain 
To civil juftice; parr, religious rites 
Of (acrifice; informing them by types. 

And (hadows, of that deftin’d feed to bruife 
The ferpent, by wlnt means he (hall atchieve 
Mankind’s deliverance. But the voice ot God 23$ 
To mortal ear is dreadful ! They bcfecch 
That Moses might report to them His Will, 

And terror ceafe : He giants what they befougbt; 
lnftrufted that to God is no acccis 
■Without Mediator, whofe ffigh office now 14* 

Moses in figure bears; to induce 
One Greater, of whofe day he (hall toretel, 

And all the prophets in their age tire times 
Of Great Messiah (hall f>ng. Thus laws and rites 
Eftabliffi’d, fuch delight hath G o d in men 
Obedient to His Will, that He voychfafcs 
Among them to fet up His Taberouc.e; • 

The Holy One with mortal men to dwell. 

By His prefeript a famftuary is fram’d 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold; thereto 
An Ark, and in the Ark His Tefiimony, 

The records of His Cov’nant: over thefe 
A mercy-feat of gold, between the wings 
Of two bright Cherubim ; before Him burn 
Seven lamps, as in a zodiac reprefenting 
The heav’nly fires : over the tent a cloud • 

Shall reft by day, a fiery gleam by night i 
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Save when they journey, and at length they come, 
Conduced by His Angel to the land 
Promis’d to Abraham and his feed The reft 1 64 
Were long to tell i how many battles fought ; 

Hat# many Kings deftroy’d ; and kingdoms won; 

Or how the fun (hall in mid-hcav’n ftand ftill 
A day entire, and night’s due courfe adjourn, 

Man’s voice commanding, “ fun in Gib eon ftand, idf 
“ And thou moon in the vale of Ajalon, 

“•Till Israel overcome;” fo call the third 
From Abraham, fon of Isaac; and from him 
His whole defcent, who thus fhall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos’d. O fent from heav’n, 170 
Inlightner of my darknefs! gracious things 
Thou haft reveal’d ; thofe chiefly, which concern 
Juft Abraham, and his feed: now firft I find * 

Mine eyes true op’ning,- and my heart much eas’d ; 
E’er-while perplex’d with thoughts, what would become 
Of me and all mankind: but now I fee zj 6 

His day, in Whom all nations fhall be bleft: 

Favor unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means! 

This yet I apprehend not, why to thofe a8* 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth, 

So many, and fo various, laws are giv’n: 

So many laws argue fo many fins 

Among them : how can G on with fitch refide ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot : 

And therefore was law giv’n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ftirring up 
Sin againft law to fight : that when they fee 
Law can difeover fin, but not remove 

Q . 4 * 
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(Save by thofe fhadowy expiations weak, 

The blood of bulls and goatsj they may conclude • 

Some blood more precious muft be paid for man} 

|ufl for unjuft: that in fuch righteoufnefs 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 
J unification towards God, and peace 
Of confidence} which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appeafie ; nor man the Moral part 
Perform ; and not performing, cannot Jive. 

So law appears imperfeft} and but giv’n .jp* 

With purpofe to refiign them, in full time. 

Up to a better cov’nant ; difeiplin’d 
From ftiadowy types to truth from flelh to Ipirit } 
From impofition of ftrid laws, to free 
Acceptance of large grace} from fervil fear 
To filial ; works of law, to works of faith. 

And therefore fhall not Moses (though of Goo 
Highly belov’d,) being but the Minifler 
Of Law, His people into Canaan lead } 

But Joshua: (whom the Gentiles Jesus call} 31© 
His name and office bearing, who fhall quell 
The adverfary ferpent } and bring back 
Through the world’s wiltjcrnefs long-wander’d man, 

Safe to Eternal Paradife of reft,) 3 14 

Mean while they, in their earthly Canaan plac’d. 

Long time fhall dwell and profper: but when fins 
National interrupt their publick peace} 

Provoking God to raiie them enemies } 

From whom as oft He fives them penitent} 

By Judges firft, then under Kings: of whom 3*0 

The lecond, (both for piety renown’d, 

And puiffimt deeds) a promifie fhall receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever fhall indure : the like fhall ling 

All prophecy, that of the royal Hock jap 

Of 
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Of David (Co I name this King) (hall rife 
A Son, the womao’s feed to thee foretold; 

Foretold to Abraham; as in Whom (hall trull 
All nations; and to Kings foretold, of Kings 
The laft; for of His reign (hall be no end. 330 

But firft a long fucceflion mu ft enfue : 

And his next fon, for wealth and wifdom fam’d, 

'The clouded Ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand’ring, (hall in a glorious temple in(hrine. 

Such follow him, as (hall be reguler’d 331- 

Part good, part bad; of bad the longer fcrowl ; 

Whole foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap’d to the popular fum, wilhfo incenfe 
God, as to leave them, and expole their land. 

Their city, His Temple, and His holy Ark, 340 

With all His lacred things, a fcorn and prey 
Tb that proud city, whole high walls thou law’ll 
Left in confufion ; Babylon thence call’d. 

There in captivity He lets them dwell 
The fpace of feventy years; then brings them back; 
Rerriembring mercy, and His cov’nant (worn 34< 

To David, ftablilh’d as the days of heav’n. 

Return’d from Babylon, by leave of Kings 
Their Lords, whom God difpos’d, the Houle of God 
They firft re-edify ; and for a while 
In mean eftate live moderate : till grown 
In wealth and multitude, fa&ious they grow. 

But firft, among the priefts diflention fprings; 

Men who attend the altar, and (hould moft * 

Endeavour peace : their ftrife pollution bring* yy 

Upon the Temple it felf: at laft they feife 
The fceptre, and regard not David’s Ions : 

Then lofe it to a ftranger, that the true 
Anointed King Messiah might be born 
Barr’d of Hi* right : yet at His birth- a ftar, 360 

Q, 3 Unfeen 
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Unfecn before in heav’n, proclaims him come } 

And guides the eaftern fages, who inquire , 

His place, to offer incenfe, rnyrrh and gold : 

His place of birth a lolemn Angel tells 
To limple fhepherds, keeping watch by night: 

They gladly rhithcr hafte, and by a choir 
Of fquadt on’d Angels hear his carol fung. 

A Virgin is His Mother, but His Sire *■ 

The Pow’r of the Mott High ! He (hall afeend 

The throne hereditary, and bound His reign 

With earth’s wide bounds, His glory with the heav’ns! 

He ceas’d, difeerning Adam with fuch joy 
Surcharg’d, as had, like grief, been dew’d in tears 
Without the vent of words ; which thefe he breath’d. 

O prophet of glad tidings! finifher 37 j 

Of utmoft hope ! now clear I underftand, . 

What oft my fteadieft thoughts have fearch’d in vain: 

Why our Great Expedition flrould be call’d, . 

The feed of woman: Virgin Mother, hail! 

High in the love of heav’n ! Yet from my loins 380 
Thou fhak proceed, and from thy womb the So M 
Of God Moft High ; fb God with Man uaites. 

Needs muff the ferpent now his capital bruife 

Exped with mortal pain : fay, where and when 384 

Their fight, what ftroke flail bruife the vidor’s heel ? 

• • * t,- • 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight, 

. As of a duel, or the local wounds 

Of head or heel : not therefore joins the S o n 
M anhood to God-head, with more flrength to foH 
Thy enemy : nor fo is overcome 390 

Satan, whofe fall from heav’n, (a deadlier bruife !) 

Difabled, not ’to give thee thy death’s wound; j 

Which 
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Which He, who comes thy Saviour, (hall re-cure. 

Not by deftroying Satan, but his works. 

In thee and in thy feed. Nor can this be, 395* 

But by fulfilling (that which thou didft want,) 

Obedience to the law of Goo, impos’d 
On penalty of death, and fuffering death ; 

The penalty to thy tranfgrelfion due ; 

And due to theirs which out of thine will grow: 40® 

So only can high Juftice reft appaid. 

The law of Goo exa& He (hall fulfil. 

Both by obedience and by love; though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punifhment 
He fhall indure, by coming in thc^flefh / ^0 f 

To a reproachful life, and curled death: 

Proclaiming life to all who (hall believe 

In His redemption; and that His obedience 

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith; His Merits 

To lave them, not their own (tho’ legal) work*. 4 ro 

For this He (hall live hated, be blafphcm’d, 

Seis’d on by force, jndg’d, and to death condemn'd* 

A (hameful and accurft ! nail’d to the crofs 
By His own nation ; (lain for bringing life. 

But to the crols He nails thy enemies, 

The law that is againft thee, and the (ins 
Of all minkind, with Him there crucify’d. 

Never to hurt them more, who rightly trail 
In this His Satisfa&ion. So He dies. 

But foon revives ; death over Him no pow’r * 41® 

Shall long ufurp : e’er the third dawning light 
Return, the liars of morn (hall fee Him rife 
Out of His grave, frelh as the dawning light, * 

The ranlbm paid, which man from death redeems,' 
His'death for man, as many as offer’d life 41 j 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace . 

By faith, not void of works. This God-iikc 

Q. + Annula 
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Annuls thy doom, the death thou (houldft have dy’d. 

In fin for ever loft from life: this a& 

'Shall bruife the head of Satan, crufii his ftrength, 4 3® 
Defeating Sin and Death, his two main arms: 

And fix far deeper in his head their ftings. 

Than temporal death (hall bruife the vigor’s heel, 

Or theirs whom he redeems: a death- like deep} 

A gentle wafting to immortal life ! 43 y 

Nor after Reiurredtion (hall He ftay 

Longer on earth, than certain times t’ appear 

To His Difciplcsj Men who in His life 

Still follow’d Him : to them (hall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of Him they learn’d, 44* 

And His Salvation; them who (hall believe 

Baptizing in the profluent ftream, the fign 

Of wafhing them from guilt of fin; to life 

Pure, and in mind prepar’d ('if fo befal) 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dy’d. 44 jj 

All Nations they (hall teach: for from that day, 

Not only to the fons of A b r a h a m ’s loins 
Salvation (hall be preach’d ; but to the fons 
Of Abraham ’ s faith ; where-ever thro’ the world : 

So in his feed all nations (hall be bleft. 4y« 

Then to the heav’n of heav’ns (hall He afeend 

With vidtory, triumphing through the air 

Over His foes and thine; there (hall furprifc 

The ferpent, Prince of air, and drag in chains 

Thro’ all his realm, and there confounded leave: 4yj| 

Then enter into glory, and refume 

His feat at God’s right hand, exalted high 

Above all names in heav’n : and thence (hall come, 

When the world’s diflolution fhall be ripe, 

With glory, and pow’r, to judge both quick and death 
. To judge th’ unfaithful dead, but to reward 461 

His faithful, and receive them into blifs; 
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Whether in heav’n or earth : for then the earth 

Shall all be Paradife, far happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happier days! 465* 

So fpake th’ Arch- Angel Michael, then paus’d. 

As at the world’s great period; and our lire. 

Replete with joy and wonder, thus reply’d. 

O goodnefs infinite ! goodnefs immenfe ! 

That all this good of evil lhall produce, 47* 

And evil turn to good ! more wonderful • 

Than that which by creation firft brought forth 
Light out of darknefs! Full of doubt I Hand, 

Whether I Ihould repent me now of fin, 

Byrne done, and occafion’d; or rejoice 47/ 

Much more, that much more good thereof lhall Ipring 
To Go d more glory, more good-will to Men 
From God, and oyer wrath grace lhall abound. 

But lay, if our Deliverer up to heav’n 

Mull re-afeend, what will betide the few 480 

His Faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd. 

The enemies of truth? Who then lhall guide 
His people, who defend ? will they not deal 
Worfe with his followers, than with him they dealt ? 

Be fure they will, faid th’ Angel; but from heav’n 
He to His own a Comfo rter will fend, 48$ 

The Promife of the Father: Who lhall dwell 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of faith 
Working thro’ love, upon their hearts lhall write. 

To guide them in all truth; and alio arm 49a 

With fpiritual armor, able to refill * 

Satan’s afiaults, and quench his fiery darts 
What man can do againll them, not afraid. 

Though to the death > againll fuch cruelties 

(If Wkfc 
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With inward contortions recompens’d ; . 49/ 

And oft fupported to as (hall amaze 4 .. 

Their proudeft Perfecutors: for the Spirit 

(Pour’d firft on His Apoflles, whom He {ends 

T’ Evangelize the Nations j then, on all 

Baptiz'd.) (hall them with wond’rous gifts indue, foi 

To lpeak all tongues, and do all miracles, 

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation, to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from heav’n: at length 

Their Miniftry perform’d, and race well run, fof 

Their do&rine, and their (lory written left, 

They die. But in their room, as they forewarn, 

Wolves (hall fucceed for Teachers, grievous wolves! 

Who all the facred myfteries of heav’n, 

To their own vile advantages (hall turn, fit 

Of lucre, and ambition; and the truth 
With fuperftitions, and traditions taint. 

Left only in thofe written records pure ; 

Though not hut by the Spirit nnderftood. 

Then (hall they feek t’ avail themfelves of names, ftf ■ 
Places, and titles ; and with thefe to join 
Secular pow’r, though feigning ftill to a& 

By fpiritual: to themfelves appropriating 

The S p 1 r 1 t of G o n. promis’d alike and giv’n 

To all Believers: and from that pretenfe £*» 

Spiritual laws by carnal pow’r (hall force 

On every confciencc ; laws which none (hall find ..v 

Left thenrinroll’d ; or what thc.SpiRiT within 

Shall on the heart ingrave. What will they then 

But force the S p i«i t of Grace it feif, and bind fif 

His contort liberty ? what, but unbuild 

His living tetfipies, built by faith to (land. 

Their own faith, not another’s? (for on earth. 

Who againft faith, and coafcience, can be heard 

v ‘ Infid. 
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Infallible?) Yet many wiH prefame! 

Whence heavy perfecutron (hall arife 
On all, who in the worfhip perievere 
Of fpirit, and truth r the reft (far greater part) 

Will deem in outward rites, and fpccious forms, 

Religion iatisfy’d ; truth flail retire 5 37 

Beftuck with (landrous darts} and works of faith 
Rarely be found. So (hall the world go on. 

To good malignant, to bad men benign j 
Under her own weight groaning j till the dajr 
Appear of refpiration to the juft, * 

And vengeance to the wicked: at return 
Of H t m fo lately promis’d to thy aid, 

The Woman’s Seed; obfeurely then foretold} 
Nowamplier known thy Saviour, and thy Lord ; 

Laft, in the c’ouds, from heav’n to be reveal’d f+f 

In glory of the F ath e r, to diflolve 
Satan, with his perverted world } then raife 
From the conflagrant mafs, purg’d and refin’d, 

New heav’ns, new earth, ages of endlefs date. 

Founded in righteoufnefs, and peace, and love } ypo 

To bring forth fruits, joy, and eternal bliis. 


He ended ; and thus A d a m laft reply’d. 

How loon hath thy prediction, Seer Weft! 

Meafur’d this tfanfient world the race of time, 

Till time ftand fix’d ? Beyond Is all Abyfs, 

Eternity, whole end no eye can reach! 

Greatly inftrudted I (hall hence depart; 

Greatly in peace of thought; and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this veftel can contain : 

Beyond which was my folly to afpire ! ' 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is belt, 

And love with fear the only God; to walk 
As in His prefence r ever to obferve 

" » HU 
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His Providence; and on Him foie depend. 

Merciful over all His works! with good J 6 f 

Still overcoming evil; and by fmall 
Accompli fhing great things; by things deem’d weak 
Subverting worldly ftrong; and worldly wife. 

By /imply meek; that fuffering for truth’s fake, 

Is fortitude to higheft viSory; f 70 

And, to the Faithful, Death the gate of Life; 

Taught this by His example. Whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer, ever bleft! 

To whom thus alfo th’ Angel lad reply’d: 

This having team’d, thou had attain’d the fum fjf 
Of wifdom ; hope no higher; though all the dars 
Thou koew’d by name; and all th’ ethereal pow’r* ; 

All fecrets of the Deep; all nature’s works; 

Or works of G o d in heav’n, air, earth, or fea; 

And all the riches of this world enjoy’dd ; 

And all the rule, one empire: only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable; add Faith; 

'Add Virtue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 

(By name to come call’d Charity, the foul 
Of all the reft,) then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradife, but /halt poflefc 
A Paradife within thee, happier far! — — 

Let us defeend now therefore from this top 
Of (peculation; for the hour precife 
Exa&s our parting hence: and fee ! the Guards, 

By me incam p‘d on yonder hill, expe£t 
Their motion; at whofe Front a darning fword. 

In fignstl of remove, waves fiercely round. 

We may no longer flay : go ! waken E v e; 

Her alfo I with gentle dreams have calm’d, 

Portending good ; and all her (pints compos’d 
To meek (ubmiflion : thou at feafon fit 
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Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard ; . ‘ 

Chiefly, what may concern her faith to know. 

The Great Deliverance by her Iced to come tfoo 

(For by the woman’s iced) on all mankind. 

That ye may live (which will be many days,) 

Both in one faith unanimous, though fad, 

(With caufe !) for evils paft ; yet much more cheer’d 
With meditation on the happy end. 60$ 

* * f 

He ended, and they both defcend the hill: 

Defcended, A d a m to the bow’r where Eve 
L ay fleeping ran before; but found her wak’d; 

And thus with words not fad Ihe him receiv’d. 

Whence thou return’ll, and whither went’ft, I know; 
For God is alfo in fleep, and dreams advife; 61 1 

Which He hath lent propitious, feme great good 
Prefaging, fmee with forrow and heart’s diftrefe 
Wearied I fell afleep : but now, lead on ! 

In me is no delay; with thee to go, - (if. 

Is to ftay here ; without thee here to ftay, 

Is to go hence unwillingly : thou to me 
Art all things under beav’n, all places thou ; 

Who for my wilful crime art banilh’d hence. 

This further confolation yet fecure 
I carry hence; though all by nae is loft, 

Such favor I unworthy am vouchlaf ’d, 

By me the Promis’d Seed fhall all reftore. 

So fpake our mother Eve; and Adam heard 
Well-pleas’d, but anfwer’d not : for now too nigh 6if 
TH’ Arcb-Angel Hood; and from the other hill 
To their fix’d ftation, all in bright array 
The Cherubim defcended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as ev’ning milt, 

4 " Ris’fi 
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/ 4 'll 

Ris’n from a river, o’er the marifh glides ; 630 

And gathers ground faft at the lab'rer’s heel, 

Homeward returning. High in Front advanc’d, 

The brandifh’d (word of God before them blaz’d} 

Fierce as a Comet; which with torrid hear. 

And vapors as the Libyan air aduft. 

Began to parch that temperate clime ; whereat 
In either hand the haft’ning Angel caught 
Our lingring Parents; and to th’eaftern gate 
Led them dire£t ; and down the cliff as faft. 

To the fubjedled plain; then difappear’d. 640 

They looking back, all lh’ eaftern fide beheld 
Of Paradile, folate their happy feat! 

Wav’d over by that flaming brand ; the gate 
With dreadful faces throng’d, and fiery arms. 

Some natural tears they drop’d, but wip’d them food : 

The world was all before therrr, where to chufe ' ‘ 646 
Their place of reft, and Providence their guide. 

They, lnnd in hand, with wandring fteps and flow, 
Through Eden took their folifary way. 
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Aron and Mofes, their mijfion to E 
gypt 
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See. 
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Speech to him thereon 
Reply to his anftver 
Encounters him in the battel 
Vanquifhes Ariel, Arioc and Rai 
(fallen Angels) 
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Night oraifm 
Morning oraifen 

Prep orations to entertain the Angel Raphael 

Ike table and entertainment defirib'd 

Their nuptial bed 

Nuptials celebrated 

Parting preceding the temptation 

Behaviour after their fall 

Find them [elves naked 

Make themfelves coverings of fig-leaves 
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Of bis firfi view of the Divine Trefenct 
inflation in Varadife, &c. 5 

Speech to God thereon, and on his folitude there 
Reply to God's anfwer 
Sleep on the formation of Eve deferib’d 
His firfi view of her 
Tafpon for her 
ValeuiBion to Raphael 

Difcourfe with Eve preceding the temptati- 1 
on [on Satan’; fubtilty, and the means to W 
refift it, &C.) 3 

Care, and fears for her in abfence 
Meets her returning with the forbidden fruit 
Soliloquy lamenting her tranfgrejpen 
Refolves to die with her 
Speech to her thereon 
Eats the forbidden fruit 

Incites her to carnal frtiition (the firfi effect } 
ofit) x 5 

I he place, See. deferibed 
After fpeech to heron their fall and nakednef 
Another, charging her as the aggreffor 
Reply to her anfwer ( recriminates her affe- 
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judgment 
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continued 

Wifhes for his diffolution 
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Book Line 

Reply to her ( atvuflng her ftlf ms the firfi ? j q 
in tranfgreffion ) S 

Anfwer (to her reply advifng to die by ? 

their own hands) ^ J 

R fives the contrary , ( fisbmffion to God's J 
will, and repentance ) S 

Speech to Eve (on the efficacy of prayer , 8?c.) 1 1 

Hails her the mother of mankind 1 1 

Speech to her on the Omens preceding their ? 1 T 
expulfm from Varadife $ 

On the view of Michael approaching it 
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Speech to Michael thereon J * 
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Atlufons, ?_ ..Vide Similits. 

Amarant, a flower tranjplanted from fara- 
d's ft to Heaven 
Ambition cenjurtd 

A caufe of Satan's fall 
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and the fall? n ^ ^ 
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Angels 
Thtir fignal , and march 
Signal to engage , and engagement 
Prevail 

Difpofition to re- ingage 
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Their artillery, — — comm, 8cc. 

Trenail 

Entire defeat , and ex pulfion from Rea-, 
ven ) 

Transformed to ferpents 
Farther punifh'd with an illufm of the for- 
bidden fruit 

Both annually continued 

Vide Satan. Vide Similes. 
Apoftlej, their miffion. 8cc. 

Gift of the Holy Ghofl 

Succeffors ( wolves , falfe teachers, & c.) ? 

deferib'd 5 

Argument of the Poem ^ 

Ariel, Arioc and Ramiel (falPn Angels) > 

vanauifh'd 

Ark, its ouildmg by Noah, deferib'd 

Vide. Noah. 

Ark of 'the covenant deferibed 
Aftitaroth and Baalim (fall'n Angels) 

Aftoreth, or Aftarte (afalCn Angel) 
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Tromotes an attempt on the world 
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His fpeech in council 
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Chaos defcrib'd 
Its court 
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State before it 
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Cherubim Vide Angels Ccrleflial, &c. 

Vide Similies. 

Church, hirelings in it, compar’d to the Devil ? 

in paradife ' ^ 

Cocytus, a river of hell 

Ccmparifons Vide SimUies. 

Conjugal love, the praifes, &c. of it 
Dtftinguifh'd from an amour 
Confifts in reafon, net tofjhn 
Defin’d 


Book Line 

a 

890 

7 

aio 

a 

9S9 

a 

'989 

a 

998 

T 

S 77 

IO 

a 8 a 

from J 7 6 

ia 

*• 


to 

i 

40 6 


41 a 

4 

19a 

a 

S79 • 


Expre/l (on the woman's part ) in practice 

.3 

fo 

In words 

1 a 

6 if 

A reciprocal duty of it 

■ 9 

317 

Conjugal obedience, woman’s happinefs, 8tc. 

4 


Conjugal union, the reafon and obligations 
of it 

it 

494 
'9Sf 
96 1 

Confcience, God’s umpire in man 

3 

1 9 + 

The terms of it « 

1 

$ 4 
l 10 

*3 

84a 

Laws to free it, confut'd 

1 a 


iofdUbdity againfl it 

• it 

f*9 

. 1 

Conjlellatim 


Digitized by Google 


I N: D. E X. 

Conjlellations, their appearances, motion, &c. 

Creation, the nniverfd, defcrib'd | 
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Entry of Noah’/ ark 


Book Line 

3 


1 


D 

l 

Dagon (4 fall'n Angel) 

Damn’d, the victjftudes of their torments 
defcrib’d 

David, his throne why eternal 
Day and night in heav’n, defcrib’d 
Death and Sin, their flation at hell-gates ? 

before Adam’/ fall v J 

Their union 

Make a bridge from thence over Chaos to "2 
the wo ld, after y 

Meet Satan in his return to hell from thence 
Their journey thither, and influences defcrib’d 
Arrival at psrttdife 
After- con duel in the world 

Vide Similies 

Death defer ibed 
Anfver to Satan at hill-gates 
The fin of Satan and Sin , , 

* Its birth 

. Anfwet to Sin on fall 

To Sin’s Jpcech in p.eradifi • 

Vide Similies . 

Death natural, the caufes, and variety of i 
deferibed 

More terrible in view than reality 


3 
1 

4 
8 

10 

11 


ix 

6 


10 

10 

LQ 

IO 

IO 

IO 

X 

2 

2 

2 

IO 

IO 


m 

708 

221 

340 

7 07 
232 


412 

£$d 

110 

4 

648 

242 

282 

32 6 

410 

610 

666 

688 

111 

111 

264 

f9 6 


"5 


from 4 66 
u . 

to 49? 
11 

Of 


Digitized by Google 


INDEX. 
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Eden, the garden of (t 
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Confufion there — to forming a town 
■ — To heaven and earth ( fuppos’d) falling, Site. 
Death, and Sin, their making a bridge over' 
Chaos to the world — to polar winds, dri - I 
ving the ice together in the (fupfos'd) 1 
north -eaft paffage 
The work — to Neptune’* fixing the ifle of\ 
Delns 

■ — L To Xerxes making a bridge over the ) 
Heliefpont ^ 

Death’s infiintt e/Adam’* Tall — to the flight \ 
of birds of prey to a field of battel 
His and Satan’* frowns on each other — to 
two thunder clouds meeting 
Eve — her hair — to the vine’s tendrils 
Her looks — to the firfl blufh of morning 
Her felf — to Pandora 
• — To a wood-nymph , or Venus 
—~Toa Dryad or Delia, (Diana) 

- — To Pales or Pomona 
—-To Ceres 

Her Temptation by Satan — alluded to by 
tbe.flory of Ophion and Eurynome 
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Flaming ford m Paradifi ,, on Adam’j and ) 
Eve’; expuljion thence — to a comet 5 
Its heat, &c. — to the Libyan air 
Hell — to mount i$>nn (in Sicily) 

— To the bog or lake Serbonis (in Paleftine) 
Knowledge, the defcrcs of it — to a thirfl unal- 
lay'd, mereajing 
Michael, hts combat with Satan— to two 
Vlanets (the frame of nature , fuppos'd, 
diffolv'd) rufhing in eppojition to each o- C 
ther ) 

appearance to expel Adam, &c. from Fa- 
radife — to a man in a military vefi 
&c. 

Pandsumonium (or the court of hell) its fudden / 
rife — to an exhalation 5 

Far ads fe, the air of it — to the effluvia from ? 
Arabia Faelix, at Sea $ 

Its fetf — to the field of Enna (in Sicily) 

To the grove of Daphne, &c. (in Theflaly) 

To the ifle of Nyfa, (where Bacchus was 

brought up) 

— To mount Amara (in Ethiopia) 

—-To the gardens of Adonis 
— O/Alcinous 
• — - Of Solomon 

Raphael, his ziew of the world in his defeent ) 
from Heaven to Paradife — to that of> 

the moon through an optic glafs j 

- — Of Delos or Samos from the Cyclades 

(fo) 3 

Himfelf — to a Phoenix 
To Mercury 

Satan — to Briareus, Typfcon and the Levin- ? 
than 5 

. — To the fun rifmg in tt mifi 
• — In tclipfe 


Book Line 

it 

6 it 

it 

<>1 4 

i 


t 


7 

66 

6 

310 

1 1 


> 

7>®‘ 

4 

1 P9 

4* 

168 

4 

171 

4 

. *7f 

A. 

280 

T 

o 

439 

9 

440 

9 

44 * 

S 

161 

S 

264 . 

<• 

'271 

/ 


i 

>99 


20 1 

i 

m 

i 

f 9 6 


To 


Digitized by Google 


INDEX. 


■ — To the longefl train of a comet 

• — lo mount TenerifF or Adas 

Hit fhit 14 — to the moon 

His '/pear — to a m.tfi 

His ftaxdard — to a meteor 

The Vb&’ omer.on of his afcent to hell-gates — ? 

to a fleet in the Offin 5 

His and Death's}/ owns on each other — to i 
two thunder-clouds meeting 5 

Plight to the court of Chaos — to a Gry- ? 

phon's in the wildernef £ 

Toward ; heaven — to ( the (hip) Argo, thro' ( 
the Thracian Bo/pihorus S 

— To UlyflesV voyage between Scylia and? 

Charybdis y 

•Arrival at light , Stc. — to a weather-beaten £ 
veffel towards port ‘ ^ 

On the convex of the world's outermejl ? 

orb — to a vulture fteking his prey 3 
Fir ft view of the world — to a flout' s cafual 
profpebt ( after a dangerous journey ) of a > 
new country or city 3 

— — Of the (tors orbs — to the Heiperian ? 

gardens , 8cc. "■ J 

Appearance in the fun's orb — to a [pot in it? 

differing from all aflronomical obfervations 5 
Meditation on his intended attempt on the? 

world — to" a gun recoiling y 

In par ads [e — to a wolf preying on a fold 
■ — To a thief breaking hi at a houfe-top. Sec. 

— To aTyger in view of a brace of fawns 
Deteded by Ithuricl there — to gunpowder? 

taking fire J 

Reprehended by Zephon — to a feed rein'd,? 

in a fret y 

His army aga'mft thd coelejtials in number — 
to the flars 
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— To the dev drops 

Their applaufe of his reply to Akdicl “Id? 

the found of deep waters 5 

Himfelf recoiling on a blow receiv’d ftom~fi 
Michael — to a mountain finking by an> 
earthquake j 

His combat with Michael — to two tlanets > 
(the frame of nature, fuppos'd , dijfolv’d) > 
rufhing in opt option to each other J 

View (in the ferpent ) of Paradife and Eve ) 
there-*- to a citizens taking the Air in the 7 
country from his home confinement j 

Shape (transform'd to a frrftnt) on his return J 
to hell after the temptation— to the for- ^ 
pent Python 

His tempting Eve — alluded to by the flory c 
of Ophion and Eurymone 3 

Serpent, that enter’d by Satan — to thofe Her- 7 
mione and Cadmus were transform d > 

to ' 

- . — Trthat affum’d by TEfeulapiu* 

. — Tothofe-by Jupiter Ammon, WCapi- < 
tolinus 5 

His motion, wreathings. Sec. — to the work- 7 
ing of a fhip in fhifting winds, 8cc. S 
His crept (preceding Eve to the forbidden Tree)! 

— to an exhalation flaming 5 

His addrefs introducing the temptation — 7 
to that of an orator of the Athenian or 3 
Roman Common-Wealths i 

Sin, her middle parts — to the (fuppos’d) Dogs') 

o/Scylla 5 

— Of the night-hag 
Spears — to ears of com ripe for reaping 
Stars, their orbs— to the Hefperian gardens, 1 

8tc. 5 
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Sun, his courfe turn'd at Adam’*, &c. eating > 

*£«*.**_. .**^ I0 C3S 

Uric], his defcent from the fun on Taradife— 7 

to a J, hooting flar r 4 jff 

Waters, their flux into fleas, &c. ' on the crea-7 

tion — to drops on dufl f 7 190 

To armies forming themfehes on flound\ 

of trumpet J 7 294, 
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